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What 6s New?

Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area Unveils Quadricentennial
Brochure and Commemorative Poster

Washingtonb6s Headqguart er sn N8wbargheservdd ast o
the backdrop for a June 3rd press conference by the Hudson River
Valley National Heritage Area to unveil two Quadricentennial initiatives.
A commemorative fADiscover the Hudson?o
400th anniversaries of Henry Hudsondods-d
bear s hi s name, Samuel de Champl ai no
Lake Champlain and the 200th anniversary celebration of Robert

Ful tonés inaugural steamboat trip up
brochure, the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area unveiled an
award -winning limited edition commemorative Quadricentennial poster

by the renowned artist Don Nice.

Funding for these projects was allocated by the National Park Service

and is part of the $492,000 secured by Congressman Maurice Hinchey
for Quadricentennial programs and events. On June 23, Congressman
Hinchey announced that he had secured an additional $750,000 in
federal funding various activities and events surrounding the
Quadricentennial celebration.

Above: Chris White, District Representative
for Congressman Maurice Hinchey, helps to
unveil the Commemorative Poster

Quadricentennial Implementation Grants: Round 2 Available

The Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area announces a second
round of Quadricentennial Implementation Grants are available to fund
local Hudson Valley Quadricentennial projects, programs, and events

that celebrate the legacies of Henry Hudson, Robert Fulton, and Samuel

de Champlain to showcase the Hudson River Valley region. Through the
efforts of Congressman Maurice Hinchey, $50,000 is available to
Quadricentennial Implementation Grants.

Bel ow: fiDi scover the Hud|s

Individual grants will be limited to $2,500 to $5,000 and must be CelebrateTheHud30%609-2009 e
matched dollar for dollar by the recipient. Eligible projects must e e
complement New York State celebration efforts; encourage participation

by communities or non -profits in the region, contain elements that
support a lasting presence; seek opportunities to associate with other
Quadricentennial events. All applications must be received in the

office of the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area no later

than 4:30 p.m. Tuesday July 14, 2009. For details call
(518) 474 -3835.

Park Visitor Inspired to Create a New Display

Saratoga National Historical Park has recently unveiled a newly created
permanent display: a model relief map of the Battle of Saratoga. The
map was created by a park visitor and former volunteer, Dave Calhoun,

whose visit to the park many years ago as a 5th grade student inspired

his lifelong love of history and model making. This passion resulted in
his building a new battlefield relief map for the park Visitor Center.
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http://www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=40
http://www.house.gov/hinchey/
http://lpmedia.net/Files/FederalHFCQ09grantapp.pdf

Hudson River Valley Greenway Joint Board Meeting

| On June 11, 2009, the Greenway held a joint meeting of
the Boards of the Hudson River Valley Greenway
Communities Council and Conservancy, and the Hudson
River Valley National Heritage Area, at the Historic Cornell
¢ Boathouse at Marist College in Poughkeepsie. Greenway

(™ Board members and meeting attendees were welcomed
i : _’ i by College President and Greenway Conservancy Board
: 3% R —— Member Dr. Dennis Murray, and by Dutchess County

' A : Planning Commissioner Roger Akeley.

The Board Meeting was also punctuated by a cannon shot
from the historic Half Moon replica ship, which was
docked at the Marist waterfront as part of the River Day
Flotilla of the Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial
celebration. Half Moon Captain Chip Reynolds offered this
welcoming salute and spoke to the gathered Greenway
guests about the journey.

Joe Rabito, Deputy Commissioner for the NYS Division of
Housing and Community Renewal, and Chris Leo of the
NYS Department of Housing and Community Renewal,
gave a presentation about how communities can benefit

from the New York Main Street Program which provides
assistance to communities to strengthen the economic
vitality of traditional Main Streets and neighborhoods.

Greenway Staff with the Half Moon and Poughkeepsie Bridge
(Photo: Martus Granier)

New Greenway Communities and Water Trail Sites

The Greenway welcomes the Towns of Greenwich and Granville, in Washington County, and Washington County as newly
designated Greenway Communities. This brings the total number of Greenway Communities to 259. Riverfront Park, City
of Rensselaer and West Harlem Piers Park, New York City were designated as Hudson River Greenway Water Trail Sites.

