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Greenway Board Meeting  
 

The next meeting of the Joint Boards of the Hudson River Valley Greenway Communities Council and the Greenway      

Conservancy for the Hudson River Valley, Inc. will be held on March 26 th , 2009, at the Henry A. Wallace Center , on the 
grounds of the FDR Library in Hyde Park. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 10 AM and is expected to conclude at 

12:00pm. For further information, please contact the Greenway by phone at (518) 473 -3835 or by email at 
hrvg@hudsongreenway.state.ny.us . 

 
Jay Heritage Center Goes Green  
 

The Jay Heritage Center  in Rye is the childhood home of John Jay, a 
Founding Father, first chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court and a        

governor of New York.  The original homestead was constructed by Jayôs 
parents in 1745 on nearly 400 acres. Later in life, John Jay would              
eventually spend most of his time at his estate in Katonah , now also a  
historic site. In 1993, The Jay Heritage Center not - for -profit took over the 
property and commenced repairs and reconstruction.  
 

Today, after $8 million in renovations, the home sits on 23 acres on         

Boston Post Road. However, this is not just a traditional house museum.  
Restoration efforts were employed with an eye towards technology that 
allows the structure to be more energy efficient, lessening its impact on 
the environment. The Jay Heritage Center is the oldest landmark in New 
York State to use a geothermal heating and cooling system, and Jay          
Heritage Center President Susan Clary is working toward LEED                 
certification for the site. The  home also includes recycled concrete tiles, 

motion -activated sensors and uses paint with no volatile organic           
compounds. Future plans include solar panels on the 1907 carriage house.  

 
House Committee on Natural Resources Approves Hincheyôs Bill for the Hudson River Valley  
 
 On February 24th, the House Committee on Natural Resources approved a bill  authored by Congressman Maurice             

 Hinchey  (D -NY) that would authorize the National Park Service (NPS) to conduct a study on whether the Hudson River 
 Valley should become a unit of the National Park system.  The bill will now be scheduled to go before the full House.  

 Including the Hudson Valley as a part of the National Park System requires a congressionally -authorized NPS study.    
 Hinchey's legislation would authorize such a study from Fort Edward in Washington County down through Westchester 
 County.   If the NPS's study finds that the Hudson River Valley would be a good fit as part of the National Park System 
 then subsequent legislation would be needed to make that designation.    
 

State Park Closures  
 

The Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preservation  (OPRHP) put forward a list of closures and service reductions in 
order to achieve its proposed 2010 -11 agency savings target and help address the Stateôs historic fiscal difficulties. 
These cuts are in addition to cuts in many other parts of the Executive Budget.   
 
OPRHPôs plan includes the closure of 41 parks and 14 historic sites, and service reductions at 23 parks and 1 historic 

site. The plan also assumes $4 million in park and historic site fee increases that will be identified at a later date, and t he 
use of $5 million in funds from the Environmental Protection Fund  (EPF) to finance OPRHP operations. These two actions 
were part of the 21 -day amendments to the Executive Budget and are intended to reduce the number of parks and    
historic sites subject to closures and service reductions. A full list of proposed closures can be found here .   

Whatôs New? 

Barnabas McHenry, Chair, Greenway Council  
Co-Chair, Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area  

Mark A. Castiglione  
Acting Executive Director, Hudson River Valley Greenway  

Acting Director, Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area  

Sara Griffen, Acting Chair, Greenway Conservancy  
Co-Chair, Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area  

Jay Heritage Center, Rye NY  
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Greenway Grant Opportunities :  
 
Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants  will be due May 7th for our June Board Meeting.                 
Applications received after this date will be considered for our October Board Meeting. Applications can be downloaded from t he 
Hudson River Valley Greenway Website by clicking here .  

