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Greenway Joint Board Meeting in NYC 
 

 On October 10, 2007, the Hudson River Valley Greenway held a joint meeting of the Boards of the Communities Council 
and the Conservancy, including the National Heritage Area, at the Sunset Terrace of Chelsea Piers in New York City. This 
was the first Greenway meeting in New York City since the late 1990s, and all were pleased to be there once again.   

 
The Greenway was privileged to have as a guest speaker the Chair of the Hudson River Park Trust, Diana Taylor. Ms. 
Taylor addressed the Board members and meeting attendees, welcoming them to view the wonderful work that Hudson 
River Park has been accomplishing throughout Manhattan to improve access to the River and increase parkland. Later    
during the meeting, Hudson River Park President 
Connie Fishman gave a presentation which       
detailed the work to date and future endeavors of 
the Hudson River Park. In addition to these  
speakers, Chelsea Piers co-founder and Executive 
Vice President David Tewksbury welcomed the 
Boards and other guests to the beautiful venue 
which overlooked the river on three sides.  
 
Items for business at the meeting included the 
designation of seven new Greenway Water Trail 
sites, six of which are in New York City, making 
the choice of meeting venue particularly             
appropriate. The New York City sites included     
Inwood Hill-Dykman Landing, Pier 66 at W 26th 
St., Pier 84 at W 44th St., Pier 96 at W 56th St., as 
well as W 72nd St. and the W 79th St. Boat Basin in 
Riverside Park. In addition, the Hudson River    
Maritime Museum in the City of Kingston, Ulster 
County was also added as a Water Trail site. 

 
Greenway Community Grants were awarded to the City of Albany in Albany County to aid in the development of the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan, and to the Town of Philipstown in Putnam County to aid in the implementation of the Town’s 
Comprehensive Plan. Greenway Compact Grants were awarded to the Town of Clinton in Dutchess County for the    
creation of an open space plan and inventory, and to the Village of Red Hook, Dutchess County to create draft zoning 
amendments that will assist in the implementation of their Centers and Greenspaces Plan. 

 
This Board Meeting was also the first to be “webcast” via the internet, in accordance with Executive Order 3 from    
Governor Spitzer. The tape of the webcast may be viewed through the Greenway website.   
 

New Greenway Trail segments 
 

Three new segments were also added to the Greenway Land Trail at the meeting. The Conrad J. Lynn Trail in Rockland 
County and the Quarry Lane Trail in Westchester County were officially designated as part of the Greenway Trail.    
Additionally, the Kline Plantasies Killitie Trail, part of the Children’s Museum of Science and Technology in Rensselaer 
County, was added to the Greenway Trail. 
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Diana Taylor addresses Board members and meeting attendees 



Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants will be due December 12th for our January Board Meeting.   
Applications received after this date will be considered for our March Board Meeting. Applications can be downloaded from the 
Hudson River Valley Greenway Website by clicking here.   
 
Other Grant Opportunities: 
 
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program Environmental Protection Fund Department of State is soliciting applications for the   
following: Visioning and development of local or regional revitalization strategies; Completing or implementing Local or Regional 
Waterfront Revitalization; Preparing or implementing a local or regional watershed management plan; Downtown and hamlet 
revitalization; Urban waterfront redevelopment; Creating a Blueway Trail; Interpreting Waterfront Resources (November 30) 
 
State Assistance for Shared Municipal Services Department of State is soliciting applications for the 2007-2008 round of the 
Shared Municipal Services Incentive Grant Program. Competitive grants to two or more municipalities to cover costs associated 
with shared services, cooperative agreements, consolidations, mergers and dissolutions. Priority to: Shared services in a fiscally 
distressed municipality; Plan or implement the consolidation, merger or dissolution of municipalities; Shared services between 
school districts and municipalities; Shared highway services; County wide shared services. (December 14) 
 
Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund from The New York State Archives to help local goverments estab-
lish records management programs or develop new program components. Grants may be for individual or cooperative initiatives 
(February 1)  
 
Conservation Trust grants from the National Geographic Society  For conservation and research programs that promote the   
sustainable use and preservation of the earth's biological, cultural, and historical resources. Grants of up to $20,000 each to   
individuals who have conducted prior research or conservation work related to the proposed program. (Open) 
 
2007 Unified Funding Process NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal and the NYS Housing Trust Fund Corporation,  
funds for affordable housing and community revitalization including: new construction, rehabilitation; emergency repair;    
homebuyer assistance; façade and building renovation; streetscape enhancement, downtown anchor creation; accessibility; and    
tenant-based rental assistance. (Deadlines Vary)  
 