Greenway Grants Awarded at June Board Meeting for Planning and Water Trail Initiatives

Greenway Community grants were awarded to Town of Marbletown , Ulster County (Sustainable Economic Development
Project) and the  Village of Granville , Washington County (Community Walking Trail Enhancements). A Greenway
Compact Grant was awarded to Ulster County  (County Compact Development). Water Trail grants were awarded to the
Town of Coeymans, Albany County; Town of Halfmoon, Saratoga County; and OPRHP Peebles Island State Park.

2009 Landmark Award goes to PepsiCo World Headquarters

Located in Purchase, NY, PepsiCo HQ has won the 2009 Landmark Award by the American Society of Landscape
Architects for its 144  -acre corporate campus designed by EDSA in 1970. The company hired world -renowned architect
Edward Durrell Stone to design the building complex comprised of seven three -story buildings representing the seven
divisions of PepsiCo. Three prominent landscape designers - E.D. Stone Jr. (the architect's son), Russell Page, and
Francois Goffinet - had a hand in laying out the grounds, which are meant to complement the 45 sculptures and serve as

works of art themselves. The Donald M. Kendall Sculpture Garden is a designated Heritage Area Site of the Hudson River

Valley National Heritage Area.

New Habitat Guidelines Available from Audubon NY

Audubon NY recently developed webpages that address management needs of priority birds in the Hudson River
Valley. The two year project was funded by the Hudson River Estuary program. Although the information is specific to

the Hudson Valley, a number of the species and habitats are priorities state -wide. The goal is to inform land owners and
managers on how to best manage their properties for priority birds, but the content may also be useful to land planners

and advocates as they prioritize areas for protection. A decision tree has also been created to help determine best

practices for property based on series of questions about the surrounding landscape.

Green Tip of the Month

Plug your electronics into a power strip and turn it off when not in use. Each month would reduce your carbon footprint by
about 20Ibs of CO2. Over a year that comes to a savings of about 240Ibs!

Al'l information courtesy Gifeenaidei o


http://www.totalwebcasting.com/live/hrvg
http://www.totalwebcasting.com/live/hrvg
http://www.halfmoon.mus.ny.us/
http://www.nymainstreet.org
http://www.greenwichny.org/
http://www.marbletown.net/
http://granvillevillage.com/
http://www.co.ulster.ny.us/
http://ny.audubon.org/BirdSci_HudsonRiverValleyConservation.html
http://www.thegreenguide.com/

Upcoming Grant Opportunities

Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants will be due September 14th for our October Board Meeting.
Applications received after this date will be considered for our January Board Meeting. Applications can be downloaded from t he
Hudson River Valley Greenway Website by clicking here .

2009 Hudson River Valley Quadricentennial Implementation Grant Applications will be due in the office of the Hudson River

Valley National Heritage Area by 4:30pm, Tuesday July 14th.

Other Grant Opportunities

Kodak American Greenways Program seeks proposals from land trusts, communities, and local governments for projects that

focus on catalyzing new greenway initiatives; assisting grassroots greenway organizations; leveraging additional money for

conservation and greenway development; and promoting use and enjoyment of greenways. (July 15)

NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets invites proposals for the Farmers Market Grant Program to construct, reconstruct,

i mprove, expand or rehabilitate farmersé markets in New York State.

The Outdoor Foundation s offering grants for programs that increase youth participation in outdoor activities. Programs must be
sustainable, replicable, and impactful with a mentoring component. Letter of Inquiry due prior to application. (August 1)

US Depart ment o f Housi ng and Public Bausing OapitaleReaoyen eGrant Psogram funds improvements
addressing the needs of the elderly and/or persons with disabilities; public housing transformation; gap financing for projec ts
that are stalled due to financing issues; and creation of energy efficient, green communities. (August 30)

Kids Consortium Offers Green Mini -Grants (K -12) for green service learning projects that address energy efficiency and
recycling. Funded projects must solve a problem or address a local need to make schools and neighborhoods healthier and
environmentally sustainable. (August 31)

Rolling Acceptance of Grant Applications:
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) administers state assistance programs for waste reduction, recycling and

household hazardous waste programs that include Capital Projects, Recycling Coordinators, and assistance for household
hazardous waste days.

