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May is National Preservation Month 
 

This May marks the third annual National Preservation Month, as designated by the National Trust for Historic    
Preservation.  In honor of this designation, the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area joins others across the    
country in demonstrating the value and importance of preserving our nation’s heritage.  Preservation has significant 
benefits for education, quality of life, sense of place, tourism, and economic development. The Hudson River Valley    
National Heritage Area and the National Trust encourage people to take this opportunity to participate in events and   
explore their heritage.   

 
 
USS Slater Acquires WWII-Era Radar 
 

The USS Slater recently acquired a World War II-era dome shaped radar, making the ship one of 
the most authentically restored Naval ships from that time period. The radar came from a retired 
Naval vessel that has been permanently anchored in San Francisco. The USS Slater, a designated 
Heritage Site of the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area, has undergone a ten year        
restoration. The ship is open to the public through November and is moored on the Hudson River 
in Albany. 

 
 
Open Space Acquisition Links Roosevelt Home to Val-Kill 
 

The National Park Service recently announced the addition of important lands to the Home of Franklin Roosevelt National 
Historic Site. A 334-acre parcel between Routes 9 and 9G will reunite the Roosevelt Home to Eleanor Roosevelt’s    
Val-Kill.  Scenic Hudson, Inc. purchased the property in 2004, and has worked for several years with the Hudson River 
Valley National Heritage Area, the National Park Service, and the Town of Hyde Park. The Roosevelt Farm and Forest 
parcel is the site of the original Roosevelt Farm Lane, which will be restored and open next year with shuttle    
transportation between the Home, the FDR Library and Museum and Val-Kill.  Farm Lane travels through historic tree 
plantations developed by FDR himself, and is part of the Hyde Park Trail network.   

 
Hike-A-Thon at the Museum of the Hudson Highlands 
 

On Saturday, May 19th, the Museum of the Hudson Highlands will host its first ever MHH Hike-A-Thon on its 177-acre 
Kenridge Farm property on Route 9W in Cornwall.  Hiking opportunities range from an easy half mile to a moderately 
challenging three miles. Group warm-up exercises will start at 9:00 a.m. to be followed by brief welcoming remarks    
before the 9:30 a.m. hike. Trails will be supervised until noon, giving everyone a chance to enjoy a beautiful day    
outdoors.  Pre-registration is required, and participants are encouraged to form teams. The Museum’s Annual Wildflower 
Sale will be held on the same day.  
 
Further details about the MHH Hike-A-Thon can be obtained through the Museum or by calling (845) 534-5506 x204. 
 

Millerton Wins Planning Award  
 
On April 30th, the Village of Millerton was recognized for their commitment to planning with an award at the Annual   
Dinner of the Dutchess County Planning Federation. Millerton’s Clock Tower Restoration Project was selected as an    
outstanding achievement in the field of Public Amenities. John Dennehey, Senior Planner for the Greenway and Heritage 
Area, accepted the award on behalf of Millerton and spoke briefly about the project’s significance. The Hudson River    
Valley Greenway previously awarded a grant to Millerton to assist with the research, documentation, and education    
associated with this project. 
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Explore New York Grant  Received by National Heritage Area  
 
The Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area has received a $25,000 grant from I Love 
New York’s Explore New York Grant Program to assist in the development of “New           
Amsterdam to Fort Orange: A Passenger’s Guide to the Hudson River Valley National        
Heritage Area.” This educational resource will be located on Amtrak trains and will educate 
passengers traveling through the Hudson Valley about the resources visible from their       
window and the communities in the region where station stops exist.  This initiative will not 
only educate a large audience about the significance of the valley but will also encourage 
passengers to explore the resources of the region which will, in turn, stimulate local            
economies.  

