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10 th  Annual Hudson River Valley Ramble to Feature 1st Annual Heritage Weekend  
 

Mark your calendars! This yearôs Hudson River Valley 
Ramble  features nearly 300 events a larger than ever 
roster of events spanning all four weekends in              

September. During this Quadricentennial Year, the 10th 
Annual Hudson River Valley Ramble will feature a larger 
than ever roster of events, stretching from Saratoga and 
Washington Counties and the Capital Region to New York 
City. Participants can enjoy guided walking, hiking,         
kayaking and biking opportunities, estuary explorations 

and historic site tours that highlight significant historical, 

cultural and natural resources found throughout the          
Hudson River Valley. Ramble events are led by                
naturalists, ecologists, historians, geologists and trained 
volunteers from participating groups, which include nearly 
200 environmental, land conservation, trail groups,           
heritage sites and historic preservation organizations. 
Events are offered for all abilities, most are free and 

many are family oriented.  
 
Once again, the Hudson River Estuary Program  will be the 
primary event partner for the Ramble. The New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation's         
Hudson River Estuary Program leads a regional partnership to restore the tidal waters of the Hudson and the surrounding 
valley that forms the estuary watershed. Its mission is to conserve the region's world - renowned heritage of fish, wildlife, 

streams and scenery and to provide places for people to use and enjoy them. In celebration of National Estuaries Day on 

September 26th, a variety of Estuary Events are offered throughout the four Ramble weekends.   

This year, the 2009 Hudson Fulton Champlain Quadricentennial Commission has partnered with the National Heritage 
Area and the Historic House Trust of New York City to inaugurate the stateôs first ever New York Heritage Weekend  which 
will be held during the second weekend of the Ramble, September 12 -13.  During this special weekend, the museums, 
historical societies, heritage areas, historic places, parks, and recreation areas of the Hudson and Champlain valleys will 
welcome visitors free of charge or at significantly reduced rates for exploration and participation in special events.   
 

High School Students to Restore Dutch Reformed Church  
 

The Dutch Reformed Church  in Newburgh, a National Historic Landmark, was designed in 1835 by architect Alexander 
Jackson Davis . After being deconsecrated in 1967, the building slipped into a state of disrepair and was added to the 
World Monuments Fundôs list of the 100 most endangered sites in 2005. However, this summer the World Monuments 
Fund teamed up with the city to offer a field school for high school juniors and seniors aimed at restoring the church 
while teaching the basics of restoration and carpentry. Although restoration  is expected to take years, officials agree that 

this partnership provides an opportunity to build a sense of stewardship and appreciation for local resources.  

Join us for the 10th Annual Hudson River Valley Ramble  
September 5 -6, 12 -13, 19 -20, 26 -27  

Whatôs New? 

Mark A. Castiglione  
Acting Executive Director, Hudson River Valley Greenway  

Acting Director, Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area  

View from Bull Hill, Hudson Highlands State Park  
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Historic Preservation Tax Credit Signed by Governor Paterson  
 

Last month, Governor David A. Paterson signed legislation to strengthen the New York State Historic Preservation Tax 
Credit, improving a program that will stimulate investment in urban neighborhoods, create jobs, increase property values 

and revitalize historic areas. The rehabilitation tax credit program provides incentives to developers, municipalities,  
businesses and residents to make investments in distressed areas by rehabilitating historic properties that are listed on 

the State and National Registers of Historic Places. Enhancements provide the following tax incentives for qualified        
historic properties:  

Increase the cap on the commercial credit value to $5 million and the residential credit value to $50,000;  

Target credit in ñdistressedò areas - those at or below 100% of the median family income;  

Increase the share of qualified rehabilitation costs that commercial property owners can claim to 20%; and  

Offer the Credit as a rebate for lower income homeowners to provide a stronger financial incentive.  