The Trust's National Preservation Endowment offers several types of financial assistance to nonprofit organizations, public    
agencies, for-profit companies, and individuals involved in preservation-related projects. More information on grant programs 
can be found by contacting the National Trust Regional Office nearest you. (Open) 
 
Collaboration Grants Applications for grants from the Dyson Foundation's Strategic Restructuring Initiative, which supports the 
collaboration of two or more organizations intent on establishing a continuing relationship in order to increase efficiency and   
service. Grants awarded in four categories: assessment, planning, integration, and enhancement. (Open) 
 
Historical preservation grants from the Travelers Conservation Foundation. Projects designed to conserve, protect, and restore 
sites of exceptional cultural, historic, or natural significance, and to promote public awareness of and participation in those    
conservation activities. Priority will be given to projects that are linked to tourism, that are endorsed by local tourism offices, and 
that have the potential for duplication in other communities. (Open) 
 
Waste Reduction, Recycling and Household Hazardous Waste Programs: Statewide and municipality-specific state assistance  
programs for waste reduction, recycling and household hazardous waste (HHW) programs. (Open)  
 
Environmental Training and Technical Assistance Grants: Applications for training and technical-assistance funds from the    
Environmental Support Center to strengthen nonprofit environmental organizations in areas including fund raising, organizational 
development, and planning. Who may apply: regional, statewide, or local grass-roots organizations serving low-income or    
minority constituencies that have environmental issues as a significant part of the organization's agenda. (Open) 

Upcoming Grant Opportunities 

New Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area Communities 
 

During the Board Meeting, resolutions were passed acknowledging the participation of three new communities in the  
National Heritage Area Program. The Town of East Greenbush and Town of Sand Lake in Rensselaer County and the 
Town of Gallatin in Columbia County have all passed municipal resolutions to be included in the National Heritage Area 
Program.  When the National Heritage Area legislation was passed in 1996, it included a provision that the communities 
within the boundaries of what was then the 22nd Congressional district could choose to be included in the National    
Heritage Area Program. These three communities fall within that area, and have chosen to be included in the program. 

 
National Conversation on Climate Action 
 

On October 4, 2007, Albany and Tarrytown were two of  70 communities across the country that 
came together to discuss the science behind and what is needed to address world climate change 
as part of the National Conversation on Climate Action.  This is part of a series of events            
convened by local government leaders and designed to build awareness of, grow support for and 
engage new allies in local climate action work. 



11/1-12/31:Full Steam Ahead: Robert Fulton and the Age of Steamboats: The Albany Institute of History and Art celebrates the 
200th anniversary of Fulton’s first steamboat voyage from New York City to Albany. (518) 463-4478 

 
 Bobs’ Folly: Inventing America’s First Steamboat: Exhibit at Clermont featuring exhibits and interactive components 
 related to the bicentennial of the world’s first practical steamboat. (518) 537-4240 
 
11/2: Albany First Friday: Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for exhibition openings, receptions, and events. 
 
11/3-4: Mourning Focus Tour of Philipse Manor Hall: A special tour focusing on the mourning traditions of the 18th    
 century, in remembrance of the anniversary of Frederick Philipse I's death on November 6, 1702. (914) 965-4027.  
 
11/4: Ladies Victorian Tea at Mount Gulian: We invite you to enjoy a spot of tea, delectable sandwiches and sweet treats. 
 Reservations required. (845) 831-8172 
 
11/10: Tracking Coyotes at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum: Join museum educators to learn about how coyotes live, 
 then go on a hike and finish up with a plaster coyote track to take home. (845) 534-5506, ext 204 
 
11/11: Veterans Day: Come to the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor for Veteran's Day, celebrating America's veterans and 
 the first year anniversary of the National Purple Heart Hall of Honor. (845) 561-1765.   
 
11/13: New York Heritage Development Conference: Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area partners with 
 the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor and New York State Heritage Area Association to present 
 this conference on issues and opportunities for heritage development.  
 
11/14: Combating Nature Deficit Disorder: Learn how to rediscover nature at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum.  Learn 
 crafts, activities and games that will encourage your family to get outdoors. (845) 534-5506 x204  
 
11/15: NYS Historic Preservation Plan Regional Meeting (Kingston): Join the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation, and 
 Historic Preservation to provide input as they prepare a long-range master plan regarding New York’s historic 
 and cultural resources. Additional meetings will be held throughout the state. (518) 237-8643 x3109 
 
11/18: Fall Concert - Musicians of Ma'alwyck at Schuyler Mansion: Musicians will present an all-Spanish concert, scored for 
 violin, guitar, and cello. The program will feature the works of Ximenix, La Porto, and other Spanish composers of    
 the 18th and early 19th century. An Iberian-themed reception will follow. (518) 393-4828   
 

The Philipse Family and the Slave Trade at Philipse Manor Hall: A staff-led lecture focusing on the Philipse family's 
involvement in the "Madagascar Trade." This lecture will be held in celebration of American Education Week and    
Geography Awareness Week. (914) 965-4027 

Other Upcoming Events Around the Region 

Upcoming Greenway and National Heritage Area Events 

11/13: New York Heritage Development Conference: Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area partners with the Erie    
Canalway National Heritage Corridor and New York State Heritage Area Association to present this conference on 
issues and opportunities for heritage development.  