 
Jack’s Oyster House Wins Prestigious Award 
 

Jack’s Oyster House in Albany, a recommended restaurant on the website for the Hudson River Valley National Heritage 
Area, has been awarded the prestigious Ivy Award by Restaurants and Institutions Magazine.  An Albany landmark for 90 
years, Jack's Oyster House is famed for a pre-war, politicians'-club ambiance. Jack’s is the first restaurant in upstate 
New York to receive this award in the 36-year history of the prize.  Jack's has been continuously run by the same family 
since Jack Rosenstein opened the business in 1913, and is now run by his grandson, Brad.  The annual awards dinner 
will be held May 20 at The Field Museum in Chicago. 
 

Smart Growth Nominations Now Being Accepted 
 

The New York State Association of REALTORS® (NYSAR) is currently accepting entries for the 2007 Award for Smart 
Growth Excellence.  This is the third year that NYSAR has offered this program to recognize the successful efforts of New 
York State communities to incorporate smart growth principles into their development projects and zoning policies.    
Applications are due July 13, 2007.  Projects submitted for consideration must have been completed or enacted within 
the past five years, and must address one of the ten smart growth principles adopted by NYSAR. Additional information 
can be obtained by visiting the website for NYSAR or by calling (518) 463-0300. 

Upcoming Grant Opportunities 

Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants will be due May 13th for our June Board Meeting. Applications 
received after this date will be considered for our October Board Meeting. Applications can be downloaded from the Hudson River 
Valley Greenway Website by clicking here.  
 
Other Grant Opportunities: 
 
Preserve New York Grant Program The Preservation League of New York State and the New York State Council on the Arts are 
pleased to offer the 2007 Preserve New York (PNY) Grant Program to municipalities and not-for-profit organizations undertaking 
historic structure reports, historic landscape reports and cultural resource surveys. Please note that you first must discuss your 
project with League Technical and Grants staff before you can receive an application. (May 1) 
 
Winery Website Development Grants: The Department is providing up to $1,000 in matching grant funds for New York State 
wineries. This is our second round of funding for the program. This funding can assist wineries in enhancing the appearance and 
functionality of their web sites including enabling the use of credit cards and creating translations into other languages. For the 
general promotion of the industry, wineries participating in the program will be required to link their sites to the Department’s 
web site. (May 30) 
 
Tourism Cares historic preservation grants: Letters of inquiry concerning grants of up to $100,000 each from Tourism Cares. 
Support will be given to projects designed to conserve, protect, and restore sites of exceptional cultural, historic, or natural   
significance, and to promote public awareness of and participation in those conservation activities. Priority will be given to    
projects that are linked to tourism, are endorsed by local tourism offices, and have strong support and involvement of the local 
community. (June 1) 
 
Save Our History Grants: Applications for grants from the Save Our History program, administered by the       
History Channel and Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors. Grants of up to $10,000 each will be awarded to       
historic-preservation organizations that collaborate with educators on projects that help students         
understand the importance of history in their communities. Additional information is available on the      
History Channel's Web site. (June 1) 
 
Land and Water Conservation Fund Program: A matching grant program for the acquisition, development 
and/or rehabilitation of outdoor park and recreation facilities. Funds are available to municipal public 
agencies and Indian tribal governments. Funded projects must reflect the priorities established in SCORP 
and be available to the general public. Source of funds: The National Park Service. (June 29) 



New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Environmental Protection Fund Matching Grants: (June 29) 
 

Parks Program: For acquisition or development of parks and recreational facilities for projects to preserve, rehabilitate or 
restore lands, waters or structures for park, recreation or conservation purposes. Funds may be awarded to    
municipalities or not-for-profits with an ownership interest, for indoor or outdoor projects and must reflect the priorities 
established in the NY Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).  
 
Historic Preservation Program: To improve, protect, preserve, rehabilitate or restore properties listed on the National or 
State Registers of Historic Places. Funds are available to municipalities or not-for-profits with an ownership interest.  
 
Heritage Areas Program: For projects to preserve, rehabilitate or restore lands, waters or structures, identified in a   
management plan approved by the Commissioner. Projects must fall within a New York State Designated Heritage Area.  
 
Acquisition: For acquisition of a permanent easement or fee title to lands, waters or  structures for use by all segments 
of the population for park, recreation, conservation or preservation purposes. To be used for all three program areas 
where acquisition is of more importance than development.  

