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Congressman Hinchey Introduces Bill for Hudson River Valley and the National Park Service  
 

On Monday, November 2 nd , Congressman Maurice Hinchey  held a press conference in Kingston to announce his proposed 

legislation  that could lead to the inclusion of the Hudson River Valley as a unit of the National Park Service . The bill 
would authorize a National Park Service study of the area from Fort Edward in Washington County down through         

Westchester County.  The study would entail significant outreach to local communities and extensive research and            
cataloging of the region's resources.  This congressionally -authorized study would determine whether the Hudson River 
Valley could benefit from National Park Service programs, and would make recommendations to Congress about what 
further action should be taken. Designating the Hudson River Valley as a unit of the NPS, would dramatically increase the 
level of funding and attention that the NPS could invest in the region. Hinchey's bill explicitly states that any future NPS 
designation must respect the rights of private land owners, and forced land acquisition activities would be prohibited.  
 

Hudson River Valley Re -Lights Revolutionary War Beacons 21st Century Style  
 

On November 25, 1783, British Troops evacuated New York City following the eight -year 
Revolutionary War. On November 25, 2009, the 226th anniversary of ñEvacuation Dayò 
was celebrated with the lighting of five beacons in the Hudson Highlands. These beacons        
represent the visual signals used by General George Washington as a means of           
communication during the Revolutionary War.  The original beacons were wooden towers 

filled with hay and dried grass 18 to 20 feet high. American soldiers would ignite the            
beacons, located on hill tops, as a warning notice to their fellow troops of invading           
British troops.   
 
For 2009, the beacons were represented by Xenon TrackSpots (four -bulb searchlights). 
Twelve searchlights stretched for 108 miles between Beacon, New York, and Princeton, 
New Jersey.  In New York, the ceremonial lightings were located at Fort Montgomery 

State Historic Site , Cornwall -on-Hudson Landing, Boscobel Restoration , Constitution  
Island , and Mount Beacon. This event marks the second annual beacon lighting                 
initiative.  The beacon projects in both 2008 and 2009 relied on the expertise and             
coordination of Emmy Award -winning lighting designer Deke Hazirjian, Josh Wachsman, 
Kris Seiz and Dekeôs company, New York City Lites.  
 

The project was led by the Hudson River Valley Institute and sponsored by the Hudson 
River Valley National Heritage Area, Palisades Park Conservancy , Hudson River Valley 
Institute at Marist College, Scenic Hudson , Boscobell Restoration, the New York State 

Office of Parks, Recreation, and Historical Preservation , the United States Military           
Academy , and the Palisades Interstate Park Commission joined New Jersey's Crossroads 
of the American Revolution National Heritage Area .  The lighting of the beacons also commemorated the centennial of 
the Palisades Interstate Park Commission's dedication and the Hudson -Fulton -Champlain Quadricentennial.  

 
New York Census Complete Count Coming Up  
 

The Department of State is undertaking steps to ensure public participation in the 2010 Census. For 2010, special       
emphasis is  being placed on ensuring that hard - to -count populations are included in the Census. All residents of the 
United States must be counted every ten years through a nationwide census.  
 

The population of an area, as determined by the census, plays a critical role in determining federal and state funding to 
municipalities, as well as representation in national, state, and local governments. The public and private sector rely on 
census information to help guide investment decisions in infrastructure and human capital. For more information about 
the 2010 Census, visit the Department of Stateôs Census website or contact (518) 473 -3355.  
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Applications for the next round of Greenway Communities Grants  will be due December 11th for our January Board Meeting.      
Applications received after this date will be considered for our March Board Meeting. Applications can be downloaded from the  
Hudson River Valley Greenway Website by clicking here .  
 
Other Grant Opportunities :  

 
Sustaining Cultural Heritage Collections  from the National Endowment for the Humanities to help cultural institutions develop 
preventive conservation measures for their holdings. (December 8)  

 
Battlefield Preservation Grants  offered by the National Park Service for identification, preservation and interpretation of            
battlefield land and/or historic sites associated with battlefields. Contact the Grants Manager by email  or at (202) 354 -2037 for 
more information.  (January 21)  

 
Rolling Acceptance of Grant Applications:  
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)  state assistance programs for waste reduction, recycling and household 
hazardous waste programs that include Capital Projects, Recycling Coordinators, and assistance for hazardous waste days.  

