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Hudson River Valley Greenway Conservancy Small Grants Available  
  

The Hudson River Valley Greenway is pleased to announce $75,000 of  available 
funding for the 2009 Conservancy Small Grants Program . The program offers 
funding for trail planning, design, construction, rehabilitation, and education and 

interpretation.   Eligible projects include: Projects to construct, design or plan trail 
segments or links that further the goals of the Greenway Trail Program, including 
projects to develop on - road Greenway Trail segments that connect two or more 
off - road trail segments, where off - road trails are not viable; rehabilitation projects 
to improve trails/trail segments that further the goals of the Greenway Trail                 
Program; education and   interpretation projects, including trail signage, kiosks, 
guides, maps and brochures.  All applications must be received in the office 

of the Hudson River Valley Greenway no later than 4:30 p.m.,                      
Friday,   September 4, 2009.  Call (518) 473 -3835 for information.  
 

Update: Walkway Over The Hudson   
 

The Quadricentennial Commission is pleased to report that the Walkway Over The 
Hudson project is 65% complete. With work progressing faster than anticipated, 

the Walkway is scheduled to be completed well in advance of the October opening.  
The grand opening of Walkway Over The Hudson will take place during the                    
weekend of October 3rd, 2009. When complete, this will be the longest              
pedestrian bridge in the world.  Construction updates  can be found at the online 
website for the Walkway at www.walkway.org  
 

French Ambassador Visits Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area  

 
On July 25th, Congressman Maurice Hinchey  and Congresswoman Nita Lowey  welcomed The Honorable Pierre Vimont , 
Ambassador of France to the United States, to a tour of the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area. The Ambassador 
participated in a number of public events to celebrate the passage earlier this year of federal legislation that formally 
designated the Washington -Rochambeau Revolutionary Route (W3R) National Historic Trail.    
 

The "W3R" Trail traces and commemorates the 600 -mile route from Newport, Rhode Island to Yorktown, Virginia taken 
in 1781 and 1782 by the armies of General George Washington and General Jean -Baptiste de Rochambeau of France. 
The Washington -Rochambeau Revolutionary Route National Historic Trail, which includes portions of the Hudson River 
Valley, recognizes the important military contributions by France to the American victory in the War of Independence, 
and also helps to highlight the critical role played by the Hudson River Valley during the American Revolution. Free 
events for the public included a welcoming ceremony and celebrations at Washingtonôs Headquarters State Historic Site 
in Newburgh, and at the Washington -Rochambeau Monument in Dobbs Ferry.   

 
The W3R Trail is highlighted in the American Revolution brochure published by the Hudson River Valley National Heritage 
Area . Visit hudsonrivervalley.com  for more information or call (518) 473 -3835!  

 
New York By Rail Featuring Windows On History Wins Major Award  
 

New York By Rail  published by Martinelli -Slocum Publishing recently won an Apex Award for publication excellence for 

their 2008 publication. This publication featured ñWindows On Historyò, a guide produced by the Hudson River Valley  

National Heritage Area through a grant provided by I Love NYôs Explore NY Program.  ñWindows On Historyò includes 
narratives and photos (taken from the perspective of the passenger) that educate rail passengers about the resources 
they see outside their windows. To receive your copy of ñWindows on History,ò contact the Hudson River Valley National 
Heritage Area at (518) 473 -3835.  
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10 th  Annual Hudson River Valley Ramble to Feature 1st Annual Heritage Weekend  
 

Mark your calendars! This yearôs Hudson River Valley Ramble will feature a larger than ever roster of events spanning all 
four weekends in September. The 10 th  year of this annual celebration of the natural and cultural resources of the Hudson 

River Valley also helps to commemorate the 400 th  anniversaries of Henry Hudson and Samuel de Champlainôs historic 
journeys.  We are also pleased that this year the Ramble will include the first annual New York Heritage Weekend  in the 

Champlain and Hudson Valleys. In addition to the many outdoor adventures and historic explorations offered by the 
Ramble, Heritage Weekend will feature free or reduced admission to many museums, historic sites, battlefields, parks 
and more over the weekend of September 12th -13th.  For information about the Ramble and the nearly 300 events  
going on this September, visit hudsonrivervalley.com/ramble . 