 
2007 Environmental Justice Community Impact Research Grant Program The New York State Department of Environmental    
Conservation's Office of Environmental Justice announces the availability of Community Impact Research Grants in 2007. These 
grants will provide community-based non-profit organizations with funding from $2,00 to $25,000 to conduct research and    
education projects on multiple environmental harms and risks to their communities. (July 17) 
 
Wetlands Conservation Act Standard Grants  To promote the long-term conservation of North American wetland ecosystems and 
the waterfowl and other migratory birds, fish and wildlife that depend on   wetlands. (July 27)  
 
Conservation Trust grants from the National Geographic Society  For conservation and research programs that promote the   
sustainable use and preservation of the earth's biological, cultural, and historical resources. Grants of up to $20,000 each to   
individuals who have conducted prior research or conservation work related to the proposed program. (Open) 
 
2007 Unified Funding (UF) process Through the NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) and the NYS Housing 
Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC). Capital programs and initiatives that will provide funds for a wide range of affordable housing 
and community revitalization activities including: new construction, substantial rehabilitation or moderate rehabilitation of rental 
or owner occupied housing; emergency repair; homebuyer assistance; façade and building renovation; streetscape    
enhancement, downtown anchor creation; accessibility modifications and tenant-based rental assistance. (Deadlines Vary)  
 
The Trust's National Preservation Endowment offers several types of financial assistance to nonprofit organizations, public    
agencies, for-profit companies, and individuals involved in preservation-related projects. In 2005, through the National    
Preservation Endowment, the National Trust provided almost $17 million in financial assistance and direct investment to support 
preservation in cities, towns, and rural areas all over the United States. If you would like more information on any of these grant 
programs, please contact the National Trust Regional Office nearest you. (Open) 
 
Google’s In-Kind Advertising Services to Nonprofits This program supports organizations that share the company’s philosophy of 
community service worldwide in areas such as science and technology, education, global public health, the environment, youth 
advocacy, and the arts. (Open) 
 
Management Assistance Mini-Grant Program. Helps board and staff members and volunteer leaders develop new skills by    
providing financial support to hire consultants and to help defray professional-development costs. The foundation will finance no 
more than 80 percent of a project budget, and grants will not exceed $10,000. (Open) 
 
Collaboration Grants Applications for grants from the Dyson Foundation's Strategic Restructuring Initiative, which supports the 
collaboration of two or more organizations intent on establishing a continuing relationship in order to increase efficiency and   
service. Grants awarded in four categories: assessment, planning, integration, and enhancement. (Open) 
 
Historical preservation grants from the Travelers Conservation Foundation. Projects designed to conserve, protect, and restore 
sites of exceptional cultural, historic, or natural significance, and to promote public awareness of and participation in those    
conservation activities. Priority will be given to projects that are linked to tourism, that are endorsed by local tourism offices, and 
that have the potential for duplication in other communities. (Open) 
 
Environmental Training and Technical Assistance Grants: Applications for training and technical-assistance funds from the    
Environmental Support Center to strengthen nonprofit environmental organizations in areas including fund raising, organizational 
development, and planning. Who may apply: regional, statewide, or local grass-roots organizations serving low-income or    
minority constituencies that have environmental issues as a significant part of the organization's agenda. (Open) 
 
Pollution Prevention and Economic Development: Through the Environmental Investment Program (EIP), the 
New York State  Department of Economic Development (DED) and its Environmental Services Unit (ESU) 
support projects that lead to measurable pollution prevention and economic development results. Eligible 
applicants include qualified small and medium-sized New York State businesses, non-profit organizations and 
municipalities on behalf of New York State businesses. For more information, call   (518) 292-5340. (Open)  

 



5/1-12/31: Full Steam Ahead: Robert Fulton and the Age of Steamboats: Join the  
Albany Institute of History and Art for this celebration of the 200th       
anniversary of Fulton’s first steamboat voyage of the Clermont from New 
York City to Albany. (518) 463-4478 

 
5/1: Opening day: New York State Canal System: During this 182nd                

consecutive navigation season, recreational boaters will be able to cruise 
toll free.  For more information, call 1-800-4CANAL4. 