 
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation  for Technical Assistance Grants for community groups to              
increase public awareness and understanding of remedial activities taking place in their community.  

 
Enterpriseôs Green Communities to help cover the costs of planning and implementing green components of affordable housing 
developments, as well as tracking their costs and benefits.  
 
Local Government Records Management Improvement Fund (LGRMIF)  offered by the NYS Archives, offers funding to help local 

governments establish records management programs or develop new program components.  

Upcoming Grant Opportunities  

Ulster Trail Projects Receive Greenway Support  
 

The Hudson River Valley Greenway, representatives from Ulster County 
Executive Mike Heinôs office, the Southern Ulster Alliance  and the Hudson 

Valley Rail Trail  announced three Ulster County trail projects funded by 
the 2009 Greenway Conservancy Small Grants Program  during a press 

event on November 6th, 2009. This year, the Greenway was able to fund 
three trail projects in Ulster County, including: Sojourner Truth Ulster 
Landing County Park ADA Access Trail Construction ($7,000); Southern 
Ulster Alliance Recreational Trail Project ($17,750); and the Hudson         
Valley Rail Trail Brochure ($1,500).  

 
In total, $75,000 from the Greenway Conservancy grant program was 
allocate to ten projects throughout the Hudson River Valley Greenway 
Area this year. This annual program has offered technical and             
financial assistance to municipalities and not - for -profit organizations 
since 1995.   

 
 
Plumb - Bronson House Receives Grant from the Preservation League of NYS  
 

On Friday, November 20 th , the Preservation 

League of New York State  held a press           
conference to announce a $9,000 grant given 

to Historic Hudson, Inc . for restoration work 
on the Plumb -Bronson House , a National         
Historic Landmark in Hudson, NY. This grant 
completes the matching funding for a               
Conservation and Stabilization Plan awarded 
by the Environmental Protection Fund.   
 

Earlier this year, the Hudson River Valley  
National Heritage Area awarded Historic         
Hudson, Inc. a $3,500 Quadricentennial           
Implementation Grant for the restoration of 
the windows in the Plumb -Bronson House.  
 

The Plumb -Bronson House is listed on the 

Preservation Leagueôs 2009 ñSeven-to -Saveò 
List and is the earliest extant example of the 
Hudson River ñBracketedò style pioneered by  
19 th  century architect Alexander Jackson Davis .  

Members of the Southern Ulster Alliance join      
Mark Castiglione during a press event in November  

Left: Jay DiLorenzo, President of the Preservation League, addresses attendees 
outside the Plumb ïBronson House during a press event  

Right: A Palladian window, restored through a Quadricentennial Implementation 
Grant provided by the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area  
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Upcoming Events Around the Region  

12/1 -6/26:  Mapping New Yorkôs Shoreline 1609-2009 : The New York Public Library celebrates Dutch accomplishments with an  
 exhibition that includes early mapping from Verazzano's visit and decorative Dutch maps charting New Netherland. 
 Globes and navigational instruments, are on loan from the National Museum in Amsterdam. (917) 275 -6975   
 

12/1 -3/14:  Lives of the Hudson : Explore works by Hudson River School artists, historical artifacts, and contemporary works in 

 this exhibition at the Tang. (518) 580 -8080  
 
12/1 -3/1:  1609 : The New York State Museum re -examines Hudson's voyage, the myths that surround it, and the legacies of 
 the Hudson's unexpected discovery. Includes a focus on life before 1609 and the Native American response to        
 Hudsonôs arrival. (518) 474-8730  

 
Arms and Armor of the Age of Exploration : The West Point Museum presents arms and armor typical of those used 

by the early explorers including swords, firearms, helmets and armor. (845) 938 -2638  
 
12/1 -2/1:  Moving Bricks on the Hudson :  The Haverstraw Brick Museum presents an exhibit highlighting the vessels that     
 transported bricks on the Hudson during the 19th and early 20th centuries.  (845) 947 -3505  
 
12/1 -1/10:  Dutch New York: Roots of Hudson Valley Culture : The Hudson River Museum explores New Yorkôs  Dutch roots and 
 the ways Dutch culture has been interpreted throughout New York's long history. (914) 963 -4550  