The program will apply to taxable years beginning January 1, 2010, and will sunset in five years on December 31, 2014. 
More information can be found at http://nysparks.state.ny.us/shpo/investment/index.htm  
 

Recipients of Second Round of Quadricentennial Implementation Grants Announced  
 

The Hudson River Valley Greenway and the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area are pleased to announce the  
recipients of the 2009 Hudson River Valley Quadricentennial Implementation Grant Program grants. A total of $50,000 

was awarded to sixteen projects throughout the Hudson Valley.  Funding for this grant program was allocated by the  
National Park Service and is part of the $750,000 secured by Congressman Maurice Hinchey for Quadricentennial           

programs and events. The diverse projects funded through this grant program will help our partners throughout the          
region celebrate the nationally significant natural and cultural resources while commemorating the legacies of Hudson, 
Fulton and Champlain.  
 

The following sixteen projects have received funding through the Quadricentennial Implementation Grants Program:  

Henry Hudson & His River: Eba Dance Theatre  

Hudson River Panorama: A Passage Through Time: Albany Institute of History and Art  

Exploring the Architecture and Heritage of the Plumb - Bronson House: Historic Hudson  

Publication from Conference ñEnvironmental History of the Hudsonò:  

Hudson River School Lecture & Inaugural Hudson River School Journal: Thomas Cole NHS  

2009 Tug and Barge Quadricentennial Tour: Waterfront Museum  

Panorama of the Hudson River: Open Space Institute  

Documentary: ñNewburgh-Beacon Bay 400 Years of American Heritageò: Historical Society of Newburgh Bay  

Rededicate and Celebrate the Quad at Bear Mt. State Park: Palisades Park Conservancy, Inc.  

Village of Cold Spring Waterfront Lighting Improvement Project: Hudson Highlands Land Trust  

Fall Harvest Day: Historical Society of Rockland County  

Working on Water Web Site and NY Heritage Vessel Catalog: Waterford Maritime Historical Society  

Hudson Fulton Educational Park Play / Ed Structures: Hudson River Maritime Museum  

Revisiting the Hudson: 19th Century Landscape Painting in Context: Samuel Dorsky Museum of Art  

Mutual Stranger: Henry Hudson & the River That Discovered Him: Arm of the Sea Productions  

New Yorkôs Festival of 1909: Educational Newspaper Supplement Print and Online: Historic Hudson Valley  

 
New Executive Order to Address Climate Change  
 

Governor David A. Paterson  recently signed Executive Order No. 24  setting a goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in 
New York State by 80 percent below the levels emitted in 1990 by the year 2050. The Executive Order also creates a 
Climate Action Council with a directive to prepare a draft Climate Action Plan by September 30, 2010. The Climate Action 
Plan will assess how all economic sectors can reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to climate change, as well as 
identify the extent to which such actions support New Yorkôs goals for a clean energy economy.  
 

New York State Department of State Grant Program for Hudson - Fulton - Champlain Quadricentennial 2009 Eco - docks  

 
In honor of the 2009 Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial celebration, the New York State Department of State 
(DOS) is offering a total of $750,000 in grants to be made available for the development of new public docks and/or the 
improvement of existing public docks for recreational non -motorized boats on the Hudson River and Lake Champlain. The 
release of a Request for Applications (RFA) for Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial Eco -docks grants is part of 
the Environmental Protection Fund Local Waterfront Revitalization Program. These docks will serve as legacy projects of 

the Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial celebration and provide non -motorized boaters with increased facilities 
for visiting waterfront communities along these historic waterways.  
 