 

Great Champlain - Hudson Paddle Set To Launch  
 

The Great Champlain -Hudson Paddle  is set to launch August 3 rd  at 8:30am 
from West Shore Marina in Moreau, Saratoga County.  The paddle will end 
200 miles downriver in Manhattan on August 17 th . Thirty paddlers and their 
guides will be joined by many local paddlers and festival goers during the 

15 day trip.  Community festivals are planned in Schuylerville, Saratoga 
County, Lloyd, Cold Spring, Yonkers and New York City.  The Paddle is being 
held to promote and celebrate the Hudson -Fulton -Champlain              
Quadricentennial, the Hudson River Greenway Water Trail, and the       

heritage of our host communities.  This is the ninth annual Paddle hosted by 
the Greenway and National Heritage Area.  Previous Paddles have welcomed 
guests from as far away from New Zealand and Los Angeles and as close as 

our neighbors throughout the Hudson Valley.    
 
Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area Participates in Regional Forum  
 

On July 9th, The Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area was invited to participate in Assemblywoman Sandy Galefôs 
2009 Senior Forum.  John Dennehey from the Heritage Area spoke to forum attendees about the historic sites, trails, and 
cultural resources present in Putnam and Westchester Counties and how attendees could become more involved in their 

local organizations and participate in regional events. Presentations were also given by representatives from the Hudson 
Fulton Champlain Quadricentennial Commission , Westchester Department of Tourism , and the Putnam County Visitors 
Bureau .   
 

Great Hudson Valley Pedal  

 

Join cyclists from all over the country for the 5th annual 6 -day, 200 -mile, Great Hudson Valley Pedal  August 11 -16, 2009 
through the majestic Hudson Valley, long celebrated as one of the most picturesque river valleys in the world! The           
Hudson River Valley Greenway is a premier sponsor of this annual trip, organized by Parks and Trails New York. Cyclists 
will visit historic sites and camp in beautiful settings throughout the Hudson Valley, all while cycling between 35 -45 miles 
per day. More information and registration forms can be found at the website for Parks and Trails New York .  

 
Tall Ships in the Hudson Valley  

 
In celebration of the Hudson Fulton Champlain Quadricentennial, the Crossroads Of The American Revolution Heritage 
Area (New Jersey) partnered with the Palisades Interstate Park Commission and the Hudson River Valley National            
Heritage Area to launch a sail on the A.J. Meerwald , New Jerseyôs Tall Ship. Participants sailed from the Alpine Boat Basin 
in New Jersey to Nyack in New Yorkôs Rockland County.  A portion of the proceeds raised from this sail will support a  
second historic beacon relighting event this fall.   

 

Phase II of the Dutchess Rail Trail Now Open  
 

On July 9th, Dutchess County Executive William Steinhaus  announced the opening of the second phase of the Dutchess 
Rail Trail . Phase II is a 2.4 mile section that stretches from Morgan Lake south to Overocker Road in the Town of            
Poughkeepsie. The Dutchess Rail Trail will be a 12 mile multi -use linear county ñparkò that will run through the middle of 
the County along the former Maybrook Rail corridor including the towns of Poughkeepsie, LaGrange, Wappinger and East 

Fishkill. Phase I of the Dutchess Rail Trail , which was opened in 2007, is a 1.7 mile section located in East Fishkill that 
extends between Route 376 and Lake Walton Road. Due to the complex engineering and environmental challenges of the 
Dutchess Rail Trail , the project is being constructed in five separate segments.   
 

Mark Your Calendars for the Quadricentennial Conference  
 
 A special conference will be held September 25th -26th in the Hudson Valley.  The conference, titled ñNew Yorkôs 400 

 Years : The Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial Conferenceò is sponsored by the Hudson River Valley National 
 Heritage Area, the Hudson River Valley Institute, the Hudson River Valley Greenway, The National Park Service, and the 

 Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial Commission.  On the 25th, the conference will be held at the Henry A.         
 Wallace Visitors and Education Center, FDR Presidential Library and Historic Site, Hyde Park.  On the 26th, the              
 conference will be held at the Marist Student Center at Marist College.  

2008 Great Hudson River Paddle  
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Upcoming Grant Opportunities  

Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants  will be due September 14th for our October Board Meeting.        
Applications received after this date will be considered for our January Board Meeting. Applications can be downloaded from t he 
Hudson River Valley Greenway Website by clicking here .   
 