 

12/1 -1/3:  Hudson River Panorama : The Albany Institute explores the influence that the Hudson has had on our region. Enjoy 
 artifacts, works of art, and rare archival documents. (518) 463 -4478  
 
12/1 -12/31: Horseshoes & Waterwheels: NY's Tech Valley 1800s : Visitors to the Childrenôs Museum can explore the importance 

of the Hudson River to the region and our nation.   (518) 235 -2120  
 

12/1 -12/13: ñUnchartedò: SUNY Albanyôs Art Museum sets a theme of travel and discovery with works that feature imagined 
worlds as well as the opportunities and risks of navigating unfamiliar waters. (518) 442 -4035  

 
12/2 -6:  A Gilded Age Christmas : Visit Staatsburgh for elaborate turn -of - the -century holiday decorations. (845) 889 -8851   
 
12/3:  Champagne Preview Party : Preview the Ten Broeck Mansionôs rooms and halls decorated for the holidays. Enjoy a 

champagne reception, silent auction, and a visit from Sinterklaas. Pre -paid reservations required. (518) 436 -9826  
 
12/3 -18:  Holiday Tea Musicales : Tour Caramoor House Museum and enjoy a recital of Holiday favorites in the Music Room  

followed by a formal Tea with tea sandwiches, scones, desserts, and hot chocolate for children. (914) 232 -1252  

 
12/3 -6:  Annual Greens Show : The 1827 Hart -Cluett House celebrates 'A Christmas Celebration of the Hudson's Gifts' with 

fresh trees, greens and flowers to create beautiful history - inspired displays. (518) 272 -7232  

 
12/3 -4:  Young Farmers Conference : Stone Barns Center presents its second annual Young Farmers Conference focused on 

reviving the culture of agriculture among young and new farmers. (914) 366 -6200  
 
12/4:  Albany First Friday : Visit Center Square and Downtown arts venues for exhibition openings, receptions, and events.  
 
 Winter Celebration at Lindenwald :  Celebrate with music, drama and special tours as well as a large campfire.           

 Reservations Required. (518) 758 -9689.  
 
12/4 -1/3:  Holiday House Tours at Olana : See how the family spent the Holiday and hear oldest son Frederic Josephôs letter to 
 Santa Claus to find out what gifts the children wanted. (518) 828 -0135  
 

12/5:  Wreath Workshop : The Friends of Hill -Hold invite you to learn how to create a holiday wreath from fresh greens. 

 Reservations required. (845) 615 -3833.  
 
 Holiday Festival : Enjoy Bear Mountain's Annual Holiday Festival featuring Fireworks, Santa at the Merry Go Round, 
 Ice Skating Show, and much more.  
 
 Lecture: ñJoyful Traditions: How the Dutch Brought Us Santa, Presents and Treatsò : Presented at Ten Broeck 
 Mansion. After the lecture, enjoy light refreshments and a visit with Sinterklaas.  (518) 436 -9826  

 
 Decorating the Tree : Explore handmade history as children decorate the tree with their own crafts at the James      
 Vanderpoel House. (518) 758 -9265  
 
 Its Elemental Hydrogen : Visitors to the Childrenôs Museum will learn all about Hydrogen and how it might be used for 
 energy in the future. Pre - registration required. (518) 235 -2120  
 

 Culinary Delights at Wilderstein:  Laura Pensiero, owner of the restaurant Gigi Trattoria in Rhinebeck, shares tasteful 

 samplings of her cuisine and sign copies of her new book, Hudson Valley Mediterranean.  (845) 876 -4818  
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 The History of the River Railroad at the Hudson Highlands Nature Museum : Learn how changes in the Hudson Valley 
 were ushered in by the railroad in the 1800s. (845) 534 -5506 x204.  
 
 Bear Mountain State Park Holiday Festival : Enjoy family activities including horse -drawn haywagon rides, crafts,  

 music and children's games, a skating show, and a warm bonfire on the great lawn. (845) 786 -2701  
 

 Merry Minstrels and Olana's Annual Holiday Bonfire : Enjoy a winter sunset, the company of neighbors and warm up 
 at the bonfire while enjoying the sounds of traditional Victorian caroling. (518) 828 -0135  
 
 Twilight Holiday Tour and Historic Dinner :  Locust Grove invites you to tour the house and grounds by candlelight 
 and enjoy a historically - inspired four -course holiday dinner with Dutch recipes from the 1600ôs (845) 454-4500  

 
12/5 -6:  A Fairy Tale Holiday : Experience Lyndhurst in its full winter fairy tale beauty with live music, mulled cider, and rooms 
 decorated like 19th century fairy tales. Reservations Required. (914) 631 -4481, ext. 0.  
 