The RFA is available on - line at the DOS website www.dos.state.ny.us . The deadline for applications is October 14th, 
2009.  

http://nysparks.state.ny.us/shpo/investment/index.htm
http://www.ny.gov/governor/executive_orders/exeorders/eo_24.html
http://www.dos.state.ny.us


Restoration of Ritz Theater in Newburgh  
 

Congressman Maurice Hinchey  has secured House approval of $400,000 to assist in the restoration of the Ritz Theater, 
Newburgh's last remaining historic theater.  The renovation will create a home for performance groups, create an       

improved venue for live shows, and provide job training and employment opportunities.   The funds are included in the 
fiscal year 2010 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations bill. The federal funds will be directed 

to Safe Harbors of the Hudson, an organization which has previously renovated the Hotel Newburgh property on lower 
Broadway, creating supportive housing, commercial spaces and artist galleries.  The Ritz Theater originally opened its 
doors on February 13, 1913 as the Cohen Opera House.  When it became known as the Ritz Theater, it hosted the stage 
debut of comedian Lucille Ball and was the site of the first live performance of the ñI Love Lucyò show.   
 

Mount Gulian Historic Site Receives Prestigious Grant  
 

Mount Gulian Historic Site  has received a grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services to create a new education program 
based on the compelling journal kept by James F. Brown, a fugitive 
slave who worked for the Verplanck family at Mount Gulian and 

whose writings contain information significant to national history and 
the history of New York State's Hudson River Valley. This program 
will help to highlight African American history in the Hudson Valley.  
The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of 
federal support for the nation's 122,000 libraries and 17,500             

museums.  
 

September is National Bourbon Heritage Month  
 

In 2007, the U.S. Senate declared, by unanimous vote, September as ñNational Bourbon Heritage Month.ò This           
resolution reinforced bourbon as ñAmericaôs Native Spiritò by celebrating the family heritage, tradition and deep-rooted 
legacy that the bourbon industry contributes to the United States. Distilleries located in the Hudson Valley, including 
Tuthilltown Spirits in Gardiner, have produced some of the nationôs finest bourbons for generations. The resolution calls 
for consumers who enjoy bourbon to do so responsibly and in moderation.  

Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants  will be due September 14th for our October Board Meeting.        
Applications received after this date will be considered for our January Board Meeting. Applications can be downloaded from t he 
Hudson River Valley Greenway Website by clicking here . Greenway Conservancy Grant applications will be due 4:30pm,               

September 4th and can be downloaded  
 

Other Grant Opportunities :  
 
Environmental Protection Fund Grants (Due September 14):  

Parks Program :  For the acquisition or development of parks and recreational facilities for projects to preserve,             
rehabilitate or restore lands, waters or structures for park, recreation or conservation purposes. Funds must reflect the           
priorities established in the NY Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) . 

Historic Preservation Program : To improve, protect, preserve, rehabilitate or restore properties listed on the National or 
State Registers of Historic Places. Funds are available to municipalities or not - for -profits with an ownership interest.  

Heritage Areas Program : For projects to preserve, rehabilitate or restore lands, waters or structures, identified in a  
management plan approved by the Commissioner. Projects must fall within a New York State Designated Heritage Area.  

Acquisition : For the acquisition of a permanent easement or fee title to lands, waters or structures for use by all             
segments of the population for park, recreation, conservation or preservation purposes.  
 

American Heritage Preservation Grants  from the Institute of Museum and Library Services to fund preservation of items held in 

museums, libraries and archives including works of art, artifacts and historical documents. (September 15)  

Environmental Protection Fund Local Waterfront Revitalization Program  from t he Department of State for the following: visioning 

and development of local or regional revitalization strategies; completing or implementing a Local or Regional Waterfront          
Revitalization Program; adapting to climate change; downtown and hamlet revitalization; preparing or implementing a local or 
regional watershed management plan; urban waterfront redevelopment; creating a blueway trail; interpreting waterfront         
resources -  New York State Coastal Resources Interpretive Program. (September 16):  
 
Rural Community Development Initiative  from the US Department of Agriculture for Intermediary organizations to develop or 
enhance programs of financial and technical assistance in the areas of housing, community facilities, or community and              

economic development in areas with a population less than 50,000 inhabitants. (September 24)  

Upcoming Grant Opportunities  

http://www.house.gov/hinchey/
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http://www.imls.gov/applicants/grants/pdf/AHPG_2010.pdf
http://www.nyswaterfronts.com/grantopps_EPF.asp
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Upcoming Events Around the Region  

Events identified as ñ2009 Quad Eventò denote ñ2009 Hudson-Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial Events.ò For additional             
information about the Quadricentennial, visit the online website at exploreny400.com . 
 