 
Other Grant Opportunities:  
 
Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) Program : This request for proposals (RFP) announces the availability of 
funds and solicits from eligible entities project proposals to receive financial assistance through the Community Action for a    
Renewed Environment (CARE) grant program. CARE is a unique community -based, community -driven, multimedia                     
demonstration program designed to help communities understand and reduce risks due to toxic pollutants and environmental 

concerns from all sources.  (March 9)  

 
The Captain Planet Foundation  to fund and support hands -on environmental projects for children and youths. The foundation 
also works to encourage innovative programs that empower children and youth around the world to work individually and                
collectively to solve environmental problems in their neighborhoods and communities. Through environmental education, the 
Captain Planet Foundation believes that children can achieve a better understanding and appreciation for the world in which t hey  
live. In order to be considered for funding, proposals must promote understanding of environmental issues, focus on hands -on 

involvement and involve children and young adults. Proposals must also include adult supervision and commit to follow -up    
communication with the Foundation. (March 31, June 30)  

New York State Community Development Block Grant Program  is a federally funded program that provides funding to eligible 
communities for the development of projects providing decent and hazard - free affordable housing, access to safe drinking water, 
proper disposal of household wastewater, access to community -needed services in local facilities, foster economic opportunities 
through the support of projects that create and/or retain permanent employment opportunities principally benefiting low -  and 
moderate - income persons. Activities funded under the NYS CDBG Program must benefit low -  and moderate - income persons, aid 
in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight or meet community development needs having a particular urgency; 70% of 
NYS CDBG funds must benefit low -  and moderate - income persons. (April 23)  

 
New York Main Street Program :  The New York Main Street Program (NYMS) provides funding to assist New York State                  
communities with their main street/downtown revitalization efforts. NYMS will provide grants to stimulate reinvestment in     
mixed -use (commercial/civic and residential) ñmain streetò buildings or districts in order to address issues of code compliance, 
energy conservation, accessibility, and to provide affordable housing and job opportunities.  (April 23)  
 

Conservation Treatment Grants  from Greater Hudson Heritage Network for stabilizing and preserving 
objects in collections of museums, historical and cultural organizations in New York State. Work must 
be performed by, or under the direct supervision of, a professional conservator. Applications will be 
accepted from non -profit museums and historical organizations or other cultural institutions that 
own, care for and exhibit collections to the public. Grant awards will be made to institutions lacking          
in -house conservation staff with expertise in the area for which support is requested. Collections 
owned by state or federal  agencies are ineligible for grant support. Organizations may submit only 

one request, which may involve a single object or a group of related  objects. (June 1)  

Upcoming Grant Opportunities  

Environmental Protection Fundôs Local Waterfront Revitalization Program ñEco-docksò Recipients Announced 
 

Recently, New York Secretary of State Lorraine Cortés -Vázquez announced $693,070 in funding from the state              
Environmental Protection Fundôs Local Waterfront Revitalization Program for the development of new or refurbished         

ñeco-docks,ò which will provide recreational, non -motorized boats improved access to communities on the Hudson River 
and Lake Champlain. The 12 awards will serve as legacy projects of the Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial  

celebration.  
 
In total, 9 of the 12 awards were provided to Greenway Communities:  

City of Watervliet, Albany County ($45,000): South end of Hudson Shores Park  

City of Hudson, Columbia County ($38,542): Southern end of Henry Hudson Riverfront Park  

City of Beacon, Dutchess County ($150,000): Long Dock Beacon  

Village of Athens, Greene County ($22,500): Fourth Street Boat Launch.  

City of Troy, Rensselaer County ($43,762): Foot of Madison Street.  

Village of Nyack, Rockland County ($150,000): Nyack Marina.  

Town of Halfmoon, Saratoga County ($24,000): Hudson River Park.  

Town of Waterford, Saratoga County ($51,400): ñThe Point,ò just south of the Fourth Street Bridge. 

Village of Irvington, Westchester County ($8,625): Southern end of Scenic Hudson Park.  

 
 Source: http://www.dos.state.ny.us/pres/pr2010/2 -05eco -docks.html  
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Rolling Acceptance of Grant Applications:  
 
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)  state assistance programs for waste reduction, recycling and household 
hazardous waste programs that include Capital Projects, Recycling Coordinators, and assistance for hazardous waste days.  

 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  for Technical Assistance Grants for community groups to              

increase public awareness and understanding of remedial activities taking place in their community.  
 
Enterpriseôs Green Communities to help cover the costs of planning and implementing green components of affordable housing 
developments, as well as tracking their costs and benefits.  
 

Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF)  offered by the NYS Archives, offers funding to help local 
governments establish records management programs or develop new program components.  
 
BJôs Charitable Foundation: BJôs Charitable Foundation was established with the goal of creating a positive, long-lasting impact 
on communities that have a BJôs Wholesale Club. The mission of the foundation is to enhance and enrich community programs 
that primarily benefit children and families.  

3/1 -6/26:  Mapping New Yorkôs Shoreline 1609-2009 : The New York Public Library celebrates Dutch accomplishments with an  

 exhibition that includes early mapping from Verazzano's visit and decorative Dutch maps charting New Netherland. 
 Globes and navigational instruments, are on loan from the National Museum in Amsterdam. (917) 275 -6975  
 
3/1 -3/14:  Lives of the Hudson : Explore works by Hudson River School artists, historical artifacts, and contemporary works in 

 this exhibition at the Tang. (518) 580 -8080  
 
3/5:  Albany First Friday : Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for exhibition openings, receptions, and events.  
 
 Insect Investigations : The Childrenôs Museum explores insects and welcomes children to learn about bugs and create 
 a bug craft to take home. Ages 2 -5, Pre - registration required.  (518) 235 -2120  
 

3/6:  Dutch Influence on the American Kitchen and Life : Enjoy a free lecture by noted food historian Peter Rose that     
 explores the foodways brought to America by the Dutch more than three centuries ago, and the way these foodways 
 were adapted to new circumstances. Reservations encouraged. (518) 537 -4240  
 
 Camp In: Explorations in Geography : Campers at the Childrenôs Museum will learn how to use a compass,             

 experiment with map making and much more. Pre - registration required. (518) 235 -2120  
 

3/9 -11:  Biodiversity Assessment Short Course : This intensive course will introduce map analysis and aerial photo                
 interpretation for habitat prediction through field visits and land -use planning concepts. (845) 758 -0600    
 
3/11:  A Bite of History: The Plane Truth : The Rensselaer County Historical Society presents their collection of antique tools.  
 Come and learn more about them and see some of the items these tools helped make. Registration. 518 -272 -7232  
 
 T is For Turtle : Join The Childrenôs Museum in this exploration of all thing Turtle! Meet live turtles, read a turtle story 

 and create a cool turtle craft to take home. Ages 2 -5, Pre - registration required. (518) 235 -2120  
 
3/13:  Colonial Gravestones and Eleanor Roosevelt : In recognition of Women's History Month, St. Paulôs Church explores 
 the lives of women in 18th century America based on symbolism and inscriptions on gravestones, including several in 
 the historic burial yard at St. Paul's.   (914) 667 -4116   
  

 River Explorers: "Step into St. Patrick's Day":  Beczakôs hands-on nature program for children welcomes step dancers 

 from Yonkers' Christine Murray School of Irish Dance for a "green" celebration. (914) 377 -1900 ext. 13  
 
 Second Saturday House Tour: Womenôs Voices: The Harts and Cluetts lived at 59 Second Street for over 125 years.  
 Learn about life in this home in the words of the women who lived in, worked, and visited the Marble House in Troy.  
 (518) 272 -7232 x17  
 

 It's Elemental -  Iron : Learn all about Iron at the Children's Museum and experiment with how it relates to our health. 
 Ages 5+. Pre - registration required. (518) 235 -2120  
 
3/14:  The Hudson River School: Nature and the American Vision : Art historian Linda S. Ferber returns to the Cole House 
 with her new book which features all the greatest artists of the Hudson River School. (518) 943 -7465  

 

 18th Century Tea and Fashion Show at Saratoga Town Hall : Sip tea, enjoy 18th century style cookies, see a fashion 
 show of women's and men's apparel from the time of Colonial America, plus hear excerpts from letters and diaries of 
 women who lived during the Revolutionary War. (518) 664 -9821 x224  

Upcoming Events Around the Region  
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3/20:  David Hackett Fischer and the American Revolution : Acclaimed historian and author David Hackett Fischer discusses 
 the American Revolution at St. Paulôs Church, delivering the annual Aronson Memorial Lecture.  Dr. Fischer's 
 works have received a Pulitzer Prize. (914) 667 -4116  
 

