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What's New? 
 


America's Great Outdoors Listening Tour 
 
In April, President Obama signed a memorandum 
establishing the America''s Great Outdoors Initiative to 
develop a conservation agenda worthy of the 21st century 
and to reconnect Americans with our great outdoors.  
 
On August 6th, please join senior representatives from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Department of 
the Interior, the Environmental Protection Agency, and 
other federal agencies for a public listening session at 
Marist College on conservation, recreation and 
reconnecting people to the outdoors. Read More... 
 


          Hudson River Valley Ramble Website Launched 
 


The Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area invites Hudson 
Valley communities to become part of the 11th annual Hudson 
River Valley Ramble. The Ramble 
offers a variety of walks, hikes, 
paddles, biking tours and other 
events, and is designed to 
showcase the scenic, natural, 
historic and cultural resources of the 
region.The Ramble will be held on 
three weekends:  September 11-12, 
18-19, and 25-26, 2010. Read more... 
 
 
Conservancy Small Grant Program Announced 
 
The Hudson River Valley Greenway announces the availability of 
$60,000 in matching grants for the 2010 Greenway Conservancy 
Small Grant Program. The program offers funding for trail projects, 
including: planning and design; construction and rehabilitation; 
and education and interpretation. Read More... 
 
 
Great Hudson River Paddle 10th Annual Launch 
 
On Thursday July 29th, the Great Hudson River Paddle launched 







Did You Know... 
 


..the 1st American President was from the Hudson 
Valley? 


 
Although Martin Van Buren was the 8th President of the United 
States, he was the first "American President." Van Buren was 
born in Kinderhook, New York in 1782. His birth was six years 
after the signing of the Declaration of Independence, therefore 
making him an "American Citizen." Prior to Van Buren, all United 
States Presidents had been born before the revolution. 
 
He also 


Martin Van Buren National Historic Site in Kinderhook, 
NY 


had a number of other "firsts" as United States President. 
Van Buren was 
thefirst president 
not born of British 
or Irish ancestry 
but rather of Dutch 
lineage. In fact, 
Van Buren isthe 
only president who 
did not speak 
English as his 
primary language 
(he grew up 
speaking Dutch).
Additionally, Van 
Buren was the first 


president to grant an exclusive interview to a reporter. That 
interview was given in 1839 to James Gordon Bennett, Sr. of the 
New York Herald. 
 
Find out more at the Martin Van Buren National Historic Site.


About the E-Newsletter 
 


The E-Newsletter is published monthly and emailed to friends of 
the Hudson River Valley. 
 


Editor:         John Dennehey, Senior Planner
News:         Beth Campochiaro, Trails Coordinator 
 


Questions or Comments? Email us or call (518) 473-3835 
 
Be sure to visit the Greenway Website and the website for the 
Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area ! 
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