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation is accepting applications for Technical Assistance Grants which
are a tool available for community groups to increase public awareness and understanding of remedial activities taking place in
their community.

The Dyson Foundation  for the funding of environmental programs and activities. To view the guidelines for Dutchess County -
based organizations and programs click here . To view guidelines for organizations and programs located in Columbia, Greene,
Orange, Putnam, and Ulster counties, click here .

Enterpriseds Gr eeisoffiaggnants to helpesver the costs of planning and implementing green components of

affordable housing developments, as well as tracking their costs and benefits. Grant opportunities are open to 501(c)(3) non-

profits; public housing authorities; tribally designated housing entities; for -profit entities; and for  -profit entities particip  ating
through joint ventures with qualified organizations.

Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) offered by the NYS Archives, offers funding to help local
governments establish records management programs or develop new program components.

Upcoming Events Around the Region

Event s identified as 20009 Quad ERulon tCh achpelhnait @ Q@28 @ ©Oi cHundtseonnn i a | E
information about the Quadricentennial, visit the online website at exploreny400.com
7/1 -3/1/10: (2009 Quad Event) 1609  : The New York State Museum presents a major exhibition re-examining Hudson's voyage,

the myths that surround it, and the legacies of Hudson's unexpected discovery. Included will be a focus on life before

1609 and the Native American respons€730o0 Hudsonés arrival. (5
7/1 -1/10/10: (2009 Quad Event) Dutch New York: The Roots of Hudson Valley Culture : The Hudson River Museum explores New

Yor kds Dutch roots and t hifluedced ciltere hanbgen wtrpreted Ehcoigholit New York's long
history. (914) 963 -4550

7/1 -1/3/10: (2009 Quad Event) Hudson River Panorama : The Albany Institute explores the influence that the Hudson has had on
our region. Enjoy artifacts, works of art, and rare archival documents. (518) 463 -4478



http://www.exploreny400.com
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?section_id=6&page_id=79&search=1
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?section_id=6&page_id=11&search=1
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?section_id=6&page_id=178&search=1
http://www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us/funding/funding.htm
http://www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us/commcoun/Greenway%20Community%20Grant%20Application.pdf
http://lpmedia.net/Files/FederalHFCQ09grantapp.pdf
http://www.conservationfund.org/kodak_awards
http://www.agmkt.state.ny.us/RFPS.html
http://www.outdoorfoundation.org/grants.about.html
http://portal.hud.gov/portal/page?_pageid=153,7973363&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.kidsconsortium.org/minigrants.php
http://www.dec.ny.gov/pubs/4776.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/2590.html
http://www.dysonfoundation.org/
http://www.dysonfoundation.org/programareasinfo/programareasinfo_show.htm?doc_id=653682
http://www.dysonfoundation.org/programareasinfo/programareasinfo_show.htm?doc_id=653705
http://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/tools/funding/grants/planning.asp#target
http://www.archives.nysed.gov/a/grants/grants_lgrmif.shtml

7/1 -12/31:
7/1 -10/31:
7/1 - 10/15:
7/1 -10/12:
711 - 9/27:
7/1 -9/1:
7/1 -8/30
7/1 1 8/15:
7/1 - 8/8:
J[%

713:

7/4:

7/4 -5:
7/10:

(2009 Quad Event) Horseshoes & Waterwheels: NY's Tech Valley 1800s ; Visitors to the Chil

explore the importance of the Hudson River to the region and our nation. (518) 235 -2120

Archives Alive : The Senate House presents rare history preserved documents from the region. (845) 338 -2786

(2009 Quad Event) River Views of the Hudson River School : See the Hudson River through the eyes of the 19th
century artists of the Hudson River School during this special exhibition at the home of Thomas Cole. (518)943 - 7465

Definitely Dutch : Enjoy this exhibit at the Bronck Museum about the elements of Dutch Culture still around us
today. (518) 731 -6490

Exhibit Glories of the Hudson: Fr e d e r:Olana Bpéns the Evélym & Maulicé Sharp i e w ¢
Gall ery for this inaugur al exhibit focusing on Churchoé6l3s ket c
(2009 Quad Event) Ahoy! Where Lies Henry Hudson?: The Woodstock Byrdcliffe Arts Colony presents outdoor
"memorials" to Henry Hudson designed by Hudson Valley architects who have designed .