 A Childôs Christmas: Enjoy Clermont from a childôs perspective. (518) 537-4240  
 

12/5 -24:  Open House at Val -Kill : Enjoy free evening Tours of the special place where Eleanor Roosevelt shared her favorite 
 holiday. Enjoy music and refreshments. (845) 229 -9115  
 
12/5 -26:  Holidays at Wilderstein : Halls will be decked and doors will be open for what has become Wilderstein's quintessential 
 holiday tradition with magical holiday spectacular. (845) 876 -4818  

 
12/6:  Troy Victorian Stroll : Enjoy a Victorian winter wonderland in the City of Troy with revelers, carolers, musicians and 

 more. Father Christmas also strolls the streets and there are ice sculptures and decorative displays.   
 
 Victorian Wreath Making : Olana teaches the art of Victorian wreath -making in this hands -on class. (518) 828 -1872  
 
 The Hudson: Americaôs River: Fran Dunwell speaks at the Hudson River Museum and tells how the river powered the 
 growth of Americaôs industrial and financial empire, inspiring American artists and environmentalists. (914)963-4550  
 

12/9 -13:  A Gilded Age Christmas : Visit Staatsburgh for elaborate turn -of - the -century holiday decorations. (845) 889 -8851  
 
12/10:  If You Build It?:  This workshop at the Childrenôs Museum will teach about animals and their architecture. Enjoy a 
 story, meet an animal and create an animal home to take home! Registration required. (518) 235 -2120  
 
 Holiday Concert at the Harness Racing Museum & Hall of Fame : Enjoy performances by Goshen High Schoolôs  

 Varsity Choir, Jazz Voices, and Saxophone Ensemble. (845) 294 -6330.  

 
12/11:  Children & Family Holiday Event:  Staatsburgh presents an event for young and old alike with entertainment,             
 activities and an elegant children's reception. Reservations required.  (845) 889 -8851  
 
 Village of Kinderhook Candlelight Night: Tour private homes in historic Kinderhook Village that are specially         
 decorated for the holidays. (518) 758 -9265  

 
12/12:  Family Tour at Olana : Explore the house, its paintings and treasures from a child's perspective. Reservations          
 Required. (518) 828 -0135  
 
 How Big? How Far?:  The Childrenôs Museum teaches about our solar system and its planets. (518) 235-2120  
 
 Yuletide Tea : Wilderstein presents this annual event for tea enthusiasts from around the region. (845) 876 -4818  

 
 Homestead Tours : Enjoy free tours of the Madam Brett Homestead decorated for Christmas and enjoy cake to         
 celebrate the 300th Anniversary of  the Homestead.  (845) 831 -6533  

 
 Open House at the Ten Broeck Mansion : Stroll through the Mansion decorated for the holidays while children enjoy 
 holiday crafts and a visit from Sinterklaas. Seasonal songs and carols add to the spirit. (518) 436 -9826  

 
12/12 -13:  A Fairy Tale Holiday : Experience Lyndhurst in its full winter fairy tale beauty with live music, mulled cider, and rooms 
 decorated like 19th century fairy tales. Reservations Required. (914) 631 -4481, ext. 0.  
 
 A Cup of Christmas Tea : Help prepare for the arrival of St. Nicholas at Hill Hold Museum with period tea set displays. 
 The event will include ornament making, storytelling, refreshments and photos with St. Nick. (845) 291 -2404  
 

12/13:  Candlelight Tours : Take a candlelight tour of Mount Gulian and enjoy 19th century decorating traditions including 
 the use of lady apples, oranges, and pine over the doors. Holiday treats will be served.  (845) 831 -8172  
 