9/1 -3/14:  (2009 Quad Event): Lives of the Hudson : Explore works by Hudson River School artists, historical artifacts, and 

 contemporary works in this exhibition at the Tang. (518) 580 -8080  

 
9/1 -3/1:  (2009 Quad Event) 1609 : The New York State Museum re -examines Hudson's voyage, the myths that surround it, 
 and the legacies of the Hudson's unexpected discovery. Includes a focus on life before 1609 and the Native 
 American response to Hudsonôs arrival. (518) 474-8730  
 
9/1 -1/10:  (2009 Quad Event) Dutch New York: Roots of Hudson Valley Culture : The Hudson River Museum explores New Yorkôs 
 Dutch roots and the ways Dutch culture has been interpreted throughout New York's long history. (914) 963 -4550  

 
9/1 -1/3:  (2009 Quad Event) Hudson River Panorama : The Albany Institute explores the influence that the Hudson has had on 
 our region. Enjoy artifacts, works of art, and rare archival documents. (518) 463 -4478  
 
9/1 -12/31:  (2009 Quad Event) Horseshoes & Waterwheels: NY's Tech Valley 1800s : Visitors to the Childrenôs Museum can     

explore the importance of the Hudson River to the region and our nation.   (518) 235 -2120  
 

9/1 -11/1:  (2009 Quad Event) Drawn by NY: Centuries of Watercolors and Drawings :  The Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center  

features 80 works including one of the first -known views of New York Harbor (from 1650). (845) 437 -7745  

Economic Development Assistance Programs  from the US Department of Commerce for initiatives including p ublic works,              

planning, local technical assistance, and economic adjustment assistance. (September 30)  

Conservation Project Support  from the Institute of Museum and Library Services to help museums identify conservation needs 

and priorities, and perform activities to ensure the safekeeping of their collections. (October 1)  

Sustaining Cultural Heritage Collections  from the National Endowment for the Humanities to help cultural           
institutions develop preventive conservation measures for their holdings. (December 8)  
 
Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial 2009 Eco -docks  from the New York State Department of State for 

the development of new public docks and/or the improvement of existing public docks for recreational non -
motorized boats on the Hudson River and Lake Champlain. (October 14)  
 
Water Quality Improvement Projects Grants : for municipal wastewater treatment; municipal separate storm sewer systems 
(MS4s); nonagricultural nopoint source abatement; aquatic habitat restoration. New this round is hardship funding for municip al 
wastewater treatment projects, green infrastructure projects, and smart growth energy efficiency consideration.  (October 16)  
 

Hope VI Revitalization Grants  from the Department of Housing and Urban Development to assist Housing Agencies in improving 

the living environment for public housing residents of severely distressed public housing projects through the demolition,            

rehabilitation, reconfiguration, or replacement of obsolete public housing projects; revitalize sites on which such public ho usi ng 

projects are located and contribute to the improvement of the surrounding neighborhood; provide housing that will avoid or           

decrease the concentration of very low - income families; and build sustainable communities. (November 17)  

Rolling Acceptance of Grant Applications:  
 

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)  administers state assistance programs for waste reduction,           
recycling and household hazardous waste programs that include Capital Projects, Recycling Coordinators, and assistance 

for household hazardous waste days.  
 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  is accepting applications for Technical Assistance Grants 
which are a tool available for community groups to increase public awareness and understanding of remedial activities 
taking place in their community.  
 

The Dyson Foundation  for the funding of environmental programs and activities.  To view the guidelines for Dutchess 
County -based  organizations and programs click here . To view guidelines for organizations and programs located in         
Columbia, Greene, Orange, Putnam, and Ulster counties, click here .  