 
5/3: Jackie: Behind the Myth: Lyndhurst presents a lecture about Jacqueline 

Kennedy Onassis and her commitment to preservation. (914) 631-4481 
 
5/4: Climate Change and Growth in the Tri-State Metropolitan Region: Explore  

issues of Global Warming and its impact on the region at the 17th annual 
Regional Assembly. (212) 253-2727 x363    

 
 Albany First Friday: Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for          
 exhibition openings, receptions, and special events. 
 
5/5: Birding and Breakfast: Experts from the National Audubon Society will 

lead an early morning bird walk through the historic orchard and gardens 
of Van Cortland manor. (914) 631-8200 x618 

 
 Ninth Annual Mayfair Celebration at Philipse Manor Hall: Celebrate spring 

with a flower show, crafts, music, and activities.  (914) 965-4027 
 
5/6: Living History Day:  Visit the Ten Broeck Mansion for a day of hands-on 

activities, music, and demonstrations that highlight our region’s rich     
history.  (518) 436-9826 

 
 Guided Hike on the New Trails at Locust Grove: Enjoy a guided hike with 

scenic vistas, groves of trees, and a rare opportunity to view historic    
photos of three amazing historic estates. (845) 454-4500 x17    

 
 A Fresh Look with Photographer Sally Apfelbaum: Experience a private 

tour at the Hudson River Museum and hands-on photography class.    
(718) 549-3200, x305. 

 
5/11-13:  Birding and Spring Nature: Join birding experts for bird walks and nature 

scrambles at Mohonk Mountain House. (845) 255-1000 
 
 Albany Tulip Fest:  Visit Albany’s historic Washington Park for this annual 

celebration with thousands of tulips, music, crafters, and food.          
(518) 434-2032 

 
5/13: Hikers Holiday: Hike the trails of Mohonk Mountain House and the       

Northern Shawangunks with terrain for all levels of experience.           
(845) 255-1000 

 
 Artists-on-the-Hudson: Enjoy fine food, period music, art activities, and 

entertainment for all ages at Irving’s historic Sunnyside.  (914) 591-8763  
 
 Spring Birding at Olana: Spend an early morning walk in search of the  

diverse birds of Olana's landscape. (518) 828- 0135 x305  
  
5/14: Solar New York 2007: This conference will focus on issues of green     

building, environmental legislation, and the solar power industry.  
 
5/16: John Paul Jones:  Visit the John Jay Homestead for guest speaker Joseph 

F. Callo, retired Rear Admiral and author of John Paul Jones, America's 
First Sea Warrior. (914) 232-8119.  

  
 History Hike at Olana: Celebrate Historic Preservation Week by exploring 

carriage trails that meander through the 250-acre estate and learn their 
use back in Frederic Church's day. (518) 828- 0135 x305  

 
5/17: Albany Community Block Party: Enjoy a Community Block Party and a 

"Grand Re-opening" with family entertainment, food, and dancing.  

Upcoming Events 

Wilderstein 

Wilderstein is a Queen Anne-style   
mansion, with 40-acre grounds that 
afford magnificent views of the Hudson 
River and Catskill Mountains. 
 
The home of the Suckley family for 
three generations, Wilderstein was built 
in the Italianate style for Thomas   
Suckley in 1852; 36 years later, his 
son, Robert, doubled its size, adding a 
verandah, porte cochere, and five-story 
tower. At the same time, the interior 
was decorated with wall coverings in 
wood, leather, and cloth, as well as 
stained-glass windows. The rooms,   
including a Gothic library, silk-draped 
Louis XVI salon, Colonial Revival parlor, 
and English Renaissance-style dining 
room sheathed in mahogany, represent 
the styles of late 19th-century interior 
design. 
 
In 1890, Robert Suckley hired Calvert 
Vaux to landscape the grounds. He 
planted many of the trees that now   
offer shade to visitors and created a 
series of drives and trails leading to 
scenic overlooks. 
 
