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May is National Preservation Month 
 

This May marks the forth annual National Preservation Month, as designated by the National Trust for Historic    
Preservation.  In honor of this designation, the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area joins others across the    
country in demonstrating the value and importance of preserving our nation’s heritage.  Preservation has significant 
benefits for education, quality of life, sense of place, tourism, and economic development. The Hudson River Valley    
National Heritage Area and the National Trust encourage people to take this opportunity to participate in events and   
explore their heritage.   

 
 
Planning for Biodiversity 

The Hudson River Valley Greenway was among the sponsors of the conference Planning for Biodiversity: Strategies for 
Developers and Municipalities on Tuesday, April 29th at Marist College.  The conference was organized by the Hudson 
Valley Smart Growth Alliance, a regional partnership of diverse interests who have come together to build consensus on 
smart growth principles and promote local and regional solutions to sprawl.  The topics included proactive planning for 
habitat conservation and tools for protecting nature in communities, in addition to success stories from Greene and 
Dutchess County communities of how they have worked to preserve biodiveristy while encouraging economic    
development.  A summary of the presentations will be posted on the Clearwater website, at www.clearwater.org. 

Hudson River Boating and Fishing Access 
 

The Department of Environmental Conservation recently announced that there is a new CD available, which includes 
public fishing and boating access maps for 91 locations between Troy and Yonkers, as well as resources to help residents 
and visitors make the most of their river experience.  The maps and information are also available on the DEC website at 
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/41728.html.  The CDs are available for a limited time while supplies last, free of charge, as part 
of the department’s preparation for the 2009 Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial.  The CD was prepared by 
DEC’s Hudson River Estuary Program, a unique regional partnership leading the restoration of the Hudson through    
implementation of the Hudson River Estuary Action Agenda. Copies of the CD may be obtained by contacting the Estuary 
Program through email at hrep@gw.dec.state.ny.us, or call (845)256-3016. 

 
225th Commemoration of the American Revolution Continues in the Hudson Valley 
 

On April 19th, the New Windsor Cantonment hosted the commemoration of the 
225th Anniversary of the “Cessation of Hostilities.” In October 1782, a year after the 
American victory over the British at Yorktown, Virginia, General George Washington 
moved his troops to New Windsor for the winter. He had arrived at his headquarters 
at the Widow Hasbrouck House in Newburgh on March 31, 1782. Some 500 women 
and children accompanied his 7,000 troops. They transformed 1,600 acres of forests 
and meadows into a substantial military enclave or “cantonment.” By late December 
1782, they had erected nearly 600 log huts. The army would remain until            
furloughed in June 1783. On 19 April, General Washington issued his proclamation 
to the Continental Army declaring a cessation of hostilities for the American               
Revolution.  The New Windsor Cantonment is the last encampment made by General 
Washington's Continental Army  before the end of the war.  The commemorations 
were sponsored by the Hudson River Valley Institute, the academic arm of the           
Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area.  Events at the site included ceremonies, 



Upcoming Grant Opportunities 

Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants will be due May 12th for our June Board Meeting. Applications 
received after this date will be considered for our October Board Meeting.  Applications can be downloaded from the Hudson 
River Valley Greenway Website by clicking here.  
 
Other Grant Opportunities: 
 
Fellowships and Faculty Research Awards National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowships and Faculty Research Awards  
support individuals pursuing advanced research in the humanities that contributes to scholarly knowledge or to the general    
public's understanding of the humanities. (May 1) 
 
Preserve New York 2008 Grant Program Preservation League of NYS and the NYS Council on the Arts Grant Program to    
municipalities and not-for-profit organizations undertaking historic structure reports, historic landscape reports and cultural    
resource surveys. (May 5) 
 
Preservation Assistance Grants for Smaller Institutions National Endowment for the Humanities Preservation Assistance Grants 
help small and mid-sized institutions, such as libraries, museums, historical societies, archival repositories, town and county  
records offices, and colleges, improve their ability to preserve and care for their humanities collections. (May 15) 
 
Worldwide Grant Program Tourism Cares  Tourism Cares’ Worldwide Grant Program distributes charitable grants to worthy    
tourism-related non-profit organizations worldwide for capital improvements or programs as outlined on the website. (May 30) 
 
Urban and Community Forestry (U&CF) The NYS DEC is requesting proposals for grants for a variety of Urban and Community 
Forestry (U&CF) projects, in support of State commitments to address issues of climate change, environmental degradation,  
Environmental Justice, and urban sprawl. (June 4)  

