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What 6s New?

Greenway Board Meeting

On January 28, 2009, the Greenway held a joint meeting of the

Boards of the Hudson River Valley Greenway Communities
Council and Conservancy, and the Hudson River Valley National
Heritage Area, at the Heffner Alumni House of Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute (RPI) in Troy, NY.

The Greenway Boards and meeting attendees were welcomed

by Kathy Jimino, Rensselaer County Executive ; Harry
Tutunjian, Mayor, City of Troy ; and Erin Crotty, Director of

Community Relations, RPI. Fran Dunwell, Hudson River
Estuary Coordinator for the NYS Department on Environmental
Conservation, gave a presentation regarding the Draft Hudson

River Estuary Action Agenda for 2010 through 2014.
Additionally, Neil Caplan, Banner mandés Ca provided
an update on Bannermands Castl e
its condition.

County Executive, Kathy Jimino, welcomes attendees

New Greenway Trails

Two new segments were added to the Greenway Land Trail at the meeting. The Esposito -Gesner Avenue Park Link Trail
in Rockland County, and the Walkway Loop Trail in Ulster and Dutchess Counties were officially designated as part of the
Greenway Trail System

Greenway Grants

Greenway Community Grants were awarded to the City of Watervliet  in Albany County for a National Register city
feasibility study; the Village of Fishkill  in Dutchess County for gateway signs; and the Village of Red Hook in Dutchess
County to amend zoning regulations.

Subcommittee Hearing Held on Congressman Hinchey Bill for the Hudson River Valley

On Thursday, January 21, 2010 at 10:00am in Room 1324 of the Longworth House Office Building in Washington, DC,

the House Natural Resources Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands held a hearing on Congressman

Hi ncheyds bill that would authorize the National Park Service
Valley should become a unit of the National Park system. The subcommittee's hearing was led by Chairman Radl

Grijalva (D -AZ). Congressman Hinchey, a representative for the NPS, and others testified on the congressman's bill at

the hearing. The hearing helps to bring attention to the bill and the necessity for such a study. A webcast of the hearing

will be available at  http://resourcescommittee.house.gov . The U.S. Department of the Interior gave its support to the

study on Thursday.

Preservation League Announces fASeven to Saveo for 2010

The Preservation League of New York State announced its Seven to Save for 2010 at a reception on January 19th in New
York City. Three of the seven sites are located within the Hudson River Valley, including: Kenwood , Albany, Albany
County; the Hamlet of Rensselaerville Historic District , Rensselaerville, Albany County; John W. Chorley Elementary

School , Middletown, Orange County. The Preservation League will provide targeted support for these threatened historic
resources throughout 2010, and will work with local groups to protect them.
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Federal Funding Awarded for Housing within City of Cohoes

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
recently announced a $5.5 million grant for the renovation of 66
housing units in the City of Cohoes near the Harmony Mills
complex and Cohoes Falls. The HUD money will go to Community
Builders, a Boston -based non -profit group with an office in
Albany. The group has the buildings under contract and hopes to
begin renovations later this fall. The renovations will preserve the
historic character of each of the buildings. The Harmony Mills
project has already won accolades for historic preservation,
including a 2007 J. Timothy Anderson Award from the National
Trust for Historic Preservation. Source: Times Union

Congressman Murphy Presents Citation to Shaker Museum

On January 6th, Congressman Scott Murphy paid a visit to the
Shaker Museum and Library  's North Family site next to Darrow
School in New Lebanon. During the visit, Congressman Murphy
praised the Museum's efforts to preserve the historic Great
Stone Barn, and presented the organization with a Congressional
Citation for Historic Preservation. "The barn is an amazing and
impressive site, and | see why it's important for us to preserve," Congressman Murphy told a group of about 40 Museum
supporters, also citing the Barn's important future impact on tourism.

Harmony Mills, Cohoes (Photo by Daniel Case)

The Great Stone Barn, the centerpiece of the Shaker's North Family site, was severely damaged by fire 35 years ago.
The Shaker Museum and Library has undertaken a multi -year, multimillion dollar effort to restore the barn and was
recently awarded a $400,000 Save America's Treasures _ grant that will help pay for the barn's stabilization.