(2009 Quad Event) Amsterdam / New Amsterdam: The Worlds of Henry Hudson: The Museum of the City of New

York presents rare 16th - and 17th -century objects from major American and Dutch collections that reveal how

Hudson's epic voyage planted the seeds of a modern society. (212) 534 -1672

(2009 Quad Event) Grand Walkabout : Stroll along scenic and historic foot trails in Ulster, Dutchess, Orange and

Putnam counties to celebrate the Quadricentennial. Track your miles earn awards.

(2009 Quad Event) A Legacy of Sailing at the Jay Heritage Center : Through an exhibition of family archives and

Hudson - Fulton memorabilia (including medals, vintage photos, and ship plans), visitors can explore a rich chapter in

history and enjoy the same pristine view of Long Island Sound that inspired these sailing families. (914)698 -9275

(2009 Quad Event) Let it Be in the Sight of Thee: The Hudson Opera House presents C.
photographs of the Hudson River from the Coast Guard icebreaker and Riverkeeper. (518) 822 -1438

(2009 Quad Event) The Artists of the Mohawk Hudson Region : The University at Albany Art Museum presents this

annual exhibition on contemporary art activity in the Upper Hudson Valley. 518 -442 -4035

(2009 Quad Event) The Hudson River - A Great American Treasure _: Photographer Greg Miller shares stories and

images of dramatic mountain terrains, pastures and rambling estates. (845) 647 -3554

Albany First Friday : Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for exhibition openings, receptions, and events.

(2009 Quad Event) Independence Day at Schuyler Mansion : Enjoy a colonial festival highlighted by 18th century fife

and drum, re -enactors, games and crafts. (518) 434 -0834

(2009 Quad Event)  Tarrytown 4th of July : Enjoy a free concert and fireworks at the gazebo in Pierson Park
overlooking the Hudson River. (914) 374 -5884

(2009 Quad Event) 4th of July Dutch Heritage : The Village of Saugerties presents games, crafts, fireworks and floats

with a historical theme. (845) 246 -9701

(20009 Quad Event) Macy 6s : Enjopy the wbiidis largestr fieewarks Idisplay featuring special
effects and fire boats that shoot red, clear and blue water 300 feet over the river. For 2009 the New York Pops will
play the Hudson River Score in honor of the 400th Anniversary! (212) 494 -4495

Independence Day 1809 : Festivities at Van Cortlandt Manor begin with the roar of the cannon and a reading of the
Declaration of Independence. Enjoy a costumed parade, patriotic songs, and military re -enactors. Hands -on activities
and food will be available.(914) 271 -8981

Independence Day 1859 : Sunnyside offers a full day of live entertainment including dramatic presentations, rousing
speeches, period music, and traditional country dancing for everyone. Play 19th -century baseball with costumed
guides and enjoy ice cream demonstrations throughout the day. (914) 591 -8763

The Grand Celebration at Wa s Bringhagicnicrhubch whileceajayiqgitizejuggiing and magic of
Ryan Dutcher and a cappella singing by the Golden Songsters. (845) 562 -1195.

(2009 Quad Event) New Netherland: A Sweet and Alien Land : Crailo celebrates the opening for this new exhibit with
Native American musicians, 17th century Dutch, Dutch food, games, activities and music. (518) 463 -8738

The African Burial Ground: Discovery, Controversy, Interpretation : This lecture at the Philipse Manor Hall will cover
how the burial site was discovered, what social and political controversies arose during its excavation, and how the
monument erected there is being interpreted for the public today. (914) 965 - 4027


http://www.cmost.org
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=61
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=68
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=70
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=67
http://www.woodstockguild.org
http://www.mcny.org/exhibitions/current/Henry-Hudson.html
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http://www.albany.edu/museum/home.html
http://eplm.org
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http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?section_id=6&page_id=77&search=1
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http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?section_id=6&page_id=23&search=1
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?section_id=6&page_id=187&search=1
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=40
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?section_id=6&page_id=75&search=1
http://www.hudsonrivervalley.com/SiteDetail.aspx?ID=10