Save our History The History Channel Save Our History is a national history education and preservation initiative that raises 
awareness and support for preserving local heritage. The History Channel® created Save Our History to support local history 
education and historic preservation efforts in communities across America (June 6) 
 
Transportation Enhancement Program: A federal reimbursement program under the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient    
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU), administered by the New York Department of Transportation 
(NYSDOT). The categories are listed on the "Eligible Project Types" link on the Web site. Eligible projects include trail    
development and historic preservation. Workshops for potential applicants will held by the NYSDOT Regions and the Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations (MPOs), beginning in late February or early March (June 27) 
 
The 2008 Hudson River Estuary Program: The Hudson River Estuary Program integrates scientific research, resource protection 
and management, and public involvement and education to help meet the goals of the Estuary Action Agenda. This year all 
grants are focused on helping to prepare for the 2009 Hudson/Fulton/Champlain Quadricentennial celebration with a program of 
accomplishments that further Estuary Action Agenda goals of river restoration. (June 27) 
 
New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Environmental Protection Fund Matching Grants: (June 30) 
 

Parks Program: For acquisition or development of parks and recreational facilities for projects to preserve, rehabilitate or 
restore lands, waters or structures for park, recreation or conservation purposes. Funds may be awarded to    
municipalities or not-for-profits with an ownership interest, for indoor or outdoor projects and must reflect the priorities 
established in the NY Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP).  
 
Historic Preservation Program: To improve, protect, preserve, rehabilitate or restore properties listed on the National or 
State Registers of Historic Places. Funds are available to municipalities or not-for-profits with an ownership interest.  
 
Heritage Areas Program: For projects to preserve, rehabilitate or restore lands, waters or structures, identified in a  
management plan approved by the Commissioner. Projects must fall within a New York State Designated Heritage Area.  
 
Acquisition: For acquisition of a permanent easement or fee title to lands, waters or  structures for use by all segments 
of the population for park, recreation, conservation or preservation purposes. To be used for all three program areas 
where acquisition is of more importance than development.  

Hudson Valley Communities Selected Among “Best Walking” 
 

A recent study by Prevention Magazine and the American Podiatric Medical Association found that five Hudson Valley 
communities are among the top 10 best cities for walking in New York State, and are among the top 100 best cities for 
walking in the country.  In New York State, the “Top 10 Walking Cities” list includes New York City at #1, New Rochelle 
at #2, Yonkers and #3, Mount Vernon at #5 and Albany at #6.  New Rochelle has the highest percentage of people who 
walk for exercise in the state, while Albany has more people who walk to work than anywhere else in the state.  This  
annual survey measures the walkability of the nation’s cities, based on a number of criteria including walking    
commuters, mass transit, walking for fitness, and air quality.  All of these cities should be proud of their rankings, and 
for all they are doing to improve walkability in their communities! 



2007 Environmental Justice Community Impact Research Grant Program The New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation's Office of Environmental Justice announces the availability of Community Im-
pact Research Grants in 2007. These grants will provide community-based non-profit organizations with 
funding from $2,00 to $25,000 to conduct research and education projects on multiple environmental harms 
and risks to their communities. (July 17) 
 
Wetlands Conservation Act Standard Grants  To promote the long-term conservation of North American      
wetland ecosystems and the waterfowl and other migratory birds, fish and wildlife that depend on wetlands. (July 27)  
 
The Affordable Home Ownership Development Program: Administered by the New York State Affordable Housing Corporation, a 
public benefit corporation, anticipates receiving an appropriation of $25,000,000 for Fiscal Year 2008-09, which begins on April 
1, 2008 and ends March 31, 09. 
 
Conservation Trust grants from the National Geographic Society  For conservation and research programs that promote the   
sustainable use and preservation of the earth's biological, cultural, and historical resources. Grants of up to $20,000 each to   
individuals who have conducted prior research or conservation work related to the proposed program. (Open) 
 
2007 Unified Funding (UF) process Through the NYS Division of Housing and Community Renewal (DHCR) and the NYS Housing 
Trust Fund Corporation (HTFC). Capital programs and initiatives that will provide funds for a wide range of affordable housing 
and community revitalization activities including: new construction, substantial rehabilitation or moderate rehabilitation of rental 
or owner occupied housing; emergency repair; homebuyer assistance; façade and building renovation; streetscape    
enhancement, downtown anchor creation; accessibility modifications and tenant-based rental assistance. (Deadlines Vary)  
 