Enterpriseôs Green Communities is offering grants to help cover the costs of planning and implementing green              
components of affordable housing developments, as well as tracking their costs and benefits. Grant opportunities are 
open to 501(c)(3) nonprofits; public housing authorities; tribally designated housing entities; for -profit entities; and for -
profit entities participating through joint ventures with qualified organizations.  
 
Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF)  offered by the NYS Archives, offers funding to 

help local governments establish records management programs or develop new program components.  
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9/1 -10/31: Archives Alive : The Senate House presents rare history preserved documents from the region. (845) 338 -2786  
 
 (2009 Quad Event) River Views of the Hudson River School : See the Hudson River through the eyes of the 19th 
 century artists of the Hudson River School during this special exhibition at the home of Thomas Cole. (518)943 -7465  
 

9/1 -10/15: Definitely Dutch : The Bronck Museum exhibits the elements of Dutch Culture still around us today. (518) 731 -6490  

 
9/1 -10/12:  Exhibit: Glories of the Hudson: Frederic Edwin Churchôs Views from Olana: Olana opens the Evelyn & Maurice Sharp 

 Gallery for this inaugural exhibit focusing on Churchôs sketches of the River from the property.  (518) 828-0135  
 
 (2009 Quad Event) Ahoy! Where Lies Henry Hudson?:  The Woodstock Byrdcliffe Arts Colony presents outdoor 

"memorials" to Henry Hudson designed by Hudson Valley architects who have designed .  

 
9/1 -10/10:  (2009 Quad Event) Hudson Athens Lighthouse Tours : Explore the lighthouse and enjoy a 360 -degree view of the 

Hudson River, the Catskill Mountains and scenery of Columbia and Greene counties. (518) 828 -5294  
 
9/1 -30:  (2009 Quad Event) New Netherland: A Sweet and Alien Land : Crailo celebrates the opening for this new exhibit with 

Native American musicians, 17th century Dutch, Dutch food, games, activities and music. (518) 463 -8738  
 

9/1 -9/27:  (2009 Quad Event) Amsterdam / New Amsterdam: The Worlds of Henry Hudson:  The Museum of the City of New 
York presents rare 16th -  and 17th -century objects from major American and Dutch collections that reveal how          
Hudson's epic voyage planted the seeds of a modern society. (212) 534 -1672  

 
9/4:  Albany First Friday : Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for exhibition openings, receptions, and events.  
 
9/5:  Hudson River School Hikes : See 19th -Century Hudson River School Landscape Paintings Come to Life through a 

 guided hike to Kaaterskill Falls and the Catskill Mountain House.  (518) 943 -7465  
 

9/5 - 6:  (2009 Q UAD  EVENT ) 10 TH  ANNUAL  HUDSON  RIVER  VALLEY  RAMBLE : E NJOY  WALKING , HIKING , KAYAKING  

 AND  BIKING  EXPERIENCES , ESTUARY  EXPLORATIONS  AND  HISTORIC  SITE  TOURS  THAT  HIGHLIGHT  SIGNIFICANT  

 HISTORICAL , CULTURAL  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES  FOUND  THROUGHOUT  THE  REGION . (518) 473 - 3835  
 
9/7:  The Waterfront Museum and Showboat Barge in Poughkeepsie : The whole family can enjoy a Showboat Circus            
 courtesy of Dutchess County Tourism, the City of Poughkeepsie, and The Hub. (845) 296 -0001.  
 
 35th Annual John Jay Homestead Labor Day Chess Tournament : Children and adults can take part in this free annual 

 tournament at the John Jay Homestead State Historic Site. (914) 232 -5651.  

 
9/9:  History Kids at the John Jay Homestead : Families with children aged 3 -5 are invited to enjoy a short tour and                
 participate in a specially - themed activity. (914) 232 -5651 x101.  
 