 The Hearth at Washingtonôs Headquarters: See what the Washingtonôs did to bring holiday joy and seasonal spirit to 
 the house they resided in for almost two years. Enjoy live music, hot cider and cookies. (845) 562 -1195  
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12/16:  Lecture: "The Joys and Wonders of Chanukahò: Learn about the Jewish Festival of Lights with speaker Richard 
 Feldman at the Ten Broeck Mansion. (518) 436 -9826  
 
12/16 -31:  A Gilded Age Christmas : Visit Staatsburgh for elaborate turn -of - the -century holiday decorations. (845) 889 -8851   

 
12/19:  Childrenôs Story Hour at Ten Breock: Bring children to hear Holiday stories read by Sinterklaas, play parlor games, 

 and enjoy holiday refreshments. (Recommended ages 3 to 10). (518) 436 -9826  
 
 Albany Winterfest 2009 : Enjoy games, music, live animals and a variety of family - friendly performances as well as 
 the ñLast Run 5Kò and a fabulous fireworks show.  
 

 Holiday Madrigals at Ten Broeck : Enjoy afternoon coffee & desserts and holiday songs performed by a special            
 Madrigal Singing Ensemble. Reservations suggested.  (518) 436 -9826  
 
12/19 -20:  A Fairy Tale Holiday : Experience Lyndhurst in its full winter fairy tale beauty with live music, mulled cider, and rooms 
 decorated like 19th century fairy tales. Reservations Required. (914) 631 -4481, ext. 0.  
 

 A Cup of Christmas Tea : Help prepare for the arrival of St. Nicholas at Hill Hold Museum with period tea set displays. 
 The event will include ornament making, storytelling, refreshments and photos with St. Nick. (845) 291 -2404  
 
12/20:  Family Tour at the Hudson River Museum : Discover how some Victorian families exchanged gifts, make Victorian 
 Christmas crackers and holiday cards. (914) 963 -4550  

  
12/26:  Boxing Day : Enjoy a variety of childrenôs activities and a tour of Staatsburgh. (845) 889-8851  

 
12/26 -27:  A Fairy Tale Holiday : Experience Lyndhurst in its full winter fairy tale beauty with live music, mulled cider, and rooms 
 decorated like 19th century fairy tales. Reservations Required. (914) 631 -4481, ext. 0.  
 
12/27:  9 Billion People + 1 Planet : Andrew C. Revkin, prize -winning author and New York Times environment reporter, visits 
 the Hudson River Museum to discuss the earthôs growing population and its resources. (914) 963-4550  
 

12/27 -30:  Weathering Winter: A 400 Year Journey : Come to Washingtonôs Headquarters and find out what people did over the 
 past 400 years to keep warm and enjoy the winter season.  (845) 562 -1195  
 
12/30:  Childrenôs Holiday Victorian Tea: Enjoy scones, tea sandwiches, desserts, and a selection of teas while learning about 
 items from Mount Gulian's textile collection with an emphasis on children's clothing. Reservations. (845) 831 -8172  

Village of Millerton  
 
Along the Connecticut border in the northeastern portion of Dutchess 
County, the Village of Millerton celebrates its history while keeping an eye 
on the future. In the mid 18th century, the community located here was 

known as a business center for surrounding farms in the Town of North 
East and northwestern Connecticut.  
 
However, 1851 the community gained prominence when the New York  
Central and Harlem Railroads extended rail service to connect Grand         
Central Station in New York City with Chatham in Columbia County. Soon 
after the new depot was opened for business, the community experienced a 

development ñboom.ò Town officials decided to name the area ñMillertonò 
as an homage to Sidney Miller, the civil engineer in charge of the railroad 

construction. Records of the time indicate that Millerton was the largest 
community in the area by the end of the 19th century.  
 
Although the Harlem Line through Millerton was abandoned in 1972, the 
community retains its prominence as a center for arts, history, and            

recreation. Many homes have been restored to their original splendor while 
the downtown retains its Victorian -era character. Many of the original         
businesses remain including Terni's General Store (1868); Irving Farm Coffeehouse (1873); Simmons' Way Village Inn (1854); 
and the Millerton Diner (early 1920's). Newer businesses have rehabilitated Millertonôs local landmarks to serve new purposes 
including: Harney and Sons Fine Teas (1875) (originally McArthur's Smoke House); Oblong Books & Music (1880) (originally 
Strauss Department Store); and Manna Dew Café (1890)(originally Mrs. Kisselback's home and millinery shop). In 2006, a 
Greenway grant was given to assist with the restoration and interpretation of the clock tower located on Benedict Hall (1903)  -  a 

former Grange Hall that now serves as a movie house and arts center. Nearby recreational resources include the Taconic State 
Park and the Harlem Valley Rail Trail, an intermunicipal recreational trail converted from the abandoned Harlem Valley Railro ad 
line. Whether shopping along the historic Main Street, watching glassblowing at the Gilmor Glassworks, or biking along the Ra il 
Trail, the Village of Millerton still continues to draw visitors in to enjoy its unique and historic resources.  