The Trust's National Preservation Endowment offers several types of financial assistance to nonprofit organizations, public    
agencies, for-profit companies, and individuals involved in preservation-related projects. In 2005, through the National    
Preservation Endowment, the National Trust provided almost $17 million in financial assistance and direct investment to support 
preservation in cities, towns, and rural areas all over the United States. If you would like more information on any of these grant 
programs, please contact the National Trust Regional Office nearest you. (Open) 
 
Google’s In-Kind Advertising Services to Nonprofits This program supports organizations that share the company’s philosophy of 
community service worldwide in areas such as science and technology, education, global public health, the environment, youth 
advocacy, and the arts. (Open) 
 
Management Assistance Mini-Grant Program. Helps board and staff members and volunteer leaders develop new skills by    
providing financial support to hire consultants and to help defray professional-development costs. The foundation will finance no 
more than 80 percent of a project budget, and grants will not exceed $10,000. (Open) 
 
Collaboration Grants Applications for grants from the Dyson Foundation's Strategic Restructuring Initiative, which supports the 
collaboration of two or more organizations intent on establishing a continuing relationship in order to increase efficiency and   
service. Grants awarded in four categories: assessment, planning, integration, and enhancement. (Open) 
 
Historical preservation grants from the Travelers Conservation Foundation. Projects designed to conserve, protect, and restore 
sites of exceptional cultural, historic, or natural significance, and to promote public awareness of and participation in those    
conservation activities. Priority will be given to projects that are linked to tourism, that are endorsed by local tourism offices, and 
that have the potential for duplication in other communities. (Open) 
 
Environmental Training and Technical Assistance Grants: Applications for training and technical-assistance funds from the    
Environmental Support Center to strengthen nonprofit environmental organizations in areas including fund raising, organizational 
development, and planning. Who may apply: regional, statewide, or local grass-roots organizations serving low-income or    
minority constituencies that have environmental issues as a significant part of the organization's agenda. (Open) 

7/3-13: Eighth Annual Great Hudson River Paddle (registration now open!) 
 
7/29-31: Teaching the Hudson Valley Summer Institute at Hyde Park.  This year’s topic will be “Teaching the Hudson Valley 

Diversity: Culture, History, and Nature 1609-2009.”  
 
8/12-17: Great Hudson Valley Pedal: A 200-mile journey from Albany to New York City, experiencing 

heritage resources, cultural resources, and parklands  
 
9/13-14: Hudson River Valley Ramble: Over 160 events including hikes, bikes, walks, historic tours, 

and regional festivals.  
 
9/20-21: Hudson River Valley Ramble 
 
9/27-28: Hudson River Valley Ramble 

Upcoming Greenway and National Heritage Area Events 



5/1: Opening day: New York State Canal System: During this 182nd consecutive navigation season, recreational boaters 
are reminded that tolls have been reinstated.  For more information, call 1-800-4CANAL4. 

 
5/2: Happy Birthday Frederic Church!: Join Olana for a party in the Visitor Center to celebrate Frederic’s 182nd birthday! 

Light refreshments. (518) 828-0135  
 
 Albany First Friday: Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for exhibition openings, receptions, and events. 
 
5/2-4: Cinco de Mayo Weekend: Enjoy tours of Olana that discuss the 19th century beginnings of the holiday and focus on 

Mexican items in Olana’s collection. (518) 828-0135  
 
5/3: 225th Anniversary of the Meeting between General George Washington and British General Guy Carleton: This event, 

held at the Clearwater and DeWint House, commemorates the negotiations concerning the British evacuation of New 
York City at the close of the American Revolution. Events will include tactical exercises and reenactments.  

 
 Citizen Science Program: Record The Ribbit: Be a part of the first annual frog count being conducted by FrogWatch 

USA at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum. Learn how to identify frogs. (845) 534-5506 x204 
 
 St. Paul's Historic Dinner: A special benefit event celebrating the 275th anniversary of the great Election of 1733. 

Held on the village green at St. Paul's, the highly charged, controversial event was the largest election of its day, and 
it raised the issues of freedom of religion and the press. The event features a colonial style dinner, as well as music, 
talks, and demonstrations bringing to life the pivotal events and times of the election. (914) 667-4116  

 
5/3, 17:  Natural History Walks at the Saratoga National Battlefield: Join park volunteers and rangers for this excursion.    