Wilderstein's last resident, Margaret 
"Daisy" Suckley (Robert Suckley’s 
daughter), gave the house and grounds 
t o  t he  nonp ro f i t  W i l de r s t e i n    
Preservation in 1983 to ensure its    
ongoing preservation. A distant cousin 
and confidante of Franklin D. Roosevelt 
(she gave the president his Scottish 
terrier, Fala), Suckley continued to live 
in the house until her death in 1991. Its 
rooms, whose timeworn condition    
illustrates the genteel poverty that   
befell so many Hudson Valley families, 
contain the Suckleys '  or ig inal    
possessions, including portraits of their 
Livingston and Beekman ancestors,  
furniture, carpets, china, books, and 
photographs. 
 
Wilderstein, at 330 Morton Road, Rhinebeck, 
is open 12-4 p.m. Thurs.-Sun. May-October; 
12-4 p.m. on weekends Thanksgiving 
through December. Guided tours. Admission 
fee to house; admission to the grounds is 
free. 845-876-4818. 

Heritage Spotlight 



Ulster County 

Ulster County is truly a place of diverse 
landscapes. Stretching from the    
Catskill Mountains, down to the Hudson 
River, Ulster County includes majestic 
vistas, fertile countryside and historic 
centers.  These diverse landscapes and 
the diversity of the County’s the towns, 
villages and cities, presents a challenge 
to working together at the regional level 
to address issues that transcend    
municipal boundaries.  To address these 
regional issues and to encourage    
i n c reased  commun i ca t i on  and    
cooperation among the communities in 
the County, Ulster County is beginning 
a Greenway Compact process. The 
Greenway recently awarded the County 
a $15,000 matching grant for the first 
phase of the project. 
 
Ulster County’s community-driven 
Greenway Compact process will reflect 
the rural traditions and sense of    
self-reliance rooted in County’s history 
and culture. The development of the 
County-wide Greenway Compact will 
complement other planning efforts in 
Ulster County including, housing    
studies, long range transportation   
planning, non- motorized transportation 
planning, economic development    
strategic planning and open space   
planning. The Compact process and  
development will not only reinforce the 
balanced Greenway principles but it will 
also reinforce the regional perspective    
necessary to implement these other 
planning efforts. The Compact will also 
serve to provide planning strategies, 
best practices and other resources to 
help give communities the tools they 
need to make choices that reflect local 
priorities but also take a regional    
perspective into account. 
 
Ulster County’s on-going Compact  
process will include community self  
a s s e s s m e n t  w o r k s h o p s  a n d    
intermunicipal and regional connection 
opportunity identification.  

Community Spotlight 
5/17  Spring 5K Trail Race at Locust Grove: The scenic, all-trail course winds 

along historic carriage roads overlooking the Hudson. Fresh flowers from 
the gardens will be awarded to the top three runners in all men's and 
women's divisions. Registration due May 9. (845) 454-4500 x17  

 
5/18 Springtime Tea at Ten Broeck Mansion: Admire the springtime gardens 
 and enjoy a Victorian Tea in the formal dining room with live period music. 
 Victorian-era dress is encouraged. (518) 436-9826 

 
5/19:  Community Day at Philipse Manor Hall: In honor of National Historic          

Preservation Month enjoy free admission to the site. (914) 965-4027 
 
 Open Hearth Cooking Workshop: Use period “recipes” and methods to   

prepare a delicious 18th-century meal at Van Cortlandt Manor.  
(914) 631-8200 x618  

 
 Feet, Hooves and Rails: Transportation in the Nineteenth Century     

America: Enjoy a lecture by J. Ward Reagan at the Foundry School         
Museum. (845) 265-4010 x13 

  
 Hike-A-Thon:  Join the Museum of the Hudson Highlands for this first ever 

event on its 177-acre property.  The Annual Wildflower Sale will be held 
on the same day. (845) 534-5506 x205 

 
 Court Hall Open House at Olana:  In honor of National Preservation Month, 

come view recent restoration work on Frederic Church’s original Court Hall 
stencils at Olana.  (518) 828-0135 

 
5/20: Asher B. Durand: Intimate Observations: Olana and Cedar Grove  will host 

this join symposium Asher Durand and his impact on the Hudson River 
School movement. (518) 828-0135  

 
 Pinkster Festival: Visit Philipsburg Manor for this cross-cultural colonial 

festival celebrating spring. Enjoy period music, folk dance,                 
demonstrations,  and revelry.  (914) 631-3992. 