The Perfect Corpse : Philipse Manor Hall presents this NOVA forensic investigation of two prehistoric Irish corpses dat-

ing to the ancient Iron Age, 2,000 years ago. (914) 965 - 4027
|l 6m an Ar c h &hilppde dMgnorsHall welcomes a New Hampshire archaeologist to discuss her fieldwork with a
visual, hands -on, family -friendly discussion. Age 5 and up. (914) 965 - 4027
Uncovering the Story of the African Burial Ground Through Archaeology . Participants at Philipse Manor Hall explore
artifacts from 17th and 18th century African burials to understand how archaeologists and anthropologists
constructed the rich history of the African Burial Ground. Appropriate for grades 5 -8. (914) 965 - 4027
Brickmaking on the Hudson __ : Learn about bricks while taking a hands -on journey through the process of how bricks
are made. Use natural clay from the Hudson River to make your own brick. Ages 5 and up. (914) 965 - 4027

7/11: (2009 Quad Event) Athens Street Festival : Enjoy a fun -filled family day featuring food, crafts, music, a
Quadricentennial Parade, and fireworks. (518) 945 -2789
(2009 Quad Event) Stone House Day : Expl ore Americab6s ol dest private homes i
Dutch village with costumed guides, militia re -enactors, colonial -era demonstrations, and a visit from Sojourner

Truth. (845) 331  -6140

(2009 Quad Event) John Burroughs Rededication Ceremony : Enjoy a birding Walk along the Port Ewen Riverside
Greenway Trail to Hudson River and then return to the Esopus Library for a rededication ceremony. (845) 338 -5580

Why Hudson Didn't Discover His River : Philipse Manor Hall presents an archaeological look at the Hudson Valley in
the 12,000 years since the end of the Ice Age and before the Half Moon in 1609. (914) 965 - 4027

Exhibit -Making: Art and Archaeology  : Learn how museums create exhibits, and try your hand at curatorial decision -
making at Philipse Manor Hall. (914) 965 - 4027

Snakes Alive at Hudson Highlands Nature Museum : Learn about snakes and meet a few of these fascinating animals
up close. (845) 534 -5506 x204

Tales from New York Cityo6s Lower East Si deLledrehow themuseunMeamesta m a
be and how researchers continue to learn about the building combining archaeological, historical, and architectural
research to bring the stories of the former residents to life. (914) 965 - 4027

Archaeology Cake Workshop _: Learn how the earth is layered by constructing an archaeology cake at Philipse Manor

Hall and discover what stratification means. (914) 965 - 4027
The Guerrero Project at Philipse Manor : Listen in on the debate between archaeologists, historians and treasure
hunters, all of whom hope to one day locate the Guerrero, a sunken slave ship. (914) 965 - 4027
Object Detective: Investigating Your Finds . Visit Philipse Manor Hall and play detective during this hands -on class
that will teach how to handle, identify and extract information from various types of objects. (914) 965 - 4027

7/11 -12: (2009 Quad Event) Four Centuries of Dutch History at the Knickerbocker Mansion : A living history timeline of the
events that took place in upper Rensselaer County from 1609 -present. Re -enactors interpret the lives of Native

Americans, Henry Hudson, early Dutch settlers, Dutch slaves, military men and Washington Irving.

7/12: Archaeology Site Walk : Walk former archaeological sites on the property of Philipse Manor Hall as your instructor
recreates the major findings of the work. (914) 965 - 4027
Exhibit -Making: Art and Archaeology : Learn how museums create exhibits, and try your hand at curatorial decision -
making at Philipse Manor Hall. (914) 965 - 4027
Archaeology Cake Workshop : Learn how the earth is layered by constructing an archaeology cake at Philipse Manor
Hall and discover what stratification means. (914) 965 - 4027
The Water Goes Away: Archaeology of a River : Explore the underground history of the local tributary that flows into
the Hudson near Philipse Manor Hall. (914) 965 - 4027
Archaeology in Popular Culture at Philipse Manor : Di scuss pop culture mediabds treat
years, from Pepsi, Indiana Jones, and Monty Python to cartoons and songs. (914) 965 - 4027

Forensic Detectives:  Archaeological investigation shed lights on diverse stories during this film at Philipse Manor:
ancient Jerusalem, the Chinese Shang Dynasty, and Chiribaya mummies in Peru. (914) 965 - 4027