Greenway Conservancy Grant applications will be due 4:30pm, September 4th and can be downloaded  

 
Other Grant Opportunities :  
 
US Department of Housing and Urban Developmentôs Public Housing Capital Recovery Grant Program funds improvements          
addressing the needs of the elderly and/or persons with disabilities; public housing transformation; gap financing for projec ts 
that are stalled due to financing issues; and creation of energy efficient, green communities. (August 30)  
 

Kids Consortium Offers Green Mini -Grants (K -12)  for green service learning projects that address energy efficiency and             
recycling. Funded projects must solve a problem or address a local need to make schools and neighborhoods healthier and              
environmentally sustainable. (August 31)  
 
Environmental Protection Fund Grants (Due September 14):  
 

Parks Program :  For the acquisition or development of parks and recreational facilities for projects to preserve,             

rehabilitate or restore lands, waters or structures for park, recreation or conservation purposes. Funds may be awarded 
to municipalities or not - for -profits with an ownership interest, for indoor or outdoor projects and must reflect the           
priorities established in the NY Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) . 

Historic Preservation Program : To improve, protect, preserve, rehabilitate or restore properties listed on the National or 
State Registers of Historic Places. Funds are available to municipalities or not - for -profits with an ownership interest.  

Heritage Areas Program : For projects to preserve, rehabilitate or restore lands, waters or structures, identified in a  
management plan approved by the Commissioner. Projects must fall within a New York State Designated Heritage Area.  

Acquisition : For the acquisition of a permanent easement or fee title to lands, waters or structures for use by all             
segments of the population for park, recreation, conservation or preservation purposes. To be used for all three program 
areas where acquisition is of more importance than development.  

 

Environmental Protection Fund Local Waterfront Revitalization Program : The Department of State is soliciting grant applications 
for the following categories:  visioning and development of local or regional revitalization strategies; completing or implem ent ing 

a Local or Regional Waterfront Revitalization Program; adapting to climate change; downtown and hamlet revitalization;         
preparing or implementing a local or regional watershed management plan; urban waterfront redevelopment; creating a blueway 
trail; interpreting waterfront resources -  New York State Coastal Resources Interpretive Program. (September 16):  
 
 
Water Quality Improvement Projects Grants : for projects such as: municipal wastewater treatment; municipal separate storm 
sewer systems (MS4s); nonagricultural nopoint source abatement and control; aquatic habitat restoration.  New for this round is 

hardship funding available for municipal wastewater treatment projects, green infrastructure projects, and smart growth energ y 
efficiency consideration.  (October 16)  
 
Rolling Acceptance of Grant Applications:  
 

The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)  administers state assistance programs for waste reduction,           

recycling and household hazardous waste programs that include Capital Projects, Recycling Coordinators, and assistance 

for household hazardous waste days.  
 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  is accepting applications for Technical Assistance Grants 
which are a tool available for community groups to increase public awareness and understanding of remedial activities 
taking place in their community.  
 

The Dyson Foundation  for the funding of environmental programs and activities.  To view the guidelines for Dutchess 
County -based  organizations and programs click here . To view guidelines for organizations and programs located in         
Columbia, Greene, Orange, Putnam, and Ulster counties, click here .  

Enterpriseôs Green Communities is offering grants to help cover the costs of planning and implementing green              
components of affordable housing developments, as well as tracking their costs and benefits. Grant opportunities are 
open to 501(c)(3) nonprofits; public housing authorities; tribally designated housing entities; for -profit entities; and for -

profit entities participating through joint ventures with qualified organizations.  
 
Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF)  offered by the NYS Archives, offers funding to 

help local governments establish records management programs or develop new program components.  
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Upcoming Events Around the Region  

Events identified as ñ2009 Quad Eventò denote ñ2009 Hudson-Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial Events.ò For additional             
information about the Quadricentennial, visit the online website at exploreny400.com . 
 
8/1 -3/14/10: (2009 Quad Event): Lives of the Hudson : Explore works by Hudson River School artists, historical artifacts, and 

 contemporary works in this exhibition at the Tang. (518) 580 -8080  

 
8/1 -3/1/10: (2009 Quad Event) 1609 : The New York State Museum presents a major exhibition re -examining Hudson's voyage, 
 the myths that surround it, and the legacies of Hudson's unexpected discovery. Included will be a focus on life before 
 1609 and the Native American response to Hudsonôs arrival. (518) 474-8730  
 
8/1 -1/10/10: (2009 Quad Event) Dutch New York: The Roots of Hudson Valley Culture : The Hudson River Museum explores New 
 Yorkôs Dutch roots and the differing ways Dutch-influenced culture has been interpreted throughout New York's long 

 history. (914) 963 -4550  
 
8/1 -1/3/10: (2009 Quad Event) Hudson River Panorama : The Albany Institute explores the influence that the Hudson has had on 
 our region. Enjoy artifacts, works of art, and rare archival documents. (518) 463 -4478  
 