Management Assistance Mini-Grant Program.  helps board and staff members and volunteers develop skills by providing financial  
support to hire consultants and to help defray professional-development costs. (Open) 
 
Google’s In-Kind Advertising Services to Nonprofits This program supports organizations that share the company’s philosophy of 
community service worldwide in areas such as science and technology, education, global public health, the environment, youth 
advocacy, and the arts. (Open) 
 
Local Agricultural Protection Municipal Planning Grant Program NYS The New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets 
has make towns and cities eligible for grants up to $25,000 or 75 percent of the planning costs for local agricultural protection 
plans. Eligible plans will identify farmland proposed to be protected, the land's value to the local economy and as open space, 
and the likelihood and consequences of possible commercial development. Grant announced September 26, 2007.  
 
Pollution prevention and Economic Development grants for small businesses Through the Environmental 
Investment Program (EIP), the New York State Department of Economic Development (DED) and its                
Environmental Services Unit (ESU) support projects that lead to measurable pollution prevention and economic 
development results. EIP awards are made on a competitive basis. Projects with a strong likelihood of creating 
results in a timely fashion receive more favorable reviews. For more information, contact the New York State           
Department of Economic Development Environmental Services Unit at environment@empire.state.ny.us or by 
phone at (518)292-5340.  



Village of Nyack 
 

The Village of Nyack is located in Rockland County along the west bank 
of the Hudson River.  The land was originally settled by the Nyack     
Indians who found the spot ideal for fishing. European colonists          
similarly found the spot favorable when they came to the area in 1675. 
By 1782, the Village of Nyack was formally incorporated.   
 
Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, Nyack served at the main  
commercial center of Rockland County. The village’s prominent        
location along the Hudson River and its proximity to New York City 
made it ideal for a variety of industries including sandstone quarrying 
and shoe manufacturing.  Nyack also gained prominence for its      
shipbuilding capabilities which included the production of sloops, 
steamboats, and pleasure craft as well as WWI and WWII vessels.   
 
With the completion of the Tappan Zee Bridge in 1955, Nyack experienced a population boom as commercial development within 
the village and the region increased significantly in response to the change in traffic patterns.  However, by the 1980s Nyack 
began to suffer from the urban exodus that was being experienced throughout the nation as homeowners left traditional city 
centers in search of the suburbs. Nyack responded with a major downtown revitalization which resulted in the construction of the 
Helen Hayes Theater and renewed opportunity for business establishments. 
 
Today, Nyack offers a diversity of commercial and residential opportunities as well as a variety of social events. Numerous    
cultural and historic venues exist as well including Riverspace Arts, the John Green House, and the Tappan Zee Playhouse. Over 
the years, Nyack has been home to many notable political and cultural figures including Edward Hopper, Rosie O’Donnell, Helen 
Hayes, and Princess Vera Konstantinovna of Russia who was one of the last Russian Princesses and one of the only ones to    
survive the Revolution.    
 
The Village of Nyack is currently working with the Greenway to redevelop their waterfront Memorial Park to offer enhanced    
opportunities for active and passive recreation.   

 
Community Spotlight 

 
Trail Spotlight 

Rockland County Greenway Trails 
 
The Rockland County Planning Department has been hard at work designating    
segments of the Greenway Trail along the Hudson River in Rockland County.  The 
newest trail to be designated as part of the Greenway Trail system is the Conrad J. 
Lynn Trail.  Maintained by the Village of Nyack, this 1.77-mile trail segment connects 
the southern terminus of the Upper Nyack Greenway Trail in the Village of Upper    
Nyack with the northern terminus of the R.G. Esposito Trail in the Village of South 
Nyack.  The designation results in a continuous 6-mile stretch of trail that links four 
municipalities.  In addition to providing an important connection between designated 
Greenway Trails, the Conrad J. Lynn Trail provides opportunities for trail users to  
access the restaurants and shops in downtown Nyack as well as Memorial Park and 
the Hudson River. 
 