(518) 664-9821 x224   
 
5/4: Thomas Cole's Sketch Paintings: The Thomas Cole National Historic Site launches the season with an exhibition of 

rarely seen "oil sketches" by Cole featuring studies for several of his well-known paintings. This is the first exhibition 
to concentrate on the oil sketch aspect of his work. The opening event on May 4th will feature a talk by the Chief 
Curator of the Smithsonian American Art Museum, Eleanor Jones Harvey. (518) 943-7465 

 
 Weekend Nature Program: Make a Natural Mother’s Day Gift: Children can create cards and gifts inspired by nature 

and made possible at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum. (845) 534-5506 x204 
 
 Kites at the Neuberger Museum of Art: This one-day social engagement will teach about simple and effective ways to 

promote environmental sustainability. This event, held in tandem with the exhibition Future Tense: Reshaping the 
Landscape, offers a chance to fly kites in the same wind and sun that can generate electricity. (914) 251-6100 

 
5/7:   Scholars' Lecture at John Jay Homestead: Fergus Bordewich, author of "Bound for Canaan", will discuss Jay’s    

activities supporting anti-slavery activists in the Hudson Valley and his new book. (914) 232-5651 
 
 Speaker Series: Why We Should Be Concerned About Invasive Plants: Join the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum for 

this discussion about techniques to counter-act invasives from Master Gardeners from the Cornell Cooperative    
Extension. (845) 534-5506, ext 204 

 
5/9, 23:  Church Tower Walk: Join St. Paul’s Church for a hike up the wooden staircase in the Church tower, leading to the 

historic, 250-year-old metal bell, one of the oldest in the country. (914) 667-4116. 
 
5/10: "Spring Training" British Camp Day: Visit the Saratoga National Battlefield to watch as soldiers drill, officers plan, 

and the army prepares once again to quell the American "rebellion." Ranger-guided bicycle tours will focus on the 
British areas of the Battlefield. (518) 664-9821 x224 

 
Putnam Day at Manitoga: Putnam County residents are invited to spend the day at Manatoga. (845) 424-3812 

 
Birds of Saratoga: Join Skidmore College ornithologist David Steinberger at the Saratoga National Historical Park to 
see warblers and other birds returning from their winter migration. (518) 664-9821 x224 

 
Birding and Breakfast: Experts from a local chapter of the National Audubon Society will lead an early morning bird 
walk through the historic orchard and gardens of Van Cortlandt Manor, followed by a hearty, 18th-century-style 
breakfast and tour of the manor. Reservations required. 914-631-8200 x618 

 
5/11: Garden Tour: Join Clermont to enjoy spring plantings and Mother's Day Tea. Reservations required. (518) 537-4240  
 
 Artists on the Hudson: Watch more than a dozen artists capture Washington Irving's Sunnyside on canvas and paper 

and enjoy musical performances and hands-on art activities for children. Step into a giant picture frame and become 
a character in a living landscape painting. (914) 591-8763. 

Other Upcoming Events Around the Region 



5/14: Speaker Series: Beautiful Easy Gardens, Easy to Maintain Without the Use of Chemicals: Hudson Highlands Nature 
Museum presents Larry Sombke to speak about organic methods in gardening. (845) 534-5506 x204 

  
5/15: "It Was I Who Did It": Spies, Saboteurs, Couriers and Other Heroines of the American Revolution: Join CUNY    

Professor Carol Berkin at Fort Montgomery as she tells the stories of women and girls who served as spies,    
saboteurs, and messengers during the war for independence. (845) 446-2134 

 
5/17: Hudson Highlands Nature Museum Hike-A-Thon 2008: Hike-A-Thon is a fundraiser for the Hudson Highlands Nature 

Museum.  Choose from a variety of trails that range in difficulty. Registration required. (845) 534-5506 x204 
 
Open Hearth Cooking Workshop - Van Cortlandt Family Receipts: Van Cortlandt Manor presents a workshop where 
the family "receipt" books will help participants recreate the meals popular with the Van Cortlandt family.  
Reservations required (914) 631-8200 x618 

 
 Guided Bird Walk: Enjoy the sights and sounds of nature during a guided bird walk on the beautiful grounds of    

Clermont. (518) 537-4240  
 
5/18: Family Tour at Olana: Enjoy a house tour specifically geared toward children and families. (518) 828-0135 

 
Pinkster Festival: This African-American celebration of spring was held in the Hudson Valley as early as the 17th  
century. Enjoy music, dance, food, and revelry at Philipsburgh Manor. Festivities include traditional dance, African 
folktales, and demonstrations of traditional African instruments and utilitarian wares. (914) 631-3992 