 
5/25: Troy Night Out: Visit the City of Troy for an evening of arts and culture 
 with live music, food, shopping and gallery exhibitions. 
 
 USO Show at the Wallace Center:  Enjoy an evening of WWII-era         

entertainment, comedy, historic newsreels, and music from the 1940s. 
Wearing of period dress is encouraged.1-800-FDR-VISIT. 

 
El Dia de la Primavera: Join the Hudson River Museum for a program of 
Latin dance, Andean folk music, and discussion about Mexican culture. 
(914) 963-4550 

 
5/26-27: Bivouac - Living History: The lawn in front of the FDR Presidential Library 

will take on the appearance of a WWII encampment with period military 
vehicles and soldiers in battle dress.  Demonstrations and presentations 
will take place throughout the day. 1-800-FDR-VISIT. 

 
5/27-29: Animals & Acrobats at Van Cortlandt Manor: Experience an early American 

traveling circus with juggling and tightrope walking, live music, puppet 
shows, and a historical magic show. (914) 271-8981. 

 
5/27: Spring Birding: Nesting Birds:  Join the resident naturalist to seek out 

nesting birds on Olana’s landscape. (518) 828- 0135 x305 
 
5/30: Annual House and Garden Tour at the John Jay Homestead: Catch a 

glimpse of some of the area's finest homes and gardens. (914) 232-8119 
 

5/31: Michael Heizer Lecture at Dia:Beacon: Chrissie Iles of the Whitney       
Museum of Art will discuss works by Michael Heizer. (845) 440-0100 x44 

 
 Variations: Join Bakerloo Theatre Project at RPI for the World Premiere of 

two One-Act Plays exploring themes in the writings of Shakespeare and 
Chekhov. (212) 252-2947 



The Hyde Park Trail 

The Town of Hyde Park is home to    
several significant National Heritage 
Area sites. Since 1988, the Hyde Park 
Trail Committee has been developing a 
trail network to make these sites more 
accessible to visitors while promoting 
safe and healthy outdoor recreation 
opportunities for the community. The 
nearly 14-mile Hyde Park Trail provides 
important connections between historic 
sites, parks, open spaces and    
community centers. 
 
A 3.5-mile portion of the Trail that   
extends south from Vanderbilt along the 
Hudson River to the FDR site received 
Greenway Trail Designation in 1992.  
Since that time, the Hype Park Trail 
Committee has made great strides in 
extending the trail network.  In April, 
2007, Scenic Hudson Land Trust, Inc. 
transferred a key parcel of land to the 
National Park Service (NPS), providing 
a direct connection between the FDR 
site and Eleanor Roosevelt's Val-Kill 
along the Roosevelt Farm Lane Trail.  
The Greenway looks forward to working 
with the Town’s Trail Committee and 
the NPS to designate some of the newer 
segments of the Hyde Park Trail as part 
of the Hudson River Valley Greenway 
Trail System. 
  