Kingston Selected for National Program to Fight Childhood Obesity

Cornell Cooperative Extension Ulster County (CCEUC) has been awarded a $360,000 grant from the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation  (RWJF) to improve opportunities for physical activity and access to affordable healthy foods for

children and families in Kingston, NY. Based on a rigorous selection process that drew more than 500 proposals from

across the country, Kingston is one of 41 sites selected for the RWJF Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities initiative. With
the Healthy Kids, Healthy Communities grant, CCEUC and partners will work to transform the living and eating
environment for children in the city. The strategy consists of creating safe routes to schools and parks, promoting the
adoption of a Complete Street policy in the city, supporting community and school gardens, and improving the snack

options in after -school programs. Source: Cornell Cooperative Extension Ulster County

Solar Farm to be Constructed in the Hudson Valley

Congressman Maurice Hinchey , officials from The  Solar Energy Consortium (TSEC) and its partners, and representatives
from Stewart Air National Guard (ANG) base recently announced a $4 million dollar federal investment to construct a

solar farm at the base. The funds were directly secured by Hinchey from Congress as part of the fiscal year 2010

Defense Appropriations bill, which has been signed into law. Congress and the Pentagon have set new requirements that
each branch of the military must purchase or generate a minimum of 25 percent of the energy they consume from

renewable sources by 2025. When complete, this new solar farm will put Stewart Air National Guard base on the path to

this goal, and will serve as a model for other, similar farms at other military bases. Source: Office of Congressman

Maurice Hinchey

Upcoming Grant Opportunities

Greenway Grant Opportunities

Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants will be due February 10th for our March Board Meeting.
Applications received after this date will be considered for our June Board Meeting. Applications can be downloaded from the
Hudson River Valley Greenway Website by clicking here .

Other Grant Opportunities:

. . - X s =N J Ap=
Funding Available from Open Space Institute to Support Young Leaders : The Open Space Institute, in honor of ' l'
Barnabas McHenry, gives a $5000 annual award to three young leaders working in collaboration with non - profit [ ( \ |
organizations to pursue projects in environmental conservation, historic preservation or the arts in the Hudson A A\J.

Valley. Any not for profit organization working in the Hudson Valley region is eligible to nominate a student for this
award. (February 12)
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Local Government Efficiency Grants for city or county charter revisions that include functional consolidations or
increased shared services; municipal mergers, consolidations or dissolutions; countywide shared services; or

the transfer of local functions to the county and multi -county or regional services; or a plan for sustainable
reductions in the cost of police, fire and highway services for eligible municipalities whose cost is in the top

25% of comparable municipalities in New York State. Activities shall have a great potential for cost savings,
structural change, and management improvements. The grant maximum is $50,000. (February 24)

Community Action for a Renewed Environment (CARE) Program . This request for proposals (RFP) announces the availability of
funds and solicits from eligible entities project proposals to receive financial assistance through the Community Action for a
Renewed Environment (CARE) grant program. CARE is a unique community -based, community -driven, multimedia

demonstration program designed to help communities understand and reduce risks due to toxic pollutants and environmental
concerns from all sources. (March 9)

The Captain Planet Foundation to fund and support hands  -on environmental projects for children and youths. The foundation
also works to encourage innovative programs that empower children and youth around the world to work individually and
collectively to solve environmental problems in their neighborhoods and communities. Through environmental education, the

Captain Planet Foundation believes that children can achieve a better understanding and appreciation for the world in which t hey
live. In order to be considered for funding, proposals must promote understanding of environmental issues, focus on hands -on
involvement and involve children and young adults. Proposals must also include adult supervision and commit to follow -up

communication with the Foundation. (March 31, June 30)

New York State Community Development Block Grant Program : The New York State Community Development Block Grant

Program (NYS CDBG) is a federally funded program authorized by Title | of the Housing and Community Development Act of

1974 administered by the New York State Housing Trust Fund Corporat
Program provides funding to eligible communities for the development of projects providing decent and hazard -free affordable
housing, access to safe drinking water, proper disposal of household wastewater, access to community -needed services in local
facilities, foster economic opportunities through the support of projects that create and/or retain permanent employment

opportunities principally benefiting low - and moderate -income persons. Activities funded under the NYS CDBG Program must

benefit low - and moderate -income persons, aid in the prevention or elimination of slums or blight or meet community

development needs having a particular urgency; 70% of NYS CDBG funds must benefit low - and moderate -income persons.
(April 23)

New York Main Street Program : The New York Main Street Program (NYMS) provides funding to assist New York State
communities with their main street/downtown revitalization efforts. NYMS will provide grants to stimulate reinvestment in mix ed
-use (commercial/civic and residential) fAmain streeto buildings eogy
conservation, accessibility, and to provide affordable housing and job opportunities. (April 23)

Rolling Acceptance of Grant Applications:

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) state assistance programs for waste reduction, recycling and household
hazardous waste programs that include Capital Projects, Recycling Coordinators, and assistance for hazardous waste days.

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation for Technical Assistance Grants for community groups to
increase public awareness and understanding of remedial activities taking place in their community.

Enterprisebs Gr e etohelpcaventheldostsiofeptanning and implementing green components of affordable housing
developments, as well as tracking their costs and benefits.

Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF) offered by the NYS Archives, offers funding to help local
governments establish records management programs or develop new program components.

BJ6s Charitabl:e BRIcOusn dGhtairoint abl e Foundati on was establ i shed-lasingtirhpact h e
on communities that have a BJ6s Wholesale Club. The mission of the
that primarily benefit children and families.

Upcoming Events Around the Region

2/1-6/26: Mapping New Yor kos -20000 The NewnYerk Publi© l9brary celebrates Dutch accomplishments with an
exhibition that includes early mapping from Verazzano's visit and decorative Dutch maps charting New Netherland.
Globes and navigational instruments, are on loan from the National Museum in Amsterdam. (917) 275 -6975

2/1 -3/14:  Lives of the Hudson : Explore works by Hudson River School artists, historical artifacts, and contemporary works in

this exhibition at the Tang. (518) 580 -8080
2/1 -3/1: 1609 : The New York State Museum re-examines Hudson's voyage, myths surrounding it, and legacies of Hudson's
‘é unexpected discovery. Includes Native American | ife bef o878 16
/L%
f/(///*: Arms and Armor of the Age of Exploration : The West Point Museum presents arms and armor typical of those used

=S by the early explorers including swords, firearms, helmets and armor. (845) 938 -2638
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2/5: Albany First Friday : Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for exhibition openings, receptions, and events.

2/6: History in a Bucket: Tales of a Hudson River Slave . Educator Jim Taylor portrays a freed slave shortly after the
/ Revolutionary War and tells stories of slavery in the Hudson Valley at Saratoga National Battlefield. (518) 664 -9821
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Mount Gulian Children's Valentine's Tea : Children will enjoy crust -less sandwiches, scones and homemade jam,
dainty desserts and an assortment of teas. Pre-registration required. (845) 831 -8172

S\

2/7: Eliza Pratt Greatorex: First Artist of Her Sex in America . Thomas Cole National Historic Site presents this lecture
about Eliza Pratt Greatorex, the first female to be admitted to the National Academy of Design and one of the first
artists to capture images of New York City's historic sites before they were destroyed. (518) 943 -7465

Family Nature Series: Animal Tracks : Learn to identify animals in Sterling Forest State Park by finding their tracks.
Pre-registration required. (845) 351 -5907

Hudson Handiwork at the Albany Institute : Take a first -hand look at traditional crafts inspired by the river. Expert
craftsmen include an Iroquois lacrosse - stick maker, a woodcarver, and a bluestone carver. (518) 463 -4478

2/8: The Row House Reborn : Andrew S. Dolkart, author of The Row House Reborn traces this aesthetic movement at the
Museum of the City of New York from its inception in 1908 to a wave of projects for the wealthy on the East Side to
the faux artists' studios for young professionals in Greenwich Village. (212) 534 - 1672 x3395

2/9: Charles Willson Peale, Mastodons and Museums: A Legacy for Orange County : Local historians and archaeologists
discuss the history of the mastodon in Orange County at Cornwall Presbyterian Church. (845) 534 -5506, ext. 215

2/12: Stony Point Owl Prowl: _ Listen and Locate Great Horned Owls and Eastern Screech Owls. (845) 786 -2521

2/13: Owl Prowl at Hudson Highlands Nature Museum : Enjoy an evening of owl facts and fiction, meet the museum's
resident owls, and venture into the woods to search for these birds of the night. Pre -registration. (845) 534  -5506

A, President's Day and African American History Month : St . Paul 6s Church p r ®maetments
W\ commemorating President's Day and African American History Month with appearances by Presidents Washington,
Lincoln and Franklin D. Roosevelt, as well as Harriet Tubman. (914) 667 -4116

2/13 -15: George Washington's Birthday Celebration : Come to Washington's Headquarters and enjoy military demonstrations,
music, costumed interpreters, and cake! (845) 562 -1195

2/14 -15:  Washington's Birthday at New Windsor : Soldiers bring to life the Continental Army's final winter encampment with
musket and cannon firings, blacksmithing, medical demonstrations and other aspects of daily life. (845) 561 -1765

2/14: Romantic Valentine's Dinner __: Relax in the elegant rooms of the 1798 Ten Broeck Mansion and enjoy a five course
dinner to benefit the Albany county Historical Association. Pre -registration required. (518) 436 -9826

Letters Home in a Time of War : The National Purple Heart Hall of Honor presents letters from the Civil War to
present day to and from service men and women. (845) 561 - 1765 x28

2/21: Birds - Can Spring be Far Behind?: Sterling Forest State Park presents wildlife artist and expert, John Yrizarry, who
will speak on the birds that leave in late winter and make way for the spring arrivals. (845) 351 -5907

Tell Me a Story at the Albany Institute : Enjoy various forms of traditional storytelling. Presenters include a
Congolese mbira player, Hindu dancers, a Native American storyteller, and a Senegalese griot. (518) 463 -4478
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2/26: Troy Night Out _: Visit the City of Troy for an evening of arts and culture with live music, food, shopping -
and gallery exhibitions.