9/12 - 13:  (2009 Q UAD  EVENT ) 10 TH  ANNUAL  HUDSON  RIVER  VALLEY  RAMBLE : E NJOY  WALKING , HIKING , KAYAKING  

 AND  BIKING  EXPERIENCES , ESTUARY  EXPLORATIONS  AND  HISTORIC  SITE  TOURS  THAT  HIGHLIGHT  SIGNIFICANT  

 HISTORICAL , CULTURAL  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES  FOUND  THROUGHOUT  THE  REGION . (518) 473 - 3835  
 
   (2009 Q UAD  EVENT ) H ERITAGE  W EEKEND : T HE  RAMBLE  FEATURES  THE  FIRST  HERITAGE  W EEKEND            
   OFFERING  FREE  OR  REDUCED  ADMISSION  TO  MUSEUMS , HISTORIC  SITES , BATTLEFIELDS , PARKS  AND  MORE !  

 
9/15 -12/13: (2009 Quad Event) ñUnchartedò: SUNY Albanyôs Art Museum sets a theme of travel and discovery with works that 

feature imagined worlds as well as the opportunities and risks of navigating unfamiliar waters. (518) 442 -4035  
 

9/19 - 20:  (2009 Q UAD  EVENT ) 10 TH  ANNUAL  HUDSON  RIVER  VALLEY  RAMBLE : E NJOY  WALKING , HIKING , KAYAKING  

 AND  BIKING  EXPERIENCES , ESTUARY  EXPLORATIONS  AND  HISTORIC  SITE  TOURS  THAT  HIGHLIGHT  SIGNIFICANT  

 HISTORICAL , CULTURAL  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES  FOUND  THROUGHOUT  THE  REGION . (518) 473 - 3835  
 
9/21 -2/1:  (2009 Quad Event) Moving Bricks on the Hudson :  Join the Haverstraw Brick Museum for this exhibit highlighting 
 the sloops, scooners, towboats, tugs, and barges that transported one billion bricks annually on the Hudson in the 
 19th and early 20th centuries.  (845) 947 -3505  

 
9/24:  (2009 Quad Event) Quadricentennial Carillion Concert : Enjoy a concert by Carillonneur Dr. Charles Semowich on the 
 Albany City Hall Carillon, the 1st municipal carillon in the nation. The program will consist of music from 17th            

 Century Holland as well as music related to Albany and the Hudson River.  The concert may be heard at various            
 locations near Albany City Hall, such as in the Capitol and Academy Parks.   (518) 449 -4756  
 
 Herb Fair at the John Jay Homestead :  Enjoy plant and craft demonstrations, great food, and herb - related             

 merchandise at this free event.  (914) 232 -5651  
 
9/25:  Troy Night Out : Visit the City of Troy for an evening of arts and culture with live music, food, shopping and gallery  

 exhibitions.  
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9/25 -27:  (2009 Quad Event) New Yorkôs 400 Years Conference: The Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area partners with 
 the National Park Service and the Quad Commission to present this conference examining the role of the Hudson in 
 commerce, art and architecture. Native American and Dutch influence will also be discussed.  (845) 575 -3052  
 

(2009 Quad Event) International stamp Expo 400 : This massive philatelic exhibition at the Empire State Plaza will 
feature the original Henry Hudson stamp released in 1909. (518) 473 -0559  

 
9/25 -6/26:  (2009 Quad Event) Mapping New Yorkôs Shoreline 1609-2009 : The New York Public Library celebrates Dutch            
 accomplishments with an exhibition that includes early mapping from Verazzano's visit and decorative Dutch maps 
 charting New Netherland. Various items, including globes and navigational instruments, will be on loan from the         
 National Maritime Museum in Amsterdam. (917) 275 -6975   
 