 
5/21:   Scholars' Lecture at John Jay Homestead: Join Lucia "Cinder" Stanton, author of "Free Some Day: The African-

American Families of Monticello." (914) 232-8119 
 
5/22: Speaker Series: Compost Tea and the Benefits of Composting: Hudson Highlands Nature Museum presents Susan 

Williams as she speaks about organic gardening and the benefits of composting. (845) 534-5506 x204 
  
5/24-26: Animals and Acrobats at Van Cortlandt Manor: Enjoy an early American traveling circus with continuous    

performances throughout the weekend. The event features Flight of the Raptor demonstrations, puppets strolling the 
grounds, tumbling acrobats, tightrope walkers, jugglers, magicians, fortune-tellers, mimes, storytellers, horse-drawn 
wagon rides, music, and more. (914) 271-8981 

 
5/25: Foraging at Fort Montgomery: Learn about the edible plants of the area, both native and introduced. Discover how 

the soldiers and natives alike used the fauna of the area for food and medicine in season. (845) 446-2134 
 

5/28: John Jay Homestead House & Garden Tour: This tour features wonderful examples of both historic and modern    
architecture in the Bedford area, as well as beautifully designed gardens. (914) 232-8119 

 
5/30: Troy Night Out: Visit the City of Troy for an evening of arts and culture with live music, food, shopping and gallery 
 exhibitions. 
 
5/31: Weekend Nature Program: The Wonders of Wetlands: Learn about the wonders of the wetlands at the Hudson    
 Highlands Nature Museum. Take a short hike through the museum’s wetland trails. (845) 534-5506 x204 

5/1: Bennington Battlefield; D & H Canal Museum; Fred J. Johnston Museum; Huguenot Street; Locust Grove; Montgomery 
 Place; Ten Broeck Mansion; Val-Kill; Wilderstein  
5/5:  Caramoor House Museum; Thomas Cole National Historic Site 
5/12: Hill-Hold; Kykuit: Rockefeller Estate; Lindenwald; Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome; Playland Amusement Park 
5/26: Bronck Museum; Opus 40; Shaker Museum & Library  
5/29: James Vanderpoel House; Knox’s Headquarters; Luykas Van Alen  House 

Opening Dates for National Heritage Area Sites 

This month, dry half your clothes on the clothes line or drying rack. Each month would reduce your carbon footprint by about 
60lbs of CO2. Over the year that comes to a savings of about 720lbs!  

All information courtesy of National Geographic’s Green Guide  

Green Tip of the Month 



National Purple Heart Hall of Honor  
 
The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, located at the New         
Windsor Cantonment State Historic Site, commemorates the       
sacrifice and preserves the stories of men and women in      
America’s armed forces who have earned the Purple Heart by  
being injured or killed in action while defending their country. To 
date, more than 1.7 million Purple Hearts have been awarded. 
Some of the first medals were presented at a ceremony held on 
the cantonment’s grounds in 1932, 150 years after three soldiers 
stationed at this final encampment of the Continental Army       
received the purple, heart-shaped Badge of Military Merit – the 
Purple Heart’s forerunner – conceived by General George           
Washington to honor the meritorious action of common soldiers. 
(One of these original badges is on display.) 
 
Exhibits at the Hall of Honor trace the evolution of soldiers’     
protective gear, weaponry, and battlefield medical procedures, 
while a timeline traces the nation’s military casualties in every 
conflict involving U.S. forces, beginning with the American Revolution. Inside the hall’s theater, photographs and memorabilia 
offer moving glimpses of life on the front lines. Visitors can search for information about individual Purple Heart honorees on the 
computerized Roll of Honor and watch videos of medal recipients reminiscing about their experiences in battles stretching from 
World War II to Operation Iraqi Freedom. A film also recounts the history and meaning of the Purple Heart. 
 
The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor, at 374 Temple Hill Road in New Windsor (on the grounds of the New Windsor Cantonment State Historic 
Site), is open 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Sat. and 1-5 p.m. Sun year round. Free admission. 
 