8/1 -12/31:  (2009 Quad Event) Horseshoes & Waterwheels: NY's Tech Valley 1800s : Visitors to the Childrenôs Museum can     

explore the importance of the Hudson River to the region and our nation.   (518) 235 -2120  

 
8/1 -10/31: Archives Alive : The Senate House presents rare history preserved documents from the region. (845) 338 -2786  
 
 (2009 Quad Event) River Views of the Hudson River School : See the Hudson River through the eyes of the 19th 
 century artists of the Hudson River School during this special exhibition at the home of Thomas Cole. (518)943 -7465  
 
8/1 -10/15: Definitely Dutch : Enjoy this exhibit at the Bronck Museum about the elements of Dutch Culture still around us        

 today. (518) 731 -6490  
 
8/1 -10/12:  Exhibit: Glories of the Hudson: Frederic Edwin Churchôs Views from Olana: Olana opens the Evelyn & Maurice Sharp 
 Gallery for this inaugural exhibit focusing on Churchôs sketches of the River from the property.  (518) 828-0135  
 
 (2009 Quad Event) Ahoy! Where Lies Henry Hudson?:  The Woodstock Byrdcliffe Arts Colony presents outdoor 

"memorials" to Henry Hudson designed by Hudson Valley architects who have designed .  
 

8/1 -10/10:  (2009 Quad Event) Hudson Athens Lighthouse Tours : Explore the lighthouse and enjoy a 360 -degree view of the 
Hudson River, the Catskill Mountains and scenery of Columbia and Greene counties. Emily Brunner, the girl who lived 
in the lighthouse in the late 1930's and early '40s, is on site to tell tales of living on the lighthouse. (518) 828 -5294  

  
8/1 -  9/27: (2009 Quad Event) Amsterdam / New Amsterdam: The Worlds of Henry Hudson:  The Museum of the City of New 

York presents rare 16th -  and 17th -century objects from major American and Dutch collections that reveal how          
Hudson's epic voyage planted the seeds of a modern society. (212) 534 -1672  

 
8/1 -9/1:  (2009 Quad Event) Grand Walkabout : Stroll along scenic and historic foot trails in Ulster, Dutchess, Orange and      

Putnam counties to celebrate the Quadricentennial.  Track your miles earn awards.  
 
8/1 -31:   (2009 Quad Event) The Muhheakantuck in Focus at Wave Hill:  Explore Native Americanôs engagement with the river 

both before and after Hudson's arrival. Artists from the U.S. and Canada have been invited to develop projects that 
explore the significance of the river to the native people. (718) 549 -3200  

 

8/1 -8/30  (2009 Quad Event) A Legacy of Sailing at the Jay Heritage Center : Through an exhibition of family archives and  
Hudson -Fulton memorabilia (including medals, vintage photos, and ship plans), visitors can explore a rich chapter in 
history and enjoy the same pristine view of Long Island Sound that inspired these sailing families. (914)698 -9275  

 
8/1 ï8/15:  (2009 Quad Event) Let it Be in the Sight of Thee:  The Hudson Opera House presents Carolyn Marks Blackwoodôs         

photographs of the Hudson River from the Coast Guard icebreaker and Riverkeeper.  (518) 822 -1438  
 
8/1 -9:   (2009 Quad Event) Top to Bottom: A Hudson River Art Map Installation : Artists from communities along the Hudson 

River display work that has been inspired by the Hudson River. The work will be organized by region and thereby 
create an art map of Hudson River creativity at the Hopper House.  (845) 358 -0774  

 
8/1 -  8/8:  (2009 Quad Event) The Artists of the Mohawk Hudson Region : The University at Albany Art Museum presents this 

annual exhibition on contemporary art activity in the Upper Hudson Valley. 518 -442 -4035  
 

8/3 - 17:  Great Champlain - Hudson Paddle : Participate in the numerous festivals along our waterways as kayakers 
paddle from Fort Edward to Manhattan along the Champlain Canal, an engineering marvel of the 19th 
century, and the historic Hudson River. (518) 473 - 3835  

 
8/7:  Albany First Friday : Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for exhibition openings, receptions, and events.  
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8/7 -8:  (2009 Quad Event) Annual Focal Arts & Agriculture Self Tour :  Salem offers an opportunity to visit   artists and 
 discover local agriculture. See demonstrations by local artisans and sample locally -grown produce. (518) 854 -3406  
  