 Bon Appétit: Food and Dining in the Hudson Valley : The Great Estates Consortium, with assistance from 
 the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area, presents this conference at the Wallace Center in Hyde 

 Park examining regional cuisine and culinary traditions from the 17th Century to the present day with 
 presentations and tours from Hudson Valley Estates. (845) 889 - 8851  
 
 Fish Tales: "The Tiny Seed":  Children Ages 3 -  5 are invited to visit Beczak and learn about the miracle of a seed in 
 this story time and craft celebrating the work of much - loved author Eric Carle.  (914) 377 -1900 x13  

 
3/23:  Hidden History: Downtown Interiors -  Rensselaer County Courthouse : Get a sneak peek into restricted -access         
 historic interiors around downtown Troy. Explore the interior of the Rensselaer County Courthouse, including the  
 Supreme Court Chambers, which were originally part of the Second Street Presbyterian Church. (518) 272 -7232 x17  
 
3/26:  Greenway Joint Board Meeting, Henry A. Wallace Center, FDR Library, Hyde Park, New York  

 
 Troy Night Out : Visit the City of Troy for an evening of arts and culture with live music, food, shopping and gallery 
 exhibitions.  

 
 One Night Wonders: Irish History in Troy : Enjoy collection items related to Troy's Irish Heritage, including the       

 Fitzgerald Brewery and Burden Iron Company records.  (518) 272 -7232 x17  
 

3/27:  River Explorers: Come Fly : Beczak presents this hands -on nature program for children about the journey  birds take 
 with the seasons. Children are invited to make their own birdfeeder. Registration required. (914) 377 -1900 ext. 13  
 
 NanoDays Activities : Explore Nanotechnology at the Childrenôs Museum. Participate in experiments that explore  
 different topics and concepts in Nanotechnology. (518) 235 -2120  
 
3/27 -28:  UnderWhere? in 1880 : The Victorian era has long been renowned for its many elaborate layers of body -shaping    

 underwear.  Clermont's curator of education Kjirsten Gustavson will dispel the myths and delve into the curiosities of 
 this historic periods of women's underwear.   Enjoy slides and elaborately - reproduced costumes.  (518) 537 -4240   
 
3/29 -4/2:  Fishing the Hudson Eco -Week : Children ages 10 -14 are invited aboard a 50' fishing vessel with Beczak's          
 educators. Children can enjoy rod - fishing, trawling the bottom of the river and learning about their catch, exploring 
 the Yonkers area of the Hudson and learning about the region's rich history, ecology, and challenges while learning 

 boat safety and nautical terms. Registration required. (914) 377 -1900 ext. 12   

Washingtonôs Headquarters é Some Things to Celebrate! 
By Elyse Goldberg, Historic Site Manager, Washingtonôs Headquarters State Historic Site 

 
 

While Washingtonôs Headquarters State Historic Site is          

preparing for the Museumôs 100th Anniversary, the public 
was invited to the 29th annual celebration of George          
Washingtonôs birthday during Presidentôs Weekend in          
February. The activities surrounding these milestones are 
keeping Washingtonôs Headquarters bustling. 
 
Opened in 1850, Washingtonôs Headquarters is the first       

publically owned and preserved historic site in the nation. 
Attendance records show visitation since its July 4, 1850 
opening slowly climbing until 1903 when 90,000 visitors 
graced Hasbrouck House, the headquarters building, and 
grounds. By 1905 the Headquarters Board of Trustees        
realized the need for a ñsmall but commodious buildingò to 
house the collection of GW and Rev War related memorabilia,  

which seemed to be overflowing the Headquarters. In 1907 a 
bill was submitted to the NYS Legislature requesting 
$30,000.00 to build a ñfireproof building to contain the valuable propertyéò The governor of NYS at the time, Benjamin Odell, 
lived in Newburgh and favored the bill. He wrote, ñshould the Headquarters building be destroyed by fire, the loss would be       
irreparable.ò The bill was favorably reported and passed both houses.  
 