9/26 - 27:  (2009 Q UAD  EVENT ) 10 TH  ANNUAL  HUDSON  RIVER  VALLEY  RAMBLE : E NJOY  WALKING , HIKING , KAYAKING  

 AND  BIKING  EXPERIENCES , ESTUARY  EXPLORATIONS  AND  HISTORIC  SITE  TOURS  THAT  HIGHLIGHT  SIGNIFICANT  

 HISTORICAL , CULTURAL  AND  NATURAL  RESOURCES  FOUND  THROUGHOUT  THE  REGION . (518) 473 - 3835  
 
9/27:  (2009 Quad Event) Head of the Hudson Regatta:   The Albany Rowing Center hosts this annual 3 mile race against 
 the clock for competitors of all ages and skill levels. Competitors are expected from throughout the northeast and 
 Canada.   

Heritage Spotlight  

New York State Capitol   
 
Although the capitol resembles a giant French chateau, the three -acre, five -story  granite 
building is actually a variety of styles including Romanesque and French Renaissance -  
the result of it taking 32 years (1867 -1899) and five architects to complete.  

 
The exterior offers just a hint of the opulence inside, for which architects Leopold Eidlitz 
and Henry Hobson Richardson were primarily responsible. Eidlitz designed the              
building's largest room, the Assembly Chamber, as well as the Assembly and Senate 
Staircases. Richardson, then America's most renowned architect, was responsible for the 
Senate Chamber, Hallway, and the Great Western Staircase. The restored skylight above 
the staircase now shines a natural spotlight on this impressive feat of design and            

craftsmanship. Also to be seen are the 25 murals created by William deLeftwich Dodge 
that fill the domed Governor's Reception Room. The works depict everything from Henry 

Hudson's first contact with Native Americans to New York troops serving in World War 
One.  
 
Free guided tours of the New York State Capitol begin at the Empire State Plaza Visitor 
Center in the Main Concourse.  Be sure to check out the New York State Capitol during 

Heritage Weekend  of the 10th Annual Hudson River Valley Ramble  on Saturday                
September 12th!  
 
The New York State Capitol is located in the City of Albany and is open with guided tours 
Monday through Friday (10am -  3pm) and Saturday (11am -  3pm) (518) 474 -2418  

Community Spotlight  

City of Hudson  
 

The City of Hudson has been making history long before it was named one of the Top Ten Coolest 
Small Towns in the USA  by Frommerôs Budget Travel Magazine. In the 19th century, the City 
was a bustling whaling and sealing port. With the rise of the railroads and the decline in demand 

for sperm whale oil, Hudson fell into decline during the mid 1800s.  However, with the rise of the 
rail roads and steamboats beginning to ply the Hudson River, the City was reinvented as a small 
industrial city. While there had been gristmills, foundries and tanneries before, the railroads and 
steam ships allowed the development of new industries. Brickyards and textile mills grew and 
added to the business boom of the city during this period. During the Cityôs second rebirth in the 
1990s, Hudson emerged as a premier antiques center, with the Cityôs main street, Warren St., 
lined with antique shops and boutiques. In fact, the Cityôs urban landscape is like an antique           

because so much of the original architecture has been preserved.  
 
Today the City has become a center for relocated urbanites seeking a unique, low -key and eclectic 
place to live. Warren St. features a vibrant mix of shops, and restaurants in historic buildings. After 
two centuryôs of heavy industry, the City is currently in the process of reclaiming its waterfront 

with a mix of shops and restaurants and an expanded park to improve access to the River.  

http://www.hudsonrivervalley.org/about/pdfs/newsclippings/quadconference092509online.pdf
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=175
http://www.nypl.org/
http://www.hudsonrivervalleyramble.com/home.aspx
http://www.albanyrowingcenter.org/
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=175
http://www.heritageweekend.org/site-details.cfm?SiteID=15
http://www.hudsonrivervalleyramble.com/home.aspx
http://cityofhudson.org/content
http://www.budgettravel.com/bt-dyn/content/article/2006/03/09/AR2006030901232.html
http://www.budgettravel.com/bt-dyn/content/article/2006/03/09/AR2006030901232.html