The Hyde Park Trail Committee has 
partnered with the NPS and Scenic   
Hudson to sponsor a series of hikes - 
Hyde Park Healthy Trails Spring 2007.  
Upcoming guided hikes include: 
 
Winnakee Nature Preserve Trail - 
Sunday, May 6th at 1:00pm 
Hackett Hill Park Trail - Sunday, May 
13th at 1:00pm 
Roosevelt Farm Lane Trail - Sunday, 
May 20th at 1:00pm 
 
For more information contact the Hyde 
Park Recreation Department at (845) 
229-8086 

Trail Spotlight 

Quadricentennial Countdown 

611 Days  
www.exploreny400.com 

5/1: Bennington Battlefield 
 Fred J. Johnston Museum 
 Huguenot Street 
 Locust Grove 
 Montgomery Place 
 Ten Broeck Mansion 
 Val-Kill 
 Wilderstein 
 
5/5: Caramoor House Museum 
 Thomas Cole House 
 
5/12: Kykuit: Rockefeller Estate 
 Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome 
 Playland Amusement Park 

5/15:  Hill-Hold   
 Lindenwald   
 
5/25: Opus 40   
 
5/26: Bronck Museum   
 Shaker Museum and Library 
  
5/29: James Vanderpoel House 
 Knox’s Headquarters   
 Luykas Van Alen
   

Opening Dates for National Heritage Area Sites 

 
6/2: National Trails Day: A celebration of trails to increase the awareness of 
 community trails and help volunteer trail clubs.  This is a great time to 
 schedule a trail clean-up event on the Greenway Trail in your community.   
 
7/1-11: Great Hudson River Paddle: An opportunity to paddle nearly 150 miles 

from Albany to New York City, combined with festivals in several riverfront 
communities 

 
7/13-20: Ramapo 2007 Biennial Conference of the Appalachian Trail                 

Conservancy.  Includes hikes, excursions, and workshops. 
 
8/14-19: Great Hudson Valley Pedal: A five-day, 200-mile bicycle tour from Albany 

to New York City through the magnificent and historic Hudson Valley.
  

9/15-16 Hudson River Valley Ramble: Highlighting the scenic, natural, cultural and 
23,29-30  historic resources that earned the region its designation as a National 
 Heritage Area. 
 
11/13-14: New York Heritage Development Conference: Hudson River Valley National 
 Heritage Area in partnership with Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor 
 and New York State Heritage Area  Association.  

Upcoming Greenway and National Heritage Area Events 

Did you know that Philadelphia Cream Cheese was developed in Chester, New York? 
 
In 1872 while attempting to duplicate the popular Neufchatel cheese of France,          
William Lawrence, a dairyman from Chester in Orange County, developed a rich 
cheese made from cream and whole milk. The cheese that he developed was richer 
and creamier then the Neufchatel cheese and soon became known as cream cheese. 
 
In 1880, a New York cheese distributor began     
producing and wrapping the cream cheese in tinfoil 
wrappers and distributing it as Philadelphia Brand 
Cream Cheese. Top-quality dairy products often 
originated in or were associated with the city of 
Philadelphia and were referred to as "Philadelphia 
quality."  Kraft Foods bought the brand in 1928. 
 
In many European countries, cream cheese is eaten 
as a cheese, rather than a spread, and it is served on cheese trays. In Italy, chunks of 
cream cheese are served in fresh salads. Japanese consumers put cream cheese on 
crusty bread. In America, it is commonly used as a spread for bagels and in Jell-o 
recipes. 
 
Have some good Hudson Valley Trivia you’d like to share with everyone? Let us know! 

Did You Know... 
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Questions or Comments? Email hrvg@hudsongreenway.state.ny.us or call (518) 473-3835 
Be sure to visit the Greenway Website at www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us  

And the National Heritage Website at www.hudsonrivervalley.com 
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Featured Website:  John Dennehey, Senior Planner 

Hudson River Watertrail Association - The all-volunteer Watertail Association seeks to enhance the perception of the Hudson River as a          
recreational resource.  It accomplishes this goal by working to establish a water trail along the river from Manhattan to the Great Lakes and the St. 
Lawrence Seaway. Once complete, the water trail will offer a variety of amenities for limited-range boats that include overnight accommodations 
and access points.   
 
The website for the Association provides information regarding current conditions, upcoming events, and a brief description of      
Hudson River ecology.  Through a link to NOAA, up to date tide and current information are provided.  Website links are also       
provided to partner sites that provide additional information about exploring the Hudson River and the water trail program. 
(www.hrwa.org)  

Featured Website 


