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Hudson River Valley Greenway Joint Board Meeting  
 

On October 14, 2009, the Greenway held a 

joint meeting of the Boards of the Hudson 
River Valley Greenway Communities  
Council and Conservancy, and the Hudson 
River Valley National Heritage Area, at the 
Historic Cornell Boathouse at Marist         
College  in Poughkeepsie, NY.  

  
Board Members and guests were          
welcomed by Marist College President and 
Greenway Conservancy Board Member Dr. 
Dennis Murray, who spoke about the new 
Marist College Raymond A. Rich Institute 

for Leadership Development , located in the 
Payne Mansion on 60 acres of protected 
land. Also on hand to welcome meeting 
attendees were Dutchess County Planning  

Commissioner Roger Akeley and Town of 
Poughkeepsie  Supervisor Patricia Myers.  
  

In addition, John Daniels, President of L&P 
Media,  presented a preview of the newly 
redesigned Hudson River Valley Greenway 
and Hudson River Valley National Heritage 
area websites, and demonstrated some of 
the new functions that will be available to users.  The new Greenway and National Heritage Area websites will provide 
enhanced capabilities and services for our communities and partners. L&P Mediaôs client list includes the NY State Office 

of the Attorney General and I Love NY.  
 
During the meeting, the Greenway Boards presented outgoing Supervisor of Hyde Park Pompey Delafield with a              
commendation for his time, effort and dedication to the Greenwayôs mission and for his many years of service to the  
citizens of the Hudson River Valley. To view a web cast of the Greenway Board Meeting, please visit                      
http://www.totalwebcasting.com/live/hrvg   

 
New Communities  
 

The Greenway welcomes the Town of Fort Ann  in Washington County as a newly designated Greenway Community. This 
brings the total number of Greenway Communities to 255.  
 

Greenway Grants Awarded  

 
During the October 14th Board Meeting, the Hudson River Valley Greenway Board awarded a total of $35,000 in           
Greenway Community grants to Town of Hillsdale , Columbia County, for development of a Hamlet plan ($10,000); Town 
of Red Hook , Dutchess County, for updates to the Town zoning code that will revitalize the villages and protect            
agricultural landscapes ($10,000); Village of Catskill , Greene County, for development of a downtown and waterfront 
revitalization strategy that will enhance the main street corridor ($10,000); and the Town of Fort Ann , Washington 
County, for a Town Center feasibility study that will consolidate services into a centralized location ($5,000).  
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Greenway Conservancy Small Grants  
 

The Greenway was also pleased to announce the recipients of the 2009 Greenway Conservancy Small Grants Program at 
the Greenway Board Meeting. This grant program focuses on trail related projects, particularly those that will help to  

further the goals of the Draft Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail Vision Plan . A total of $95,000 was awarded to            
communities and trail groups throughout the valley. The recipients of this yearôs awards were: Wave Hill , Wave Hill 

Woodlands Trail Repair ($7,500); Town of Kinderhook , Kinderhook -Stuyvesant -Stockport Intermunicipal Trail Feasibility 
Study ($10,000); City of Middletown , Orange Heritage          
Trail -Middletown Extension Project ($18,000); Hudson        
Highlands Nature Museum , Pre -School Discovery Trail 
($7,500); Boscobel  Restoration, Inc., Rehabilitation of Trail 

from Woodland Trail to Constitution Marsh ($5,750); Hudson 
Valley Rail Trail Association , Inc., Hudson Valley Rail Trail       
Brochure ($1,500); County of Ulster , Sojourner Truth Ulster 
Landing County Park ADA Access Trail Construction ($7,000); 
and Southern Ulster Alliance / Town of New Paltz , Southern   
Ulster Alliance Recreation Trail Project ($17,750). In addition, 

funding for two additional trail projects in Westchester County 
was provided through private funds allocated to the Greenway        
specifically for trail projects in Westchester County: Village of 
Dobb's Ferry , Dobbs Ferry Old Croton Aqueduct Trail              
Restoration ($10,000); and Village of Tarrytown  with Sleepy 

Hollow , Tarrytown Lakes Trail Extension ($10,000)  
 

Walkway Over the Hudson Now Open  
 

On October 3, 2009, the long -awaited grand opening of the 
Walkway Over the Hudson State Historic Park  took place,          
making it New Yorkôs 179th  state park, as well as the worldôs 
longest and highest pedestrian bridge at 1.25 miles long and 
212 feet high. Thousands of people turned out to view this               

spectacular new addition to the State Park system, and to          
become a part of history. Musician Pete Seger was on hand to 
lend a musical tribute to the opening, and a parade of Hudson 
Valley residents waving banners and flags was a festive sight 
from either side of the bridge. The Walkway is expected to  
provide an  economic boost for the  Hudson Valley as a major 

tourist attraction as well as a well -used pedestrian pathway for 

residents and visitors alike.  Read more about the Walkway 
Over the Hudson in this monthôs spotlight. 
 

Franny Reese State Park Opens  
 

On Friday, October 16, 2009, Scenic Hudson , New York State 

Parks  Commissioner Carol Ash, Alex Reese, the Palisades      
Interstate Park Commission  and Town of Lloyd  Supervisor Ray 
Costantino were pleased to celebrate the opening of Franny 
Reese State Park  in Highland, NY. The park is dedicated to the 
memory of Frances ñFrannyò Reese, a noted environmentalist 
and one of Scenic Hudsonôs founders. The park features 250 
acres of ridgeline and impressive views of the Hudson River. 

Scenic Hudson purchased the property in 2003, and New York 
State assumed ownership in 2006. The Franny Reese State 
Park will be managed for public use by Scenic Hudson and the Palisades Interstate Park Commission on behalf of the 

New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation. The park will also become part of a Walkway Loop 
Trail , linking with the Mid Hudson Bridge and the Walkway Over the Hudson. During the opening of the Franny Reese 
State Park, the Hudson River Valley Greenway was acknowledged for its role in providing Quadricentennial funding for 

the design and construction of trail signs for the Walkway Loop Trail.  
 

New York Census Complete Count Grant Program Announced  
 

The Department of State recently announced the availability of $2 million for activities that will encourage hard - to -count 
populations to participate in the 2010 Census.  These activities include those that promote awareness of the Census,  
improve Census questionnaire mail back rates, and encourage cooperation with Census takers. All residents of the United 

States must be counted every ten years through a nationwide census. The population of an area, as determined by the 
census, plays a critical role in determining federal and state funding to municipalities, as well as representation in       
national, state, and local governments. The public and private sector rely on census information to help guide investment 
decisions in infrastructure and human capital. For more information about the 2010 Census, visit the Department of 
Stateôs Census website or contact (518) 473 -3355.  

Grand Opening of Walkway Over The Hudson  
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