Heritage Spotlight 

City of Yonkers 
 

Located in Westchester County along the Hudson River and adjacent to the Bronx, the City of 
Yonkers is the fourth largest city in New York State and gets its name from its earliest Dutch    
settler, Adriaen van der Donck, known locally as the Jonkheer, or “young gentleman.” In 1645, 
Van der Donck was granted 24,000 acres by the New Netherland Director-General and built a saw 
mill on what was then called the Nepperhan River. This river eventually became known as the 
“Saw Mill River.” The area Van der Donck established was eventually acquired in the 1670s by 
Frederick Philipse, a wealthy Dutchman who had amassed an estate which included the city of 
Yonkers. Yonkers spent the next two centuries as an agricultural community. However, by the mid 
19th century, industry became the economic engine as Yonkers became home to industries that 
produced the first safe passenger elevator and Bakelite (the first completely synthetic plastic). 
Following WWII, increased competition resulted in a decline in the manufacturing industry and 
Yonkers became a commuter-city for those working in Manhattan.   
 
Today, the manufacturing industry is experiencing a resurgence in the City of Yonkers. With crime 
and poverty rates lower than similarly sized cities, Yonkers has a successful track record of    
revitalization with new construction and adaptive reuse projects including one of the largest ever 
proposed in the area. Yonkers has also undertaken massive waterfront revitalization along their 
four and a half miles of riverfront, helping 
to highlight important community          
resources such as the only turn-of-the-
century Victorian Pier still in use on the 

Hudson River, a river walk with magnificent views of the Palisades and 
New York City’s skyline, riverside restaurants and several public parks 
and museums. These revitalization efforts have resulted in the city’s   
designation as a Hudson River Valley Greenway Water Trail site. Yonkers 
transmitted the first FM radio broadcast (1940) and has been home to 
many well-known entertainers including Ella Fitzgerald, Mary J. Blige, 
Steven Tyler, James Cagney, and Sid Caesar. The once prominent Jewish 
population has been replaced by Irish and Italian communities (Yonkers 
hosts one of the oldest St. Patrick's Day parades as well as a large      
Columbus Day festival). With a rich cultural history and ethnic diversity, 
Yonkers has reclaimed its place as a destination for visitors and           
entrepreneurs. 

Community Spotlight 



Did you know that the City of Troy helped revolutionize the fashion industry?  
 
Hannah Lord Montague lived in the Troy with her husband,  
Orlando Montague during the early 19th century. Orlando was a 
local blacksmith and Hannah routinely cleaned his shirts. In 
1827, Hannah became frustrated with cleaning the entire shirt 
when only the collar was dirty. Her solution was to cut off the 
collar of one of her husband’s shirts, wash the collar, and then 
sew it back on. News of Hannah’s handiwork spread and soon a 
number of small shops opened throughout Troy to mass-
produce these “detachable collars.”  
 
Detachable collars grew in popularity and in 1835 the first Troy 
Laundry was created specifically to wash the collars. Many 
years later, this same laundry industry would inspire Kate           
Mullany to form the first female labor union in the country.  
 
By the early 20th century, detachable collars had become popular throughout the country (and helped give rise to a new social 
class - a detached “white collar” worker versus the no-collar or “blue collar” factory worker).  In Troy, the collar-making business 
had transformed the city. Troy was recognized worldwide as the “Collar City” and 9 out of 10 people in the nation were wearing 
collars that were made in Troy. Over 15,000 people were employed at the 26 collar companies and 38 laundries throughout the 
city.  One of the most popular companies was Cluett, Peabody and Company, manufacturers of Arrow Shirts (still produced and 
worn today).  In 1933, this company invented the process of Sanforization which created “pre-shrunk” cotton fabrics.  
 
By the mid 20th century, the stiff detachable collars had grown out of favor and had been replaced with the more relaxed    
attached collars.  However, the look of the detachable collar continues to be replicated in clothing today and Troy continues to be 
known as the “Collar City.”  
 
Have some good Hudson Valley Trivia you’d like to share with everyone? Let us know! 

Did You Know...? 

The Hudson River Valley Greenway / Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area E-Newsletter  
Is published monthly and emailed to friends of the Hudson River Valley.    

 
 
 
 

 
 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.   
Questions or Comments? Email hrvg@hudsongreenway.state.ny.us or call (518) 473-3835 

Be sure to visit the Greenway Website at www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us  
And the National Heritage Website at www.hudsonrivervalley.com 

Editor:    John Dennehey, Senior Planner 
News:    Beth Campochiaro, Scenic Byways Coordinator 
Grants:   Sheena Salvino, Intern 

Quadricentennial Countdown 

245 Days Until the Hudson-Fulton-Champlain Quadricentennial 
Visit www.exploreny400.com for more information 

Arrow Shirt Collar Advertisement 1907 