8/8  Backyard Bugs : Learn all about insects and other back yard invertebrates at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum. 
 (845) 534 -5506  

 

8/8 -9:  (2009 Quad Event) Native American Heritage Festival  Redhawk hosts one of the largest Native American Heritage 
 Celebrations at Bear Mountain.  Enjoy Native food, music, dance, crafts, art and traditions. (718) 686 -9297  
 

Civil War Encampment and Activities Weekend:  Living history interpreters, music, food and other entertainment for 
the whole family will be at the Senate House and Museum. (845) 338 -2786  

 

8/9:  River Day at Van Cortlandt Manor : Celebrate our relationship to the river in the late 18th and early 19th centuries 
 with hands -on activities include fishing, hearth cooking, and brick making, plus modern boat building with several 
 organizations. (914) 271 -8981.  
 
8/11 -16:  Great Hudson Valley Pedal : A 200 -mile journey from Albany to New York City, experiencing heritage resources,         
 cultural resources, and parklands.  
 

8/15:  Geology Journey at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum : Enjoy a guided hike, learn to identify primary rock 
 types and visit the site of a 19th century mine. (845) 534 -5506 x204  

 
8/15 -16:  (2009 Quad Event) Antique & Classic Boat Show at Rondout Creek: This 25th annual event features power, sail,  
 and hand -powered classic watercraft from a wide variety of original manufacturers as well as examples of homemade 
 vessels. (845)757 -4273  
 

 (2009 Quad Event) Napoleonic Brigade Re -enactment : Enjoy battle skirmishes, military encampments, period         
 vendors and crafters, food and entertainment in Old Austerlitz. (518) 392 -0062  
 
8/16:  (2009) Return to the Hudson celebration : Dobbs Ferry celebrates the River with a drum circle, Revolutionary War 
 equestrian demonstrations, the return of the Native American Lenape Nation, and light dragoons. (914) 693 -8498  
 

 Making a River: Interpreting the Hudson, Then and Now : Olana and the Thomas Cole National Historic Site will          
 explore the Hudson River of the past and today, discussing environmental implications of the Hudson River School 
 paintings and allowing visitors to make works of art inspired by our real Hudson River views. (518) 828 -1872x110  
 

 (2009 Quad Event) Songs and History of the Huckleberry pickers: Historian Mark Fried visits the Kiersted House in 
 Saugerties to highlight how this local cash crop helped feed NYC in the early part of the 20th century.(845)594 -4412  
 

 (2009 Quad Event) Road to Freedom Day: Accompanied by fife and drum as well as Revolutionary war re -enactors, 
 retrace the steps of troops of the Continental Army along Ashford Ave in Dobbs Ferry.  (914) 693 -8498  
 
8/17 -21:  River School: Dramatic Arts Summer Program at Olana : Students ages 7 -14 create their own play in this program 
 that explores all aspects of story and dramatic arts through the fun and magic of Live Theater.   Themes will explore 
 living on a farm in the 1800ôs and jumping into a Hudson River School painting.  (518) 828 -1872 x110  
 

8/22:  (2009 Quad Event) The Voyage of the Half Moon -Storm King Style : Join Storm King Art Centerôs Children's Day  
 creative re -enactment of the voyage of the Half Moon. Storytellers recount Henry Hudson's voyage; artists will help 
 visitors make puppets, props, and instruments; and songwriters lead participants in a parade. (845) 534 -3115 x122  
 
 Family Program -Historic Cherry Hill Program Series : Enjoy interactive games and activities for the whole family       

 outside on the grounds Historic Cherry Hill.   (518) 434 -4791  

 
8/24 -30:  (2009 Quad Event) Washington County Fair :  Enjoy this 119th annual agricultural tradition with over 175 commercial 
 exhibits and concessions. A variety of fair food and carnival rides. Many animals to see. (518) -692 -2464  
 
8/28:  Troy Night Out : Visit the City of Troy for an evening of arts and culture with live music, food, shopping and gallery  
 exhibitions.  
 

 (2009 Quad Event) Performance Art Flotilla Swimming Cities :  Nyackôs Memorial Park will be home to a theatrical and 
 musical performance by an Obie winning playright staged from hand crafted boats floating off shore. (845) 358 -4973  
 
8/29 -30:  (2009 Quad Event) Revolutionary War Weekend : Explore living history on Constitution Island.  (845) 446 -8676  

Green Tip of the Month  

Insulate your water heater.  Each month would reduce your carbon footprint by about 26lbs of CO2. Over a year that comes to a  
savings of about 312lbs!  