The Trustees selected the location of the museum as to not ñdetract from the headquarters buildingò, and by March, 1910, the 

new building was ready to exhibit the voluminous collections the site had acquired in the previous sixty -years. On July 4, 1910 

the building ñofficiallyò opened to the public .   

Community Spotlight  

Hasbrouck House at Washingtonôs Headquarters State Historic 
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Since 1910, over two million visitors and as many visiting 
school children participated in tours and programs within 
the Siteôs buildings and the surrounding six acre park. The 
exhibits change as time passes but the mission remains the 
same: to interpret the history of New York State for present 

and future generations through properties preserved and 

managed in the public trust and designated as New York 
State Historic Sites because of their associations with         
persons, places, or events of state and national                
importance; and to develop the educational potential of 
these sites to foster public awareness, understanding, and 
appreciation of New Yorkôs heritage. 
 
In celebration of the Museumôs 100th  Anniversary and its 
important role in the history of preservation, a sizeable  
investment as been made in the site in the form of a new 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system.  
This will ensure the stability of the objects in the collection 
and on view, as well as provide a more pleasing                     

atmosphere for visitors during their exploration of the            
galleries and participation in public programs.    

 

This February, the site hosted its annual ñGeorge Washingtonôs Birthday Celebration.ò During Presidents Weekend, the site 
hosted three days of demonstrations, lectures, crafts, and activities as well as tours through the historic Hasbrouck House, and  
to top off the experience: birthday cake! Always a community favorite, this event attracts families, students of history, and  th e 
curious to the site where Washingtonôs spent the longest time (16 İ months) and where he officially disbanded the Continental 

Army.  For the last few years the General himself (as re -enacted by John Koopman) has welcomed visitors into his office to ask 
questions and chat. Also, re -enactors walk the grounds ready to share the experience of camp life and to show off the heavy  
artillery in the form of a cannon blast, loud and soul searing.   
 
And no trip to Washingtonôs Headquarters is complete until you stroll down to the Tower of Victory. Erected in 1888 and             
dedicated to the 1783 peace agreement ending the Revolutionary War,  John H. Duncan (who also designed Grantôs Tomb in 

NYC), designed  the monument. William R. OôDonovan created the sculptures.  This imposing structure has overlooked the          
Hudson River for 123 years, and is awaiting restoration as soon as financial support can be secured.  
 
For more specific information about Washingtonôs Headquarters State Historic Site, and the 29th  Annual George Washingtonôs 
Birthday Celebration in February, visit www.nysparks.org , or call 845 -562 -1195.  

Did you know the Hudson Valley has its own ñLoch Ness Monster?ò  
 
Since the 19th Century, visitors and residents of the Hudson Valley have reported sightings of 
a ñsea serpent.ò Although the existence of such a creature has never been confirmed, it has 

been named ñKipsyò after the City of Poughkeepsie. In 1886, the New York Times  reported on 
the sea serpent and included an eye -witness description of Kipsy by a naval captain who       
described it  ñ...as large around as the steamer Lottaôs smokestack é (with a) slate-colored 

head sticking right up out of the water.ò  
 
While Kipsy has eluded photographers, Dick and Margaret Crenson have managed to capture Kipsy in the form of a mural 
painted in 1995 which stretches over several old buildings in the City of Poughkeepsie, the creatures namesake.  

Did You Know...  

This month, Wash clothes in cold water rather than hot. Each month would reduce your carbon footprint by about 42lbs of CO2. 
Over the year that comes to a savings of about 504lbs!  

All information courtesy of National Geographicôs Green Guide   

Green Tip of the Month  

The Hudson River Valley Greenway / Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area       
E-Newsletter is published monthly And emailed to friends of the Hudson River Valley.    

 
 

 
 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here .   
Questions or Comments? Email hrvg@hudsongreenway.state.ny.us  or call (518) 473 -3835  

Be sure to visit the Greenway Website at www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us   

And the National Heritage Website at www.hudsonrivervalley.com  

Editor:     John Dennehey, Senior Planner  
News:    Beth Campochiaro, Trails Coordinator  

Tower of Victory at Washingtonôs Headquarters State Historic Site 
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