 

Community Spotlight  
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Lyndhurst  
 
Lyndhurst is a magnificent Gothic Revival mansion whose 67 -acre grounds offer fine         
superb views of the Hudson River. Clad in Sing Sing marble, the house was designed in two 

stages by Alexander Jackson Davis. In 1838, Davis created a Gothic villa for William 

Paulding, a former mayor of New York City; 26 years later, he doubled the house's size, 
adding a four -story tower and porte cochere for New York businessman George Merritt. For 
both men, Davis also designed Gothic -style furniture, which the home's third owner,            
railroad magnate and stock manipulator Jay Gould, retained and complemented with          
furnishings of his own. Gould's daughter, Anna, gave the estate to the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation in 1961. Today, its rooms reflect the tastes of all of its owners.  
 

Lyndhurst contains a unique collection of stained glass, faux finishes, and murals.             
Particularly impressive are the dining room, created to resemble a medieval banquet hall, 
and the two -story - tall art gallery. In addition to the Davis -designed furniture, there are 
pieces by the Herter Brothers and European cabinetmakers, Meissen china, marble              
statuary, Barbizon School paintings, and other artwork.  
 
The grounds, combining sweeping lawns and groupings of magnificent specimen trees, also 

feature a rose garden with more than 500 varieties and a restored fern garden, as well as 
the estate's carriage house, bowling alley, and conservatory. The Carriage House has been 
converted into a small caf®.  This winter season, Lyndhurst offers ñFairy Tale Eveningsò that 
feature lavishly decorated rooms, live music and hot cider.   
 

Lyndhurst, at 635 South Broadway in Tarrytown, is open Saturdays and Sundays during November through Mid -April (10am -  4pm); and            
Tuesday through Sunday during Mid -April through October (10am ï5pm).  Admission Fee. (914) 631 -4481.  

 

Heritage Spotlight  

 

Green Tip of the Month  

Replace one 70 watt bulb with a 9 watt LED. Each month would reduce your carbon footprint by about 5lbs of CO2. Over a year 
that comes to a savings of about 60lbs!  

All information courtesy of National Geographicôs Green Guide   

Did You Know?  

Did you know ñTôwas the Night Before Christmasò was first published in Troy, New York? 
 
The classic poem was originally titled "A Visit from St. Nicholas" and was first published in Troy by 
the Troy Sentinel Newspaper on December 23, 1823. Although the poem was submitted       

anonymously, it was later attributed to Clement Moore, a professor of classics at the General 
Theological Seminary in New York City. Prior to this poem, Mooreôs best-known work was a two 
volume publication entitled ñA Compendious Lexicon of the Hebrew Language.ò  
 
ñA Visit from St. Nicholasò was well-received by the public and was republished frequently by the 
Sentinel. Most important, this landmark work literally created the Santa Claus we know today. 
This poem was the first to describe Santa Clausôs appearance (the ñbowl full of jellyò as well as 

his clothing), the fact that he delivers toys to children, his transportation, the number and names 
of his reindeer, and the night he visits.  Prior to the poem, there was considerable variation with 
respect to American ideas about St. Nicholas and other Christmas visitors.   
 
Another piece of trivia about this poem relates to the actual names of the reindeer.  The names for ñDonnerò and ñBlitzenò were 

taken from the Dutch ñDunderò and ñBlixemò which literally translate into ñThunderò and ñLightningò in English.  

The Hudson River Valley Greenway / Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area E -Newsletter is published monthly  
And emailed to friends of the Hudson River Valley.    
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Be sure to visit the Greenway Website at www.hudsongreenway.state.ny.us  

And the National Heritage Website at www.hudsonrivervalley.com  
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