All information courtesy of National Geographicôs Green Guide   
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Town of Woodstock  
 

Woodstock was officially created as a township in 1787. The town began as a 
hub of  farming, quarrying and tanning.  Many industries existed in Woodstock, 

among them the glass factory in Bristol (now Shady). Built in 1809 and       

running through the middle of the 19th century, Woodstock was home to five 
glass factories. Simultaneously, in the 1830's the demand for leather for shoes 
and many industrial uses (belts for increasingly large mills) reached the point 
where it was profitable to ship hides from California and South America and 
tan them in the U.S. Tanning required a plentiful water supply and tannic acid, 
which could be obtained from hemlock bark. The Catskill Mountains, with 
many streams and a vast hemlock forest were a natural place to locate the 

industry, and tanneries sprang up all through the Catskills.  
 
The town has long been a mecca for artists, musicians, and writers, even         
before the  music festival made the name "Woodstock" famous. Film and art 
festivals attract big names, and hundreds of musicians have come to              
Woodstock to record. The town even has a separate "Artist's Cemetery". In 
the nineteenth century, long before the present fame, the Woodstock area was 

known internationally as a  center for American artists and craftspeople.  In 
1902, the Arts and Crafts movement came to Woodstock when the beauty of 
its setting and close proximity to New York City attracted Ralph Whitehead and 
his partners, Bolton Brown and Hervey White. Woodstock appeared to be an 
ideal site and Whitehead immediately purchased five farms on Mount            
Guardian. On these farms the necessary shops, residences and a library were built to Brown's designs, and in 1903 crafts peop le 
came as residents and Byrdcliffe was started. The famed Byrdcliffe arts and crafts colony  was established, and shortly afterward 

the Art Students League of New York City opened a summer school here.   Today is home to galleries that are widely noted for 
exhibits of the finest arts and crafts.  To complete the artistic environment we also have important recital halls upon whose 
stages distinguished classical, jazz and popular music ensembles regularly perform.    
 
Woodstock is the town that has given its name to music festivals, and has earned a reputation as home to one of the most         
exciting periods of American popular music. Although  the festivals were actually held in Bethel, many of the creative people who  

made the festivals what they were have been part of the charmed life of Woodstock, and some still reside here among the 
wooded hills. The historic relationship between artists and non -artists has created the social dynamic that allows the town to 

flourish and earn the fame which has descended upon it.   ~ Adopted  Edgar Leacraft, Woodstock Town Historian   

Community Spotlight  

Van Cortlandt Manor  
 

Van Cortlandt Manor, a museum of living history, offers glimpses into the life of a        
Hudson Valley Patriot family.  
 

The bottom portion of the three -story stone and brick house was built in the late 
1600s by Stephanus Van Cortlandt, who amassed 135 square miles of surrounding 
land. In 1749, his grandson, Pierre, turned the simple hunting lodge into an           
elegant residence, adding the upper stories and porches. The house remained in 
the Van Cortlandt family until 1945; it was purchased in 1953 by John D.                

Rockefeller Jr. to assure its preservation and is now owned and operated by          
Historic Hudson Valley.  

 
Most of the furnishings in the restored and paneled rooms belonged to the Van             
Cortlandts and reflect their occupancy from 1790 to 1815. There are family          
portraits and other artwork; Dutch - , Georgian - , and Federal -style furniture; as 
well as porcelain and china. The kitchen is the best equipped of its period in          
America. Even the gardens and orchard, tended by workers in period dress, are 
historically accurate: only heirloom species available during the post -Revolutionary 

period are grown. Tours emphasize not only the Van Cortlandts, but their slaves 
and tenant farmers.  
 
Also on the grounds are a restored ferry house, built before 1750, which once 
served travelers on the Albany Post Road, and a reconstructed tenant house, 
where demonstrations of textile -making and open -hearth cooking are offered. A 

walking trail affords a vista of the property and the Croton River.  
 

Van Cortlandt Manor, located at South Riverside Avenue in Croton -on-Hudson, is open Thursday -  Sunday (11am �² 6pm), May 23rd -  Sep tember 
7th and Saturday -  Sunday (10am - 4pm), November -  December. Admission fee. 914 -271 -8981  

Heritage Spotlight  

http://www.woodstockguild.org/