The designation of the Conrad J. Lynn Trail was passed unanimously by the Joint 
Greenway Board on October 10th, 2007.  Rockland County's next effort involves the 

designation of the Piermont Trail.  This 4.6-mile trail (including loops and links) will result in the connection of seven designated 
Greenway Trails in Rockland County, linking six municipalities with almost 12-miles of continuous trail!  The Greenway applauds 
Rockland County for their proactive approach to Greenway Trail development.  Our partners at the county and local level play a 
critical role in helping the Greenway fulfill its legislative mandate to designate a contiguous network of trails along both sides of 
the Hudson River from Saratoga County to NYC. 

11/23: Storytime at the Philipse Manor Hall: A storytelling program focusing on books about Thanksgiving during the    
 colonial period. (914) 965-4027 
 
11/23-25: Thanksgiving Weekend: Sunnyside and Van Cortlandt Manor are fully decorated for the holidays in authentic period 
 style. Costumed guides present theme tours that focus on historic traditions of the winter holidays. Hands-on works
 hops for children add holiday cheer to the festivities at these two sites. 
 
11/23-24: Special Open Hours at Schuyler Mansion: Guided tours of the mansion for the holidays will be available to 
 the public on these two days.   
 
11/30: Troy Night Out: Visit the City of Troy for an evening of arts and culture with live music, food, shopping and 
 gallery exhibitions. 



427 Days Until the Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial 
Visit www.exploreny400.com for more information 

Quadricentennial Countdown 

Did You Know?  

Did you know the Hudson Valley has its own ghost town? 
 
Located in northern Rockland County north of Stony Point, Doodletown was settled in 1762 and gained favor 
during the Revolutionary War as a crossroads for soldiers fighting at Bear Mountain and Stony Point.  A     
century later, Doodletown had become a thriving mining community and attracted a variety of speculators 
including Thomas Edison.  However, by the early twentieth century the local mines had been emptied and the 
town began to decline.  At the same time, Bear Mountain State Park was expanding and acquiring property 
from Doodletown’s landowners.  By the 1960s, the town was abandoned.    
 
Today Doodletown is part of Bear Mountain State Park and is a popular destination for hikers, birdwatchers, 
botanists, and local historians.  Many foundations, walls, and staircases are still visible and many of the      
surrounding trails are maintained. The town's cemeteries contain graves ranging from centuries old to recent 
burials, as former residents and their relatives can still choose to be buried there. Plaques identifying    
Doodletown’s structures have been installed by the park service, listing which families owned each property 
and often showing pictures of how each building originally appeared.  
 
Have some good Hudson Valley Trivia you’d like to share with everyone? Email us and let us know! 

The Hudson River Valley Greenway / Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area E-Newsletter is published monthly  
And emailed to friends of the Hudson River Valley.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.   
Questions or Comments? Email hrvg@hudsongreenway.state.ny.us or call (518) 473-3835 

Be sure to visit the Greenway Website at www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us 
And the National Heritage Website at www.hudsonrivervalley.com 
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Grants:   Mark Castiglione, Senior Planner 
Events:   Kim Wilson, Webmaster/Admin Assistant  
Heritage Spotlight:  John Dennehey, Senior Planner 
Community Spotlight:  John Dennehey, Senior Planner 
Trails Spotlight:  Jessica DesLauriers, Trails Coordinator 
Trivia:    John Dennehey, Senior Planner 

 
Heritage Spotlight 

DeWint House 
 
The DeWint House in Tappan, New York is an outstanding example of Hudson Valley 
Colonial Dutch architecture and is the oldest surviving structure in Rockland County. 
 
The sandstone and brick house was built in 1700 by Daniel DeClark, a Hollander who 
came to America in 1676. In 1746, West Indies planter Patriot Johannes DeWint 
bought the house which became a temporary headquarters of Commander-in-Chief 
George Washington during the American Revolution. Washington visited the home in 
1780 while inspecting a redoubt over the Hudson and again during the trial and   
hanging of Major John Andre, co-conspirator in Benedict Arnold’s infamous plot.    
Washington returned in 1783 with British General Sir Guy Carleton to negotiate the 
final withdrawal of the British from New York City. In 1932, the property was acquired 
by the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York.   
 

The house's two first-floor rooms and fully functioning kitchen have been restored and furnished to reflect the period of    
Washington's occupancy. An adjacent 19th-century carriage house contains displays of artifacts uncovered at the site during  
archaeological digs, as wells as items related to Washington, Andre and Arnold, and the Masons. The DeWint House is on the 
National Register of Historic Places and has been designated a National Masonic Historic Site and National Historic Landmark.   
 
The DeWint House is located at the corner of Livingston Street and Oak Tree Road in Tappan and  is open from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. daily. Free    
admission. (845) 359-1359. 