7/15 -8/2: (2009 Quad Event) Circus -in-the-Par k Extravaganza: Come to Nyack to celebra
the birth of the Early American circus! Enjoy performances, the Circus Youth Troupe, circus movies, and community
activities. (845) 348 -8740
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7/18 -3/14/10: (2009 Quad Event): Lives of the Hudson : Explore works by Hudson River School artists, historical artifacts, and

contemporary works in this exhibition at the Tang. (518) 580 -8080
7/18: (2009 Quad Event): What Did Henry Hudson See? : Storyteller Jill Olesker will celebrate the Storm King Art Center
landscape and create a story of the Hudson River's tides, history, and creatures. (845) 534 -3115

Hudson River School Hikes _: See 19th -Century Landscape Paintings Come to Life through a guided hike to Kaaterskill
Falls and the Catskill Mountain House. (518) 943 -7465

Amazing Arachnids : Learn about the life of spiders and meet several of them at the Hudson Highlands Nature
Museum. (845) 534 -5506 x204

7/19: (2009 Quad Event) Songs of the Great Catskill Mountain Railroads : Sing the folk songs of the historic Ulster County
Railroads with the Sidewinders, Jim Donnelly and Ira Mcintosh at the Phoenicia Railroad Station. (845) 594 -4412

(2009 Quad Event) 36th Annual Irish Feis : Stony Point celebrates Irish heritage with drummers, dancing, music,
food, art and much more! (845) 942 -1874

7/23 -8/2: (2009 Quad Event) Orange County Family Fair . Enjoy carnival rides, live music, food, art exhibits, farm animals, and
games for the whole family. (845) 343 -4826

724 -26: (2009 Quad Event) Namesake Celebration Waterfront Festival
journey with tours of the Half Moon, food and crafts demonstrations in period costume, circus workshops, light

shows, fireworks, folk music from Holland, and a Henry Hudson look -alike contest.  (518) 828 -3378

7125: Dazzling Dragonflies : Learn about these fascinating creatures and then take a walk into the fields in search of them
at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum. (845) 534 -5506 x204

7/26: (2009 Quad Event) Riversongs at Storm King Art Center : Take part in a musical exploration that spans 10,000 years
and covers the Ice Age, Native Americans, Henry Hudson, and the Golden Age of rail. (845) 534 -3115
(2009 Quad Event) Austerlitz Blueberry Festival : Enjoy 19th Century craft demonstrations, music, and entertainment
as well as a blueberry recipe contest and blueberry pancake breakfast. (518) 392 -0062

7127 -31: Riverweek Day Camp : Children ages 11 -13 will examine our relationship with the Hudson through time, spending
time immersed in 19th century history at Van Cortlandt Manor and then stepping into the 21st century with the staff
of Cl earwater to examine how we c a-631a300Drdx t he riverds future

7/28 -30: Teaching the Hudson Valley Summer Institute at Hyde Park . This yeards topic wild.l be
Teaching the Hudson Valley in Tough Ti meso

7/31: Troy Night Out : Visit the City of Troy for an evening of arts and culture with live music, food, shopping and gallery
exhibitions.

Heritage Spotlight

Playland Amusement Park

The nation's first planned amusement park, Playland offers a treat for
both architecture buffs and thrill -seeking children.

Realizing that its shoreline in Rye, on Long Island Sound, was
increasingly attracting a rowdy crowd, Westchester County officials
decided in 1927 to construct a 280 -acre park that would feature a
variety of family -friendly diversions - rides, a freshwater pool,
beaches, a boardwalk, and skating rinks. Buildings (including
Playland's most prominent landmark, the 110 -foot -tall Music Tower)
were designed in the streamlined Art Deco style by the team of Walker

and Gillette, while the grounds were pleasingly landscaped. Much of

the original architectural fabric of the park, opened in 1928, remains,

as do seven original rides, among them the Dragon Coaster, a wooden

roller coaster that hurtles riders into a long, dark tunnel; and the
Derby Racer, a carousel that reaches speeds of 25 miles an hour. In
1987, Playland was named a National Historic Landmark.

Today, Playland features 50 rides, swimming, boating, and indoor
skating. Live entertainment and fireworks are also offered on summer evenings.

Playland Parkway in Rye, open May & October (call for hours). Admission Fee. (914) 813 -7000.
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