2/28: UnderWhere in 1800 : Return to Clermont to learn about the fabulous fashions of the Empire era. This
period, made famous by countless Jane Austin movies, radically changed women's clothing from the
generations before.  Enjoy slides and elaborately  -reproduced costumes. (518) 537 -4240

Green Tip of the Month

This month, turn down your thermostat by 2 degrees. Each month would reduce your carbon footprint by about 53Ibs of CO2.
Over the winter months that comes to a savings of about 318lbs!
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All information courtesy GifeenRaidei o
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Heritage Spotlight

Kykuit, The Rockefeller Estate

Kykuit, the country home of the Rockefeller family, is one of the most
impressive Hudson Valley estates. The house contains a collection of art
and antiques, while the grounds feature a spectacular array of gardens,
sculpture, and a sweeping vista of the Hudson River.

The 40 -room Neo -Classical Revival -style villa was completed in 1913 on a
commanding hill (named Kykuit - or "lookout" - by early Dutch settlers)
for John D. Rockefeller, the founder of the Standard Oil Company. In later

years, it was the home of his son, philanthropist John D. Rockefeller Jr.,

and grandson, Nelson A. Rockefeller, four -time governor of New York and
Vice President under Gerald Ford. The house, its furnishings, and 87 of the
estate's 4,000 acres were bequeathed by Governor Rockefeller to the
National Trust for Historic Preservation in 1979.

First -floor living spaces were designed in the Classical Revival style by
Ogden Codman Jr., then America's leading interior decorator. More
comfortable than opulent, they contain excellent examples of 18th century
-style furniture, as well as Asian ceramics. An underground art gallery
holds works from the collection of Nelson Rockefeller, including pieces by Andy Warhol and Alexander Calder as well as tapest ries
commissioned by Nelson Rockefeller based on his favorite paintings by Picasso and woven under the artist's supervision.

The dramatic grounds, designed by noted architect William Welles Bosworth, feature formal gardens in a variety of styles buil t
on terraces. Enhancing the meticulously tended plants and shrubbery are fountains, a grotto, and pavilions, as well as Nelson
Rockefeller's collection of large  -scale sculptures, including works by Louise Nevelson, David Smith, and Henry Moore.

Tours of Kykuit depart from the Visitor Center at Philipsburg Manor, on Route 9 in Sleepy Hollow. A variety of tours are offe red
daily except Tues. from late April -early November. Admission fee. 914 -631 -9491.

Community Spotlight

City of Cohoes

Located in Albany County at the junction of the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers, the City of

Cohoes has demonstrated the value of promoting community resources. Land was

originally purchased in 1630 from Native Americans before becoming part of the
Renssel aer wyck Manor but t he ar e a-6csurring rwaterfallmi t
defined the course of its history.

By the dawn of the Industrial Revolution, water power and the newly -established Erie
Canal helped to establish Cohoes as a vital destination. With over 203,000 spindles

fueled by the power of the waterfall, Cohoes |
largest employer in Cohoes, Harmony Manufacturing, was once one of the largest

cotton mills in the world and owned many of t
One of Cohoesdé more notabl e resi de n-presidehuGhesterg t
A. Arthur who served as a local schoolmaster during the mid 19th century. In 1874,

two local businessmen capitalized on the booming population by building the Cohoes

Music Hall. Over the years, the third -floor theatre hosted the likes of Sarah Bernhardt,

John Philip Sousa, and Jimmy Durante, George M. Cohan, and Lillian Russell. As

industry changed in the early 20th century, many businesses moved out of Cohoes in

search of cheaper labor, power, and raw materials.

Whil e a number of industries stil!]l remain in Cohoes, the cityodsialf
event s, and unique cul tural resources. The cityds downtown commerc
and early 20th centuries. Cohoes Falls, the largest cataract east of Niagara Falls, continues to be a scenic destination for man y
visitors while the Cohoes Music Hall has been fully restored and showcases a number of performances throughout the year. On

the first floor of the Cohoes Music Hall is the RiverSpark Visitor Center _whi ch hel ps to promote the cit)
city is also filled with excellent examples of adaptive reuse scopatl
Church, and AThe Lofts, o a residential commaminyWil | ocated in a port.i
Whether dining along Remsen Street, admiring the Cohoes Falls, or watching a performance at the Music Hall, a visit to the Ci ty
of Cohoes is sure to be a |l esson in our nationds industrial her iotra c

historic resources in new and exciting